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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, 
OF THE SKILLED Labour MARKET IN FEBRUARY. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette” :— 

It is based on 2,290 returns, viz. :—1,648 from employers, 508 
from trade unions, and 134 from other sources, 

The state of employment shows a marked improvement com- 
pared with a month ago, though not quite up to the level of ‘the 
corresponding month in last year. The improvement is not, fully 
shown in the figures given below, owing to the fact that the number 
of unemployed members of engineering trade unions has. been 
temporarily increased by a certain number who have not. yet 
succeeded in finding employment after the engineering dispute, and 
who in previous months were omitted from the figures as, being on 

strike or locked out. The labour market has been very little 
\ disturbed by disputes, and the changes in wages have also been 
comparatively unimportant. it & 

In the 116 trade unions making returns with an aggregate 
membership of 466,362, 20,517 (or 4°4 per cent.) were reported as 
unemployed at the end of February compared with 4°96 per cent. 
at the end of January, and with 3°0 per cent. in the 115 unions with 
a membership of 453,144 from which returns were received for 
February, 1897. 

Employment in various Industries.—Coal Mining.— 
Employment though continuing good is not quite so good as 
a year ago. At pits at which 435,914 persons were employed an 
average of 5°24 days was worked per week as compared with 5°34 
days in February, 1897. 

Iron Mining.—Employment continues good, though not quite 
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so good asa year ago, At mines at which 17,519 persons were 
employed an average of 5°79 days per week was worked in the 
four weeks ended February 19th, as compared with an average of 
5°86 days a year ago. 

Pig Iron Industry.—The iron works to which the returns 
relate had 356 furnaces in blast at the end of February, or 1 more 
than at the end of January, and 4 more than a year ago. The 
number employed is estimated at 23,575, or about 70 more than 
at the end of February, and 1,350 more than a year ago. 

Employment at Steel Works underwent a further improvement 
during the month. At the 137 works covered by the returns, 
39,252 persons were employed at the end of February, as com- 
pared with 38,562 at the end of January, and 38,232 a year ago. 

At Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills there has been a 
slight falling off in the number employed. At 95 works 19,492 

rsons were employed at the end of February, as compared with 
19,635 at the end of January, and 19,653 a year ago, 

In the Tinplate Trade the number of mills at work has fallen 
off, the number reported as working at the end of February being 
318, as against 335 at the end of the preceding month, and 334 a 
year ago. 

Employment in the Hngineering and Metal trades, though 
much improved, is still affected by the recent dispute, a consider- 
able number of union members not having yet succeeded in finding 
employment. The percentage of unemployed union members in 
this group of trades at the end of February was 7:0, compared with 
64 in January. The percentage for February, 1897, was 2:0. The 

tage of ‘unemployed, however, has been increased by the 
inclusion of a certain number of members of engineering unions 
who during the previous months have been omitted as being on 
strike or locked out. If these were excluded the percentage unem- 
ployed in the group would be 4°1. 

In the Shipbuilding trades (which were indirectly affected by 
the late dispute) employment has considerably improved, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of February 
being 6°8, compared with 10°9 for January. The percentage for 
February last year was 5°8. 

Employment in the Building trades is very good, the percentage 
of unemployed union members being 1°7, compared with 2:0 per 
cent. for January, and also for February, 1897. 

The Furnishing trades are more actively employed, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members having fallen from 5-1 at 
the end of January to 2'8 at the end of February. The percentage 
for February, 1897, was 3:0. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades, particu- 
larly in the letterpress department, is good. The percentage of 
unemployed union members at the end of February was 3°6, 

with 4°9 in January and 4°4 per cent, in February, 1897. 

In the Paper trade employment has remained fairly steady, the 

percentage of unemployed union members at the end of February 
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being 3°5, compared with 3°0 for January and 29 in February last 
year. 

Employment in the G/ass trade shows but little change, fthe 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of February 
being 11°8, compared with 11°5 in January and12°5 in February, 
1697. 

In the Leather trade a slight improvement in employment is 
observable, the percentage of unemployed union members at the 
end of February being 3:7, compared with 4°2 in January. The 
percentage for February, 1897, was 2°0. 

Employment in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade has im- 
proved in some centres, but is still dull generally ; in the bespoke 
branch it remains dull. 

Employment in the ready-made Tailoring trade, although slack, 
has improved considerably. Thereisa slight improvement in the 
bespoke branch. 

Employment in both the Spinning and Weaving branches of 
the Cotton trade has faumtoak 

Employment in the Worsted trade shows some improvement; 
in the Woollen trade it is better in Scotland, but still slack in 
the English centres. 

Employment in the Hosiery trade continues slack. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 518 mills, employing 85,000 women and 
girls, shows that 69 per cent. were in mills giving full employment 
during the month, compared with 64 per cent. in January and 
68 per cent. in February, 1897. 

Trade Disputes.—Twenty -five fresh disputes began in 
February, 1898, involving 3,568 workpeople. The correspond- 
ing number of disputes for January was 28, involving 6,795 
workpeople, and for February, 1897, 58 disputes, involving 23,631 
_ workpeople. Six disputes took place in the building trades, 4 in 
coal mining, 5 in the metal, engineering, and shipbuilding trades, 
5 in the textile trades, and 5 in other industries. Of the 25 new 
and old disputes, involving 2,647 workpeople, of which the settle- 
ment is reported, 7, involving 283 persons, were settled in favour 
of the workpeople; 9, involving 1,455 persons, in favour of the 
employers ; while 9, involving 909, resulted in a compromise. 

Ghanges in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of 
wages of 9,750 workpeople were reported during February, of 
which number 8,350 received advances and 1,400 sustained 
decreases. The net result was an increase estimated at about 2d. 
per head in the weekly wages of those affected. One change, 
affecting 450 workpeople, was arranged by arbitration after a 
strike; changes affecting about 1,200-workpeople were arranged 
under sliding scales, The remaining changes, affecting about 
8,100 workpeople, were obtained after negotiation between the 
employers and their workpeople or their representatives. 
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Marks On Goops ImporTED FoR HomME CONSUMPTION. 


The following memorandum respecting marks on goods imported 

for home consumption, has been issued by the Commissioners of 
H. M. Customs 
_.1, Foreign goods imported into the United Kingdom which do 
not bear any marks whatever, either cn the goods themselves or 
on the packages or wrappers containing them, are not required to 
bear any qualifying statement or indication, such as “made 
abroad,” “made in Germany,” &c. . 

2. Foreign manufactured goods bearing a name or trade mark, 
being, or purporting to be, the name or trade mark of a manu- 
facturer, &c.,in the United Kingdom, must have that name or 
trade-mark accompanied by a detinite indication of the country 
of origin of the goods. The name of the country is a sufficient 
indication, without the words ‘ made in,” if a name or trade 
mark only appears, eg., “ John Smith, Germany,” would be 
satisfactory. If such a mark as “John Smith, Sheffield,” is used, 
then the qualification must be ‘“‘ made in Germany,” or similar 
wording. 

3. If foreign imperted goods bear the name of a place identical 
with, or a colourable imitation of, the name of a place in the 
United Kingdom, the name should be accompanied by the name 
of the country in which the place is situated. Thus Boston, in 
Massachusetts, should be accompanied by the name “ United 
States,” or by the initials “ U.S.A.’ 

_ 4, 1f a trade description includes the name of a place, and the 
goods on which it appears are not the produce of that place, or of 
the country in which it is situated, the trade description must be 
accompanied by a statement indicating the actual country of 
production. For instance, a wine, the produce of Germany, and 
described as “port” or “sherry” (which words include the names 
of the places Oporto and Xeres), should have that description 
accompanied by the statemeut “ produced in Germany,” or should 
be described as “German port” or ‘‘ German sherry.” An excep- 
tion to this rule is made in cases where the name of a place in a 
trade description is indicative merely of the character of the goods, 
and is not calculated to mislead as to the country of origin. Thus 
such a description as “Brussels caipet,” or “ Portland cement,” need 
not be accompanied by a statement of the country of actual 

uction. 

' 5. Trade descriptions in the English language applied to foreign 
goods imported for home consumption from non-English-speaking 
- countries are not regarded as indirect indications that the goods 
are of British or Irish origin, unless the officers have good ground 
for considering that such trade descriptions are specially designed 
to convey, and do in fact convey, an impression of British or Irish 
origin for the goods. 

Trade descriptions on imported goods in a foreign language, 
which is not that of the country from which the goods are imported, 
must be accompanied by a statement of the actual country of pro- 
duction of the goods, ¢.g., ‘‘ made in Germany.” 
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6. As regards watches, any mark on the case is deemed to 
extend to the watch. If, therefore a watch case is made in this 
country, and bears any statement or indication of such origin (as, 
for instance, a British Hall-mark) and the watch itself is made in 
Switzerland, then there must appear on the plate of the watch a 
statement or indication that it is of Swiss origin. 

7. All qualifying statements or indications must be distinct, in 
equally conspicuous characters with, and in proximity to, the 
marks they are intended to qualify. 

S. Marks on samples or patterns, whether of British or foreign 
manufacture, are not required to be accompanied by any qualifi- 
cation, provided such samples or patterns are valueless in them- 
selves, do not form whole or complete articles, and can be readily 
distinguished as samples or patterns. 


SEAMEN’s LopGinc HovusEs aT NEWPORT. 


By an Order in Council, dated 3rd February last, it is provided 
that from and after the 1st day of March, 1898, none but persons 
duly licensed in pursuance of the byelaws and regulations of the 
Council of the County Borough of Newport shall keep seamen’s 
lodging houses or let lodgings to seamen in the district of the local 
authority, including the seaport of Newport,or in any part 
thereof. 


TENDERS FOR COKE IN RussIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a de- 
-spatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Taganrog, stating that the 
Bryansk Company invite tenders for the supply of coke, to be 
delivered alongside their pier at Kertch. 

Those desirous of tendering are invited to communicate with the 
company, preferably in the Russian or German language. Letters 
should be addressed as follows:—Bryauskoe Aktsionernoe Ob- 
shchestvo, Kertch, Crimea, Russia. 

Certain futher particulars can be seen on application to the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office between the hours 
of 11 am, and d p.m. 


TENDERS FOR THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICAL POWER aT WARSAW. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a de- 
spatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Warsaw reporting 
that the municipality of that town are prepared to receive tenders 
for supplying the town with electrical power for the purpose of 
lighting, tramways, etc. 

Applications should be addressed to the President of the Town 
of Warsaw, from whom particulars can be obtained, 
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TENDERS FOR CoAL FOR CHRISTIANIA GASWORKs. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Hei Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, stating 
that tenders are invited by the Director of the Christiania Gas- 
works for the delivery of 30,000 tons “New Pelton,” “Old 
Pelton,” “ Londonderry,” “ Pelaw Main,” or “ Benwell” gas coal. 

Tenders, in sealed envelopes, marked ‘‘ Anbud paa Kul,” should 
be sent in by 6 p.m. on the 21st March, addressed to Hen. §. 
Svenden, Gasworks Office, Christiania, from whom all further 
particulars can be obtained. 


PLANS FOR New HARBOUR AT CHRISTIANIA. 


The Foreign Office has received from H.M. Consul-General at 
Christiania copies of the invitation of the Christiania Municipality 
for the plans of the projected new harbour of Christiania, for which 
prizes ranging from 166/. to 555/. aye offered for the best designs. 

Competitors must sendin their plans by 2 o'clock p.m. of the 
1st September, 1898, addressed to the Christiania Harbour Direc- 
tion’s Office, No. 9, Méller Gade. 

A précis in English of the above may be seen at the Commer- 
cial Department of the Board of Trade, 7 Whitehall Gardens, any 
day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR HARBOUR CONSTRUCTION IN ALGIERIA, 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Algiers, stating 
that tenders are invited for the construction of a new harbour in 
the Bay of Agha. 

Tenders should be sent to M. Coustolle, Rue Mahon, No. 1, 
Algiers, before the 30th March, 1898. 

Further particulars can be seen on application to the Com- 
mercial Department of the oreign Office, between the hours of 
1] a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR THE MONOPOLY OF THE TRADE IN MINERAL 
Ors IN SPAIN. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affuires at Madrid, stating 
that tenders are invited by the Spanish Government for the 
purchase of the monopoly for the importation, exportation, 
refining, and sale of petroleum and other mineral oils. 

The monoply is to be put up to auction at the Ministry of 
Finance on the 23rd March, at 4 o'clock p.m. 

' Further particulars as to the conditions for tender may be 
inspected at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, 
any time between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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TENDERS FOR THE SupPLY OF DRINKING WATER AT BOURGAS. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sophia a copy of a 
Notice issued by the Municipality of Sophia, inviting tenders for 
the supply of drinking water to that town. 

The date fixed for the adjudication is the 25th April next. 

Further particulars may be obtained on application to the 
Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, between the hours 
of 11 am. and 5 p.m. 


COPYRIGHT IN GERMANY. 


A notification as to provisions for the execution of the conven- 
tion respecting the formation of an International Union for the 
Protection of Works of Literature and Art, concluded at Berne on 
the 9th of September, 1886, has recently appeared in the official 
“ Central Blatt,” and will be of interest to British authors, etc. 

The following is a translation :— 

The treaties which existed between the German Empire and 
aud several German States on the one part and Great Britain on 
the other part, relative to the protection of copyright in works of 
literature and art,‘were put out of force on the 16th of December, 
1897. For works of British origin, which have hitherto been 
dealt with in accordaase with the provisions of those treaties, 
the following regulations, based upon 8. 2 of the Ordinance of the 
29th of November, 1897 (Reichsgesetzblatt, p. 787), respecting the 
execution of the convention for the formation of an international 
union for the protection of works of literature and art, con- 
cluded at Berne on the 9th of September, 1886, shall apply in 
regard to the stamping and registration of the specimens and 

apparatus described therein. 


Whosvever shall be in possession of copies or specimens of 
works of literature and art (writings, pictures, drawings, musical 
compositions, works of sculpture) which on the 16th day of 
December, 1897, had already been produced, or were in that day 
in course of production, shall be unde: the obligation, should he 
desire to sell or distribute the same, to submit them for stamping 
to the police authorities of his place of residence on or before the 
31st of March, 1898. 

Booksellers, commission agents, etc., who may be in possession 
of such copies or specimens, can submit them for stamping on 
behalf of the publishers or of their clients, without producing a 
special power of attorney. ite 


The police authorities shall keep an exact list of the copies or 
specimens submitted to them in the form indicated by the enclosed 
model (marked A), and shall stamp each separate copy or specimen 
with their official seal. 
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8. 3. 


Whosoever shall be in the possession of apparatus of the kind 
described in S. 1. No. 1. of the Ordinance (such as moulds, 
engraved plates, lithographers’ stones, stereotypes, &c.), and 
desires to continue using them for the production of copies—at 
most urtil the 3lst December, 1901—must submit such apparatus 
for stamping to the police authorities of his place of residence on 
or before the 31st of March, 1898. 

The copies produced by means of the stamped apparatus need 
- themselves be stamped. If desired, however, this also can be 

one. 

Any person who wishes to have such copies stamped must 
submit them to the police authorities on or before the 31st 
December, 1901. 

S. 4. 


The police authorities shall keep an exact list of the apparatus 
submitted to them in the form indicated by the enclosred model 
(marked B), and shall stamp the apparatus with their official seal 
in such a manner as to injure them as little as possible, while 
guarding against the possibility of the erasion of the stamp. 

They shall also, if copies produced by such apparatus are 
submitted to them for stamping, keep an exact list of such copies 
according to Model A, mentioned in S. 2, and stamp each separate 
copy with their official sea!. 


8. 5. 


The police authorities are not called upon to determine whether 
the production of the copies or the use of the apparatus was per- 
missible ; on the other hand, they shall refuse the stamping in case 
they ascertain that the copies or specimens referred to in S. 1, or 
the apparatus referred to in S. 3 did not yet exist on the 16th of 
December, 1897, or that the printing of copies had not yet com- 
menced on that day, or that the copies described in S. 3 have been 
produced by means of unstamped apparatus. 


S. 6. 


The list shall be sent in by the police authorities to the com- 
petent central authorities within six weeks after their completion, 
and shal] be preserved by the latter. A notice on the part of the 
police authorities that no copies or apparatus have been presented 
for stamping is not necessary. 


7. 


No fee shall be charged for the registration and stamping of 
copies or apparatus. 
Berlin, February 3rd, 1898, 
for the Imperial Chancellor, 
(Signed) Nieberding. 
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A. 
List 
of copies presented for stamping to the undersigned Police 
Authorities. 
P — copies. sitions, etc. stamped. 
B. 
List 


of apparatus (moulds, plates, stones, stereotypes, &c.) presented 
for stamping to the undersigned Police Authorities. 


Titles of the writings, | Descripion 
No Date of pictures, compositions, | and site 
F presentation. | P® ete., to be produced of thez 

Ppa , by the apparatus. apparatus. 


OPENING OF NEw PorTs IN CELEBEZ. 


A despatch dated 3rd March last has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Colonial Office notifying that the ports 
of Kwandang and Belang in the Residency Menado (North 
Celebez) will be open to general trade from the 1st April next. 

These harbours have hitherto been merely visited by coastting 
vessels, but as their importance has increased, owing to the 
development of commerce, it has been considered that the time 
has now arrived when they may be opened to vessels of all nations 
and when the regulations which are incident to all trading ports, 
such as the appointment of a harbour master, etc., may be put 
into practice, 


CoNTRACTS FOR Railways IN COLOMBIA. 

The following particulars as to contracts for certain railways 
in the United States of Colombia have been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Villiers, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at 
Bogota :— 

1. Contract with M. Francisco J. Cisneros, for the prolonga- 

tion of the Bolivar Railway. 

Art, 1. Grants a privilege of fifty years to construct and put 
in working order a railway trom Barranquilla or any point of the 
Bolivar railway between the said towns and Puerto Colombia 
to any terminal point between Sabanalarga and Usiacuri: the 
railway to comply with the following conditions :— 

(a) Width between rails, 3ft. 63in. 

(6) Minimum weight of rails, 35lbs. per yard. 

(c) Rolling stock not inferior to that of the Bolivar Railway, 

and sufficient in quantity. 

(d) Bridges, viaducts, and all work well constructed and not 

provisional. 
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(e) The railway and its annexes to be of permanent charac- 
ter, with 

(f) Sufficient stations, warehouses, &c. 

2.—Contract with M. Alberto de J. Roca for the construction of a 
7 Railway from Ocana to the River Magdalena. 
(a) The line shall be a light road. 

(6) Breadth of line between rails one metre (3°28 feet). 

(c) The gradients shall be as slight as possible, and never 
more than 3 per cent. 

(a) The curves shall not have a radius of less than 100 metres 
(328 feet), excepting those already in use. 

(e) No piece of line between two curves which wend in an 
opposite direction shall be less than sixty metres (196°8 
feet.) 

(f) The banks shall not be of less width than two metres 

: seventy centimetres (9 feet) on top 

(g) The line shall be constructed on firm and solid ground 
above heights of floods. 

(h) The rails shall be of steel of good quality, and weigh 
23 kilograms per lineal metre (46 lbs. per yard). 

(i) The sleepers shall be of necessary size and quality, and at 
least 1,250 to each kilometre (five-eights of a mile). 

(*) Bridges, &c., of necessary strength, and nothing to be of a 

provisional character. 

(k) Ballast to be 20 to 30 centimetres thick. 

(1) Rolling stock according to requirements of traffic. 

(m) Locomotives shall weigh at least 25 tons each, with a 
speed of 20 kilometres per hour. 

(x) Two principal stations to be constructed, one at Ocana 
and one at the other terminus. 

(i) The concessionary must pay the price of constructing 
— crossings when traversing public and private 
roads. 


(0) The needs of traffic must be provided for. 
Details of the above contracts may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, $.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GOVERNMENT CoNTRACTS. 


War Offce.—The Secretary of State for War is prepared to 
receive tenders for the supply of Made up Clothing. 

Patterns and specification may be seen and forms of tender 
obtained at the Royal Army Clothing Department, Grosvenor 
Road, London, S.W., at the Chambers of Commerce, Bristol and 
—_ and at the Army Ordmance Department, Montpelier Hill, 

ublin. 

Forms of tender may also be obtained at the War Oftice. 

The tenders are to be delivered at the War Office, Pall Mall, 
S.W., by 12 o'clock noon, on Friday, the 18th March, 1898, 
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addressed to the Director of Army Contracts, and marked on the 
outside * Tender for Clothing.” 

India Ofice.—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply :—1. Rails and Fishplates; 2. Fishbolts ; 3. Wrought 
Tron Bearing Plates for Rails; 4. Wrought Iron Dog Spikes. 

The Conditions of Coutract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
Tenders are to be delivered at that office by Two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 22nd March, 1898, after which time no Tender will 
be received. 


INSPECTORS OF WRIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following Inspector of Weights and Measures has during 
the month of February 1898 passed the examination provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889. 

Jones, Albert Charles... al Gloucester County. 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a piece of silver plate to 
Richard Nierich, master of the German s.s, “ Aller,” of Bremen, 
in recognition of his humanity and kindness to the shipwreked 
crew of the British s,s. “Dago,” of Sunderland, which was 
abandoned in the North Atlantic Ocean on 27th January last. 

The Board have also awarded a binocular glass together with a 
gold medal to Emil Zander, 4th mate and silver medals together 
with a sum of two pounds (2/.) each to Hermann Schrorder, sail- 
maker, and Franz Bebber, Carl Reiss, Christian Koenig, Rudolph 
Bruhn, Johannes Backhus, Oswald Wagenknecht, and Hermann 
Reddel, seaman of the “ Aller,’ who manned the boat that 
- rescued the crew of the “ Dago ” on the occasion referred to. 

Also, bronze medal for gallantry in saving life at sea, together 
with a sum of three pounds (3/.) each to Adolphus Gaudion and 
George James Bewey, fishermen of Guernsey, in recognition of 
their services in rescuing the survivors of the passengers and crew 
of the s.s, “Channel Queen,” of Guernsey, which was wrecked on 
the coast of that island on the 1st February last. 


Hints To TRADERS WITH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The following information relative to the trade of Uganda and 
neighbouring districts has been received from a well-informed 
source 

It ‘appears that certain cotton cloth sent from this country to 
Central Africa is so covered with size or some other preparation 
that the texture is subject to rapid deterioration. It is, moreover, 
not so durable as the American article, and is dearer and heavier, 
the latter a serious consideration where goods have to be conveyed 
by the most expensive of all kinds of transport, viz, on men's 
heads. It is contended that English firms are unable to produce 
the article in demand, but the Americans appear to be able to do so, 

It,is not possible to state the annual value of this trade, but it 
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must be very great and growing daily with the march of civilisation 
and the consequently increased desire for clothing. Another point 
which should not be lost sight of by shippers to Central Africa 
is the operation of a special style of packing. As an example, it 
has been stated that in the colony of Victoria the trade in tacks 
has been lost to British firms because they failed to pack in 
cardboard boxes instead of in paper parcels ; the same trade has 
probably suffered in other places from the very same cause. 

It should be impressed on the British manufacturer that every- 
thing should be packed, as far as possible, so that the cases can 
be made use of after the contents have been used. Asan example, 
tea may be packed in compact little tins with close fitting lids, in 
which botanical specimens or anything else might be afterwards 
kept without fear of the damp. The firm that starts packing 
jam, butter, flour, &c. in similar tins will be amply rewarded for 
any expense they may incur. It may be added that jars or tins with 
screw lids like those which prune jars have, are most convenient. 

It should be noticed that close packing so that space is not 
uselessly taken up by quantities of straw, is very important, as 
this means useless payment of freight. 


IL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 
The monthly accounts of Trade and Navigation show that the 
value of the imports into the United Kingdom from foreign 
countries and British possessions for the month ended 28th 
February 1898, was 35,770,874/. as compared with 37,245,1641. 
for February 1897,showing a decrease of 1,474,290/. or 4:1 per cent. 
The exports of British and Irish produce and mauufactures for 
February 1898 were valued at 17,641,849]. as compsred with 
17,864,682/., for February 1897, showing a decrease of 222,833. 
or 1°2 per cent., and the Exports of Foreign and Colonial Merchan- 
dise for February 1898 were valued at 5,311,657/., as against 
5,224,138/. for February 1897, an increase of 87,519/.,or 1°6 per cent. 
Imporis.—The following table gives the value of the imports 
for February 1898 as compared with February 1897, according 
to the principal categories of merchandise. 


| Increase. | Decrease. 
| 1997. 1898. | 
£ 
Food, Drink, and Tobacco - 15,073,045 | 14,732,888 —_ | 340,157 
Metals - = 1,830,386 | 1,645,382 — | 184,954 
emicale, Dye Stuffsand , | 
Tanning Substances - +, 673474 550,715 — | 122,759 
+ 
Raw Materials for Manufac- }| 19,587,236 | 9,904,518 — | 989,718 
Manufactured and Miscel- 
8,069,592 | 8,281,616 | 212,024 
Total £ | 37,245,164 | 36,770,874 — | 1,474,290 


* See also pp. 365 and 366. 
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In the imports for February, 1898, as compared with February 
1897, the amount of wheat imported has decreased in value 
630,975/., but wheat meal and flour shows an increase of 17%,4621., 
and oats of 170,2932, Potatoes show an increase of 105,660/., and 
oranges and lemons of 146,132/. ; but cheese has decreased 125,865/., 
fish, cured or salted, 197,481/., and apples vaw, 112,582/. Under 
raw materials for textile manufactures, cotton raw has decreased 
319,087/., and wool of all kinds, 693,309/.; but jute has increased 
116,1637., and the imports of silk were also greater than in February, 
1897. Among other raw materials, hides have increased 129,3141., 
but wood, manures, and caoutchouc show decreases in each case. 

Exports.—With regard to the exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures for February, 1898, the following table 
shows the value for that period as compared with February, 1897 : 


Month ended Feb. 28th. 
Increase. | Decrease. 


1€97. 1898, 
Animals, livi 54,308 ei 329 26.936 
Articles of food and drink - | _ 801,920 | 785,138 — 16,782 
Raw materials - 1,283,275 | 1,337,303 _ 54,028 


Articles manufactured and partly manufac- 
tured— 


Yarns and textile fabrics - - 7,773,309 | 7,960,608 187,299 ee 


Metals and articles manufactured there- ‘ 
from (except machinery) - - 2,542,282 | 2,366,351 
_ Machinery and mill work - - - | 1,248,092 | 1,011,776 —- 236,316 
Miscellaneous - - | 4,161,411 | 4,099,344 62,067 
Total - £| 17,864,682 |17,641.249 | — 922,833 


Comparing the value of the exports tur bebruary, 18y8, with 
these for February, 1897, the trade in coal, coke and fuel shows 
an increase of 113,998/., and of cotton yarns and manufactures, 
283,5571.; but woollen and worsted tissues show a decrease of 
97,5751; iron, unwrought and wrought, of 185,370/.; machinery, 
of 236,3162.; and cycles and parts thereof, of 42,794/. Linen 
piece goods declined in value during the month; 467,000 yards 
more were exported than in February, 1897, but the value was 
declared as 5,234/. less. The effect of the prolonged engineers’ 
dispute may still be seen in the decreased value of the ex- 
ports of machinery and millwork, and, with regard to the other 
decreases, it may be noted that the United States and all the 
countries of South America took less woollen and worsted tissues, 
and the Dingley Tariff appears to be responsible also for decline 
in other branches of export, notably the hardware trade, though 
the stagnancy of the iron trade in general must, as in the case of 
machinery, be set down to the engineering dispute. 

Taking now the trade for the two months ended 28th February, 
1898, as compared with a similar period of 1897, the imports 
were valued at 75,700,165/, as against 77,020,832/., showing a 
decrease of 1,320,667. The value of the exports of British and 
Irish produce and manufacture for the two months in 1898 
was 36,873,253/., showing a decrease of 777,665. as compared 
with the same period of 1897. The exports of foreign and 
colonial merchandise for the two months amounted in value to 
9,994,3187. in 1898, as compared with 9,379,123]. in 1897. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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TIT.—WARNING TO EXPORTERS OF BRITISH GOODS 
TO BRAZIL. 


A communication dated 14th January last has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro, 
transmitting a report on British products condemned by the 
Analytical Department of the Rio de Janeiro Customs, The 
report states that until quite recently a very unsatisfactory feature 
of the Brazilian trade has been the ease and impunity with which 
goods could be offered for sale under false marks imitating those 
of well-known European makers. 

Large distilleries were established in the country, and openly 
carried on an immense business in spurious wines, spirits, per- 
fumery, mineral waters, biscuits, etc., the greater part of which 
found their way into the interior of the country, labelled and 
packed in imitation of the goods supplied by some of 
the most renowned producing houses in the world. In the same 
way, much very inferior beer was disposed of as Bass’s ale and 
Guinness's stout, and as for head covering it was almost impossible 
to find a hat with the name of a Brazilian maker. Although the 
consumption has, for some time back, been in a very great 
measure supplied by local makers, the hats are generally marked 
“ Lincoln & Bennett,” “ Christy & Co.,” or with the name of some 
other well-known London maker. 

There is no doubt that this piracy of trade-marks did much to 
injure the reputation and trade of many good manufacturers, 
owing to the grossly inferior nature of the stuff foisted on tothe 
public under their names. 

No repressive measures of an effective nature were however put 
in force by the Administration, and so this spurious trade con- 
tinued to increase and prosper, its development being unfortunately 
facilitated by the fall of exchange, which has put the prices of 
many of the genuine foreign commodities beyond the purchasing 
power of any but the affluent classes. 

The Government has at last however decided to place a control 
upon this kind of trade, and on the 8rd November last a decree was 
prohibiting the importation or fabrication of 

bels intended to imitate those of foreign manufacturers. 
and requiring that all productions made in Brazil shall 
be labelled in a way to show their origin. Prior to this, a legis- 
lative measure had been adopted, with the ostensible object of 
securing the purity and genuineness of alimentary productions, 
wines, spirits, beers, etc., imported into the Republic. For this 
purpose one of the clauses of the Budget Law for 1897 provided 
that wines, pigs’ lard and all other alimentary productions 
condemned by the National Laboratory be destroyed, and the 
importers fined in the sum of Rs 500,000. Under this provision all 
wines and alimentary productions are considered injurious to the 
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public health, and therefore condemned, which contain any of the 
following elements :—Boric or salicylic acid, alcohol of bad quality, 
free mineral acids, such as sulphuric, sulphurous, azatic, chlor- 
hydric, sulphites, alum, alkaline fluorates and _fluvsilicates, 
saccharin, salts of strontium, lead, zinc, tin, arsenic, antimony, 
sulphate of potash, in the proportion of more than two grammes 
per litre of wine ; in beer, the succedanea of hops, as absinthe, 
quassia amara, colchicum, picrotoxin, colocynth, nux vomica, 
picric acid, aloes, and also essences prepared with ethers of oil 
classes, colouring substances derived from mineral coal, 
and with a base of lead, mercury, copper, arsenic, antimony, 
baryum, or any other substance which science has recognised 
or may recognise to be injurious to health. 

In all cases the importation of artificial wines is prohibited, 
even when they do not contain substances injurious to the public 
health, and such wines are to be destroyed if not re-exported 
within such time as may be appointed by the Inspector of 
Customs, ‘ 

In consequence of this enactment, the Public Analyst has con- 
demned, as containining ingredients injurious to health, supplies 
received from firms of various nationalities, whose productions 
had hitherto been admitted without question to the Brazilian 
market, as well as all others in the world. 

Of British productions, small lots have been condemned (which 
are said to have been supplied by various firms in the United 
Kingdom). 

In the analyses that have been made by the Brazilian Analytical 
Department only in one case have the proportions of the different 
elements discovered been clearly stated, all the other analyses 
are extraordinarily vague, merely asserting the presence of certain 
- injurious ingredients “in a notable proportion.” 

In the matter of spirits for example the Brazilian Govern- 
ment has up to the present failed to indicate what proportions 
of superior alcohols will be allowed in the various descriptions, 
and it may be open to question whether undue precipitation and 
arbitrariness have not been shown in destroying goods and 
——s fines before this all-important preliminary has been 
settled. 

It is stated that in France the proportion of “ alcools super- 
ieurs ” allowed in brandy is 4 per cent., and that certain old and 
genuine spirits, in consequence of the nature of the substances 
from which they are derived, must perforce generate such alcohols 
to that extent. In Brazil, however, such a proportion is said to be 
considered excessive, and therefore the importation of genuine 
spirits of these higher classes will practically be prohibited. 

The only explanatory instructions yet issued, for guidance, 
in dealing with matters affected by the Regulations referred to, 
are contained in a circular of the Minister of Finance dated 
31st December last, which directs that consignees of wines when 
clearing them at the Customs are to declare their alcoholic 
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strength, that the degree of alcochol is to be determined after 
distillation, and that the process of distillation is to be performed 
by the Salleron apparatus. 

- Some of the importers whose shipments have been condemned 
have sought the advice of the Consulate as to adopting proceed- 
ings to vindicate the genuineness of the articles received, and 
protect the good name of the British producer. 

The only advice that circumstances appeared to admit was that 
British exporters should be made fully aware of the provisions of 
the Brazilian law, and that future shipments should be accom- 
panied by the analysis of a recognised independent authority, this 
analysis to be attached officially to the Bill of Lading by the 
Brazilian Consul at port of shipment with his certificate that the 
analysis refers to the goods mentioned in the Bill of Lading. 
If on arrival in Brazil suc goods should be condemned, a judicial 
protest could be entered before the proper Local Authority— the 
Brazilian Sectional judge—and a petition presented for a second 
analysis by independent and properly qualified parties. 

‘It would, however, appear impossible to avoid difficulties and 
questions so long as the Brazilian Government continues to leave 
undehned the exact proportion of superior alcohols and other 
elements which will be allowed in the various descriptions of 
wines and spirits imported into the country. 


IV.—THE DEVELOPMENT OF PERSIAN TRADE. 


The Trade routes which connect Persia with the outer world 
may be roughly classified into Northern, North-Western, and 
North- Eastern routes, which are more or less monopolised by Russia, 
— the Southern and South-Western by England and by British 
India. 

. The more purely Russian lines are those from Tiflis in the 
Caucasus, and from Astara, a small port on the southern shore of 
the Caspian to Tabriz, and thence via Kasvin to the capital: the 
caravan routes from Enzeli, Resht, and Meshed-i-sar on the 
Caspian direst to Tehran: the route from Gez on the south-eastern 
shore of the Caspian via Asterabad, and the still more important 
one from Askabad on the Transcaspian line, of which the two 
last-named lead direct to Meshed, the capital of the rich Persian 
province of Khorassan. 

But although Russia may predominate in the north, the bulk 
of the foreign trade of Persia is carried ox in the south via the. 
ports of the Persian Gulf, and here the British trader is in the 
ascendant. These ports are Bunder-Abbas at the entrance to 
the Gulf, whence caravans ply via Kerman and Yezd to Ispahan 
and even strike off in a north-easterly direction to Meshed - 
Lingah, the port of the Persian province of Laristan,-Bushire, 
which trades with Tehran via Shiraz and Ispahan,— and 
Mohammerah for Shustar and I:pahan and thence to the capital. 
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The trade of Western and North-Western Persia is also carried 
on by a line of steamers up the Persian Gulf to the Turkish port 
of Busrah (Bassorah)—there being trans-shipped to river steamers 
on the Tigris for carriage to Baghdad, whenceit is conveyed across 
the Turko-Persian frontier at Khanikin and qrenmealle reaches 
Tehran via Kermanshah and Hamadan. The other transit routes 
through Asiatic Turkey are from the port of Alexandretta on the 
shores of the Levant—via Aleppo, Mosul and Tabriz, and from 
Trebizond on the Black Sea via Erzeroum to Tabriz. 

The commercial avenues to Persia may therefore be summarised 
as follows * :— 


Through Russian Territory :— 
1. Via Tiflis, Tabriz and Kazvin to Tehran, 
Via Afghanistan. 
2. Via the Southern Caspian Ports. 
3. Via the Transcaspian Railway and the Khanates. 


Through British India :— 
Via Afghanistan and Beluchistan. 


Direct from Persian Gulf Ports :— 
1. Via Bunder-Abbas Kerman, and Yezd. 
2. Via Lingah and Laristan. 
3. Vea Bushire, Shiraz, and Ispahan. 
4. Via Mohammerah, Shustar, and Ispahan. 


Through Turkish Territory :— 
1. Via Busrah, Baghdad, and Khanikin. 
2. Via Alexandretta, Aleppo, Mosul, and Tabriz. 
3. Via Trebizond, Erzeroum, and Tabriz. 


The Right Hon. G. N. Curzon, M.P., in his authoritative work 
on Persia, which was published in 1892, devotes several pages 
to the trade of the country, from which the following extract 
may be inserted here as giving much valuable information on 
the important question of the commercial rivalry between Russia 
and Great Britain in Persia. 

Mr. Curzon states that it is only within 30 years prior to the 
publication of his book that Russia has awakened to the real 
value of Persian trade or has developed the means of adequately 
profiting by it. 

“ Within that period, the final subjugation of the Caucasus, the 
steps whereby first Poti, then Tiflis, and finally Batum, have been 
connected by rail with Baku, the simultaneous improvement of 
railway communication from Central Russia to the Volga and 
Astrakhan, the extended navigation of the Volga, and, above all, 
the creation of a large merchant marine upon the Caspian, have 
given an impetus to, at the same time that they have fortified the 
monopoly of, Russo-Persian trade on the north, that cannot 
possibly be exaggerated. The almost miraculous growth of Baku 


, *See Sketch Map accompanying this Article. . 
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in particular, since the expansion of the petroleum industry, has 
created a large demand, and has provided a handy neighbouring 
market for Persian timber, skins, corn, rice, and dried fruits. 
More recently, the construction of the Transcaspian railway, 
by opening a new gateway into Persia cn the north -east, 
has extended the line of Russian superiority to Khorassan and 
has handed to her the keys of the entire north of the 
Shah’s dominions. Backed up througnout this period by the 
fiscal policy of rigid exclusiveness, the control of the northern 
markets has naturally gravitated towards Russian hands, and has 
only been successfully contested in cases where the manifest 
superiority of English goods has enabled them to survive the cost 
of the long caravan journeys from the Black Sea, from Baghdad 
or from the Gulf. It should noted further that the Russian 
approaches, both by land sea upon the north, are far easier and 
more expeditious than are the corresponding avenues open to 
Great Britain upon the south and west. Though the Persian 
ports or landing-places on the Caspian can scarcely be distinguished 
in point of execrable badness, from their rivals on the Gulf, they 
are yet situated within as many hundred miles of the Russian 
ports of embarkation or the reverse, as the Gulf ports are 
distant thousands from Bombay or from London. The Russian 
frontier is within 80 miles of Tabriz, the commercial capital of 
Persia,and Russian steamers can unlade their goods within 160 miles 
of Teheran, the political capital and largest centre of population. 
“Fortunately this Russian predominance stands neither un- 
contested nor alone. It is balanced in the whole of Central and 
Southern Persia by a British ascendency, with which the 
distance of Russia from the Indian Ocean has never enabled her 
to compete, and which is now so firmly established as to defy 
assault. In 1876 the tonnage of British shipping in the Persian 
Gulf was returned at only 1,200 tons, but, in 1889, 115,000 tons of 
shipping, of which 113,000 were British, were cleared from the 
port of Bushire alone.* In 1870 only’ a monthly steamer 
visited the Gulf from Bombay, and three or, at the most, four 
sailing ships a year from England, Weekly and fortnightly 
services now ply there with exemplary regularity. This astonish- 
ing growth is to be attributed to four causes: To the immense 
reduction of distance by the Suez Canal route ; to the greater 
security that prevails in Persia itself, and the corresponding spread 
of knowledge as to its needs; to the exclusive policy of the 
Russian Government, which, by shutting the northern gates to 
every other power, has driven England to improve and develop 
her southern means of access ; and, above all, to the vast improve- 
ment in steam service and the cheapening of maritime freights. 
Where Manchester goods once entered Persia through Turkey 
they now are shipped direct from England or are re-shipped from 


Bombay. 


* At Bushire, in 1895 and 1896, the total tonnage cleared was 182,181 and 
148,525 tons respectively, of which 163,626 and 126,237 tons were British. 
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“ Such, and so firmly rooted are the rival tendencies on the north 
and south, Russian predominance in one quarter being met and 
balanced by British predominance in the other. Between the two 
exists a middle region over which both parties are emulously 
endeavouring to extend their sway, and the destiny of which as 
yet undecided, will supply, in a manner, a touchstone of the 
respective capacities and probable future of the combatants.” 

Taking now the foreign trade of Persia via the Persian Gulf 
ports which, as has been shown above, is chiefly in Anglo-Indian 
hands, the following table, compiled from returns furnished by 
H.M. Consul at Bushire shows the value in sterling of the imports 
into and exports from the four ports on the Persian coast of the 
Gulf, (distinguishing the trade to and from the United Kingdom 
and British India) and, in addition, the import and export trade of 
the island of Bahrein (which is under British protection) which 
also serves to indicate the predominance of the interests of the 
United Kingdom and British India in those regions :— 

Table showing the Imports into and Exports from the Ports 
of the Persian Gulf in the years 1894, 1895, and 1896. 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
PORTS. 
1834. 1895. 1896. 1894. 1895, 1896. 
£ £ £ Mod £ £ 
Bunder-Abbas— 
India - -| 529,138 419,553 303,138 187,173 | 122,760 
United Kingdom 3,417 15.773 38,115 6.934 4,167 2:371 
Other Countries 19.931 42,928 92'523 76,519 | 88,244 55,016 
Total - -| 545,486 478,254 363,776 270,636 | 324,920 180,147 
Lingah— | | 
India - - -| 306,028 225,271 156,444 249,149 260,089 272,041 
United Kingdom | 212 2,055 | 2,667 | 2,365 
Other Couctries*| 348,151 361,054 268,365 || 315,792 | 248,594 223,959 
Total - -| 654,529 587,213 425,021 566,996 511,350 498,365 
Bushire— 
India - - -| © 368,389 248,007 229,596 104,259 68,844 76,466 
United Kingdom | 534/109 679,723 394.097 97,465 156,794 106,707 
Other Countries 97,008 89,197 164,606 360.111 303,189 257,138 
Total - 1,019,606 | 1,016,927 78,299 561,835 | 528,827 440,311 
Mohammerah— | 
89,174 85,316 133,020 21,564 20,178 20,257 
United Kingdom 4,890 796 5,153 4.053 14/758 
Other Countries 3,996 11,519 5,733 1,410 
Total - - 98,060 110,631 143,906 27,027 35,902 66,908 
Total Persian 
Ports— 
India - - -| 1,305,729 978,147 822,198 562,145 581,620 491,524 
United Kingdom) 542,766 710,180 437.577 110;517 178,386 133,051 
Uther Countries 469,086 504,698 461,227 753,832 640,993 561,156 
Total - -| 2,317,581 | 2,193,025 | 1,721,002 || 1,426,494 | 1,409,999 | 1,185,731 
ndia 
266, 382 255,869 298,450 276,468 229,403 304,286 
Uther Countries | 36)'599 131141 185,656 175,237 159,856 181,043 
Total - -| 427,911 387,010 479,106 451,705 389,259 485,329 


* Principally to and from the Arab Coast of the Gulf 
+ Principally from Turkey and to Turkish Arabia, 
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With regard to the trade via Busrah, Baghdad and Khanikin, and 
that via Aleppo and Mosul, no figures are available: in fact, it is 
stated in British consular reports that the Turkish authorities 
invariably refuse to furnish any particulars as to the quantities or 
values of goods imported or exported. : 

H.M. Consul at Trezibond, however, in a report to the Foreign 
Office received in March 1897 (Annual Series, 1864), gives 
details of the transit trade through that port to and from Persia 
for 1895 and 1896 as follows :— 


| Imports into Persia. | Exports from Persia. 
From and To, 
| 1895, | 1896. | 1896, 
£ £ £ 
United Kingdom - - | 427,320 333,555 | 28,345 23,120 
Turkey and Egypt - - 3,030 1,600 | =: 162,230 152,540 
Other countries . -| 252,540* 242,080* 20,945 12,860 
| 211,520 | 188,520 


682,890 | 577,285 


* Chiefly Austria and Germany. 


There are no reliable data readily available with regard to the vaiue 
of Russia’s trade with Northern Persia either via the Tiflis-Tabriz 
route or by Astara. Enzeli, Resht and the other Caspian ports or 
by the Transcaspian Railway and Askabad: but the trade with 
Meshed (Khorassan) for the years 1895 and 1896 is stated by H.M. 
Consul-General at Meshed to have been as follows :— 


| 


Imports. Exports. 
To and from Meshed. 
1895. | 1896 1895. 1896. 

Via Bombay,Bunder Abbas 

and Yezdor Kirman - 312,123 119,167 6,871 £2,269 
Via Russian Territory = - 59,208 86,929 24,458 67,889 
Via Turkey and Tabriz - 19,623 | 24,166 
Via Afghanistan - - 13,479 11,859 9,623 12,668 


*No figures available. 


Here again the immense preponderance of imports via British 
India is remarkable, although the goods have to be shipped from 
Karachi to Bunder-Abbas and thence conveyed nearly a thousand 
miles on camels via Yezd or Kerman, whereas the Transcaspian 
railway can bring Russian goods almost to the very borders of 
Khorassan, and within a compsratively short distance of Meshed 
itself. The new trade route to Eastern Persia via Quetta, Nushki, 
Nasirabad and Kain, an account of which was published in the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for November last, will probably divert 
much of that import trade in tea, piece goods, ete, from British India 
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which has hitherto been conveyed by the long and risky Karachi- 
Bunder-Abbas-Yezd route, and H.M. Consul-General at Meshed 
in his latest Report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series 2,008) 
states that the Peshawur merchants residing at Bokhara may 
possibly decide to import their tea from India via Quetta instead 
of having it carried round by sea to Batoum and thus through 
Russian territory to its destination. 

According to the above figures, then, Great Britain in 1896 
monopolised 58 per cent. of the Persian transit trade via Trebizond, 
and, with India, nearly 80 per cent. of the import trade of Bushire, 
the chief port of the Persian Gulf, and 73 per cent. of the whole 
trade of the Gulf. 

There is one fact, however, which should not be lost sight of, and 
this is that sucha position cannot be maintained without increased 
vigilance and energy, especially in the construction, whenever 
possible, of roads and railways from the Southern ports, where 
the trade is in English hands, towards the rich districts of the in- 
terior. In this connection a writer in the ““Pioneer Mail” (Allahabad) 
of January 28th last remarks that, at present, English 
traders are wont to regard Persia with suspicion, while Russia and 
German influence and capital are busily at work pushing on the 
construction of the Enzeli and Khanikin roads, the former leading 
from the Caspian to Tehran, the latter intersecting the north- 
west of Persia. The completion of the road which leads from the 
southern port to the capital, the concession for which is still with 
the Imperial Bank and the extension of which for a further term 
of ten years was one of the last official acts of the late Shah, should 
be undertaken as speedily ‘as possible. The article continues as 
follows :—“‘ The Bank—which is the only British institution in the 
country—has already spent a large sum of money on the northern 
section of this road. But British commerce with Persia, 
which is large and increasing, imperatively demands the 
road, and seeing that it is from the south that English 
and Indian goods enter Persia it was unfortunate that its con- 
struction was commenced from the Tehran instead of the Ahwaz 
terminus where every mile of road would have been at once 
remunerative. When the scheme is placed before the 
public it must propose to commence from the south, working 
gradually northwards to the rich districts of Hamadan and Ispahan, 
and the road should at first be of a simple character, without 
expensive works and bridges, to facilitate and develop the local 
traffic: without it the trade of Persia will inevitably travel by the 
German and Russian roads, and the loss to British Indian com- 
merce be very large. Seeing that the Persian Government has 
bound itself to Russia to make no railways until 1900, we certainly 
cannot do better than push farward the construction of a road 
which three years hence could be used as a basis of light railway.” 
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V.—BRITISH TRADE WITH SERVIA. 


British trade with Servia is limited to the importation by the 
latter country of British produce and manufactures. No Servian 
produce is exported to the United Kingdom. The proportion of 
British trade to the gross importation was 10, 8, and 12 per cent. 
for the years 1894-95-96 respectively. The business done in 1896 
was, therefore, fairly satisfactory ; it consisted chiefly of dealings 
in leather, rice, soda, ammonia, cotton-seed oil, woollen goods, and 
cotton yarn and tissues, 

H.M. Consul at Belgrade, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office, states that in view of the depressed state of Servian 
agriculture and the pressure of financial difficulties there can be no 
immediate increase in the purchasing power of the country and a 
falling-off of imports under the head of manufactured goods must 
be looked for. A very small proportion of Servian imports, 
however, falls under the definition of luxuries, and the quickening 
effect of one good harvest will make itself felt with great rapidity 
in a of such necessity as cotton yarns and low-priced piece 
goods. 

The record of business in Servia is often a monotonous one, and 
advice to one’s countrymen necessarily takes the form of repetition. 
Much may be simplified into an appeal to British manutacturers 
to give up prejudices of long standing, and to realise that a new 
order has been created by the energy and multiplication of their 
rivals on the Continent. It is impossible to strike an original 
note on a theme so worn as that of languages, and there is 
some reason to fear that familiarity is breeding contempt for 
the advice so universally given on the subject in all modern 
Consular Reports. A few weeks ago the British Consulate was 
applied to by a British firm to recommend a suitable agent for 
business which they wished to open with Belgrade. The matter 
was one necessitating certain technical knowledge on the agent's 
part, and the choice of suitable persons was, therefore, limited. 
A recommendation was sent to the British firm with the explana- 
tion that it would be necessary to conduct their correspondence 
with Belgrade in German. Instead of acting on this advice the 
firm proceeded to communicate with their agent-designate in Eng- 
lish, and informed the Consulate that no difficulty had hitherto 
been experienced by them in getting their own language accepted 
on the Continent. It is, therefore, very clear that British manu- 
facturers are still to be found who, whilst they are ready and 
willing to push their business in all parts of the world, have failed 
to realise that the foreign trader is compassed about by scores of 
producers to whose agent most of the Continental languages are 
amiliar, and that he, like everyone else, prefers to do business with 
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those who make it easiest as well as most profitabletohim, Eng- 
lish is of very little use in Servian commerce, but in ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred the latter can be carried on in German. A 
few of the largest wholesale merchants in Belgrade understand the 
English language, and make their purchases by periodical visits to 
Manchester and Bradford, but the bulk of the trade is carried on 
through commercial travellers or resident agents to whom German 
is as their native tongue. The British Consulate has frequently 
advocated the usefulness of the commercial traveller as a means for 
extending British trade with Servia, and experience con‘irms the 
belief that commercial interests are better served by frequent per- 
soual visits than by any other form of agency. Equipped with a 
knowledge of German, and armed with a sufficient supply of patience 
and attention to the peculiarities of the people with whom he 
wishes to deal, a capable man of business runs very little risk of 
wasting his time at Belgrade. He may, perhaps, find during the 
busy season that the first half of a week has gone by without any 
orders being obtained, but if he perseveres during the second half 
of that period his reward may be considered sure. The explanation 
will be that from Monday to Thursday the Servian tradesman was 
too busy selling to customers from the interior to give his attention 
to buying, but is quite ready to devote himself to the latter phase 
of business from Thursday to Sunday. A considerable order 
was not long ago secured for an English firm from a wholesale 
merchant who had been given up as hopeless by another English 
traveller a few hours previously. The Servian is quite as accessi- 
ble to the flattery of a tactful and plausible approach as other 
men, and is, perhaps, more than usually resentful of a brusque or 
domineering manner. As is the case further east, a few spare 
words of friendly conversation joined to adaptability in minor 
details of business will greatly help to carry a transaction through. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, No. 2,029.) 
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VI.—AMERICAN COMPETITION IN EUROPE.* 


(From an American point of wiew.) 


Some very interesting information on the subject of American 
competition in Europe is given in a Report, dated the 31st December 
last, by Mr. F. H. Mason, Consul-General of the United States at 
Frankfort, given at length to his Government, under date of 
December 31 last, on American competition in Europe. 

The Consul in his Report states that the year 1897 will be 
remembered as an epoch in the industrial and commercial relations 
between the leading European countries and the United States. 
The remarkable fact of the year has been the enforced recognition 
of the truth that in several important lines of manufacture— notably 
that of iron and steel—the sceptre of economical production, 
combined with payment of the highest wages to labour, 
has passed from the Old World to the New. 

For years, European economists have struggled against the con- 
clusions which practical men are now forced to accept. It has 
been argued that, through what they regarded a false fiscal policy, 
and the exaggerated wages accorded to labour, high cost of living, 
and lack of general technical education, American manufactures, in 
which labour formed an important percentage of cost, could never 
seriously compete in the world’s markets with the low wages, 
frugal living, and patient twelve-hour toil of the Old World, where, 
in many places, communities have been trained for generations in 
specialised forms of industry. 

But it has been demonstrated that, under intelligent, progressive 
management highly paid labour, especially when employed to use 
complicated machinery,is,after all,the cheapest,and that in the race 
for supremacy the people of the Old World have been in many 
cases left behind by those who, more than any other, have reduced 
economy of labour to an exact science. 

An expert, who has travelled through the Atlantic States to 
find the secret of the superior quality and cheapness of American 
factory-made shoes, brings back the surprising statement that, in a 
certain Massachusetts shoe factory which he visited, the average 
wage earned by all classes of operatives was 3/. per week, and the’ 
net labour cost per pair of shoes produced 1s. 8d. ; whereas, in Ger- 
man shoe factories, where the average earnings of operatives are 
only 16s. per week, the labour cost for shoes of similar grade is 
2s. 5d. per pair. Facts like these have produced, during the past 

ear, a noticeable change in the attitude of technical journals and 
the more intelligent European manufacturers toward the growing 
danger from beyond the sea. 

Hitherto, they have found it comparatively easy to persuade 
themselves that, but for the American tariff, which could be only 


, * See also p. 326 of this issue, 
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a temporary measure, the United States might be held permanently 
to its function of growing food and raw materials for European opera- 
tives and manufacturers who would supply the world with manufac- 
tured products, But it is now seen that it is something besides tariff 
that has made the cost of producing Bessemer pig iron 10s. to 15s. 
per ton less in the United States than Great Britain, has enabled the 
steel makers of Pennsylvania to underbid those of England for the 
rails and other supplies of the London underground railway, and 
to place an order for 8,000 tons of steel rails with the British East 
Indian Government. Neither has fiscal legislation enabled the 
machinists of Philadelphia, Pittsburg, and Chicago to sell locomo- 
tives, mining and electrical machinery, street-railway outfits, 
bridges, and architectural iron in competition with British, German, 
and Belgian agents in South America, Australia, and the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Three years ago, German manufacturers honestly believed that, 
but for the import duty, they and their English rivals could 
roonopolise the American market for bicycles and sewing machines. 
Since then, the American-made bicycle has invaded successfully 
every important European market, and not only in quality, but in 
price, has made the competition in Germany so keen that the local 
makers now demand the imposition of a special high duty on 
American wheels as essential to their future existence. The steel 
bridge builders of Belgium and Great Britain have been surprised 
to find themselves underbid for the construction of an important 
bridge in Holland by a company in Philadelphia, and the leading 
makers of electrical machinery in the United States have set a 
standard of cheapness, prompt delivery, efficiency, and economy 
of service, especially in electrical railway plants, with which their 
European rivals find it difficult to compete. 

It is but natural that, these facts once recognised, the utmost 
use should be made of them in these older countries as arguments in 
favour of concessions and privileges which have hitherto been 
generally withheld. At Berlin, a council of specialists has been 
recently in session to consider international tariff relations, with 
special reference to Great Britain and the United States. German 
economists point to the 18,000,000 tons of freight which pass annu- 
ally through the single lock at the Sault Ste. Marie Canal as an 
argument in favour of the further improvement and extension of 


‘German waterways, and to the unexampled economy and efficiency 


of American railway freights as an appeal against the inert, ex- 
orbitant rates of State railroads in Germany. Director Schrodter, 
at the convention of iron and steel producers at Cologne, said :— 

“The German iron and steel industry may claim that, in respect 
to’ technical capacity, it is not behind that of the great American 
plants, and, as we must not resort to wages reduction, except in 
the last extremity, the only means of reliefis in lower freights. 
Without substantial help by this means, the German iron and 
steel industry will not much longer be able to maintain its export 
trade as it at present exists, much less to increase it.” 

Expert officials have been sent over to study the construction, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


March 1898.) AMERICAN COMPETITION IN EUROPE. 283 


equipment, and management of American railroads, and the result, 
thus far, has been the 60-feet-long vestibule passenger car, mounted 
on pinion trucks ; but the old four-wheeled 10-ton freight car still 
maintains its placid sway. 

It is not improbable that these appeals will have, in the near 
future, a more or less important effect. Already, the freight rates 
for shipbuilding materials on the State railways between West- 
phalia and the shipyards of Stettin, Hamburg, and other coast 
cities have been greatly reduced, and important improvements in 
the water route from Berlin to Stettin and the projected waterway 
from Berlin to Rostock via the Mecklenberg lakes are movements 
in the same direction. 

But by far the most significant sign of the times is the rapidly 
increasing popularity and use in Germany of American machinery 
and tools. Here, as also to a less degree in England, American 
machine tools kave become the mode among the more progressive 
class of machinists and manufacturers. The fashion extends at 
present more especially to shoemaking and tanning machinery, 
automatic lathes, planers, and milling machines, and to the 
important line of special macninery used in bicycle manufacture. 
Not only by reason of the superiority of their machines, but on 
account of the energetic, intelligent way in which several American 
firms have gone about the work of introducing them into Germany, 
they are entitled to special mention in this connection as examples 
of the advantage of undertaking a new task in the right way. 

It seems impossible to repeat too often or emphasise too strongly 
the futility of trying to reach the German market with circulars 
and catalogues printed in English, with weights and values in 
pounds and dollars, or the importance of showing and explaining 
goods to the dealers and consumers in foreign lands who may 
become purchasers. Neither is it any longer sufficient for 
machinery and other merchandise to be exhibited only at London 
or Paris. In order to reach the German trade, they must be 
shown, and, in case of a machine, set up and put to work at 
Berlin or some other large German city. 

In respect to machine tools and some other classes of machinery, 
there is, of course, as a reverse side of the medal, the fact that all 
this eager adoption of American equipment and methods is only 
a means to the end of making German manufacturers more 
capable, and their home market eventually independent of manu- 
factured imports from any country. When a German tanner 
equips his tannery with imported tanning machinery, it is for 
the purpose, principally, of becoming able to compete more 
effectively with his foreign rivals and make head against the 
important import of leather which now comes into Germany 
from the United States. When, likewise, a German shoe manu- 
facturer fills his factory with machinery from Boston or Phila- 
delphia, and goes or sends his foreman over to study American 
methods of using it, he is simply taking the most ready means of 
closing to American shoe manufacturers the field for their products 
in Germany, which they have been thus far so slow and indifferent 
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to recognise and cultivate. The German bicycle maker who 
imports wood rims from Boston or Indiana and provides his work- 
shops with automatic machinery from Hartford or Waterbury does 
so as a means to the end of shutting out the import of American- 
made bicycles. 

All this is, however, tie normal, progressive course of business. 
The fact is that, with the most modern and effective machinery, 
the most efficieut labour, ample capital, and an unequalled factory 
system, the United States, in the closing years of the century, 
fixes new standards in cheapness of production and passes 
definitely from the role of customer to that of competitor. 

There is now, in Germany, a definite demand for American 
pig iron. Some has been actually imported from the Southern 
States, and its quality found satisfactory by the foundry men in 
Silesia. But the report of this fact was coupled as a palliative 
with the published theory that the quality of Southern iron 
could not remain uniform, because a leading iron company there 
had dismissed its chemists and would operate its furnaces in future 
by the methods of former times ; but the simple fact is that pig 
iron of almost any specified grade can be made in the Western 
and Southern States cheaper than in any part of Germany. 

The butchers and meat dealers of Berlin complain that 
£1,597,000 worth of meat were imported into Germany in 1896, 
principally from the United States, and at prices with which they 
were unable to compete. They therefore petition the Government 
to open the frontiers to the free importation of animals and meats 
from European countries, and to restrict by all practicable means 
the imports of meats from America,which is steadily increasing from 
year to year. The whole agricultural population is arrayed against 
the vast importations of wheat, corn, and oats from the western 
hemisphere ; and measures are under consideration to break the 
control which has been gained in the German market by American 
petroleum. 

On the other hand, the industrial and commercial classes have 
taken the field against any and all artificial restrictions of the food 
supply. The “ Boersen Courier ” (Berlin) points out that, with the 
scant European harvests of last summer, prices of food have risen 
until the situation of the labouring masses in the cities and indus- 
trial towns is becoming desperate, and that only a free and profuse 
importation of foreign cereals and meats from wherever they can 
be most cheaply obtained will avert famine conditions before 
another crop can be grown and enable the working people to exist 
at their present scale of wages. While, therefore, the restriction 
against the importation of live cattle may continue, and the trade 
in American meats be surrounded with annoying and costly 
formalities, the question of food imports to Germany is one in 
respect to which the interests of their own people will constrain 
the authorities to resist the agrarian demand for prohibitive 
measures. There can be no serious combination between European 
nations to make the cost of food permanently dear. The lesson 
which they are learning from the United States is to cheapen the 
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cost of production, while improving the quality, not only of manu- 
fact goods, but, wherever possible, of agricultural products as 
well. 

In respect to manufactured merchandise, the question is much 
more complicated. Important progress will doubtless be made by 
using highly perfected machinery, improving their factory system, 
increasing the efficiency of labour, and resisting the high freights and 
other expenses that are paid as more or less direct contributions to 
the State. The rallying cry of the present moment in the beet- 
sugar industry is that sugar manufacture must be cheapened and 
made free and independent of export bounties. This it is proposed 
to accomplish by, first, concentrating the manufacture of raw and 
refined sugars into large factories, where all processes can be per- 
formed on an immense scale, by the most improved methods and 
with greatest economy of labour; second, by securing from the 
Government, instead of export bounties, a nominal rate of trans- 
port for beets and sugar over the State railways and canals. This 
with such increase of manufacturing capacity as will enable the 
entire beet crop to be worked up between the commencement of 
gathering and the coming of frost, would save all expense of storing 
the beets in earth barrows or cellars and reduce the active cam- 
paign from six months to three. 

Another valuable suggestion which Germany, as well as other 
European countries, is receiving from the United States, is the 
importance of small things in practical mechanics and technology, 
the market value of an apparently simple device or improvement, 
which enables one of the consecutive operations in a process of 
manufacture to Le performed better or more cheaply than has been 
done before. Until recently, it has been a matter of surprise that 
the United States Government should be so ready to grant patents 

‘for simple mechanical improvements which present no claim of 
elaborate theoretical novelty. It is now seen that the ultimate 
sum of these small improvements—invented in many cases by the 
workmen who build, or the operative who uses a machine—is 
machinery of the highest efficiency, although none of the succes- 
sive improvements which it embodies would be intricate or 
theoretically original enough to be patented in Eurupe. 

In conclusion, Consul Mason says, “ From all that can be 
foreseen, it would appear that competition in Germany will 
sharpen and become more determined as processes are 
improved and the whole economy of production brought 
more and more nearly upon equal terms. The contest will be one 
between natural resources, the inventive capacity to economise 
labour, reduce freights, and save waste of material, and, above all, 
the ability to skilfully sell surplus products in foreign markets. In 
all these, except the last, Americans are acknowledged masters. 
When they learn and act unitedly upon the knowledge that foreign 
trade must be found, developed, and maintained by the same 
means that have been s9 effectively employed at home—by the 
persistent personal efforts of competent salesmen, showing the 
goods in presence of the customer and offering them to him in the 
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weights, values, and measures, and upon terms of sale and pay- 
ment that prevail in foreign markets—there need be no fear of the 
result.”’ 


VIIL—THE TRADE OF GERMANY WITH THE FAR 
EAST. 


A report of the United States Commercial Agent at Weimar 
states that during the year 1896 German exportation to eastern 
Asia greatly increased. The value of aniline dyes, needles, 
woollen goods, arms, and ammunition exported that year was over 
11,000,000 marks more than in 1895, A marked increase in 
exports to Japan during 1896 is also noticeable, especially in 
sugar and woollen goods, which passed 7,000,000 marks. It 
must be borne in mind that commercial intercourse with eastern 
Asiatic countries has always shown fluctuating figures; it will, 
therefore, not be surprising if the profitable expansion enjoyed by 
German trade in 1896 be not repeated in 1897. 

The seven most important articles of Germany’s export, which, 
in 1895, each attained a value of 1,000,000 to 6,000,000 marks, 
all show a decrease during 1897. 

For the first; seven months of 1897 and 1896 the important 


exports to China were :— 


Articles. 1897. 1896. 

Tons Tons. 

Aniline Dyes  - - 903°6 1,329°7 
Ammunition - - - - - 
Guns - - - - - 51°9 492°9 
Woollen Fancy Goods’ - - - 99°9 165°6 
Needles - - - - - - 
Woollen Cloth Stuffs - - - 255°5 386°3 
nons - - - - - 07 115 


The loss in quantities of dyes, as well as of iron and textile 
goods, is astonishing, and, in consequence, it is not to be expected 
that the exports for 1897 will show anything like the totals of 
1896. 

German exports to Japan present a more favourable result, 
principally owing to the sugar and woollen-goods trade; but of 
the seven important articles of export of from 1,000,000 to 
5,000,000 marks’ value in 1895, five show a falling-off in 1897 ; 
indeed, the export of woollen goods and bar iron only reached 
half the quantities of those in 1896, nails falling still lower. A 
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comparative table for the first half of the years 1896 and 1897 
shows exports in the following quantities : 


Articles. 1897. 1896. 
| Tone. Tons. 
Woollen clothand goods - - - 594°6 1,035°5 
Sugar - - 13,7962 4,406°8 
Nails 2,886°2 6,311:0 
Aniline colours and dyes - - 275-4 
Woollen yarns | 300°9 8 
Alkaloids - - - - 29 


The extraordinary increase in the sugar export in a way com- 
pensates for the losses in iron and textile goods and drugs. China’s 
trade, however, shows no large increases in any lines to maintain 
its average. 

German papers point out the value of the China and Japan 
trade, and call attention to the difficulty of retaining it. There is, 
at the present time, a committee of Germans in the Far East for 
the purpose of investigating the trade situation. The result of its 
observations and the suggestions it will have to offer will undoubt- 
edly give an impetus to Germany’s unsatisfactory trade. Its 
return is anxiously awaited. 


VIIL—TRADE REGULATIONS AND TAXES IN THE 
CONGO FREE STATE. 


The United States Minister at Brussels, in a Report to his 
Government on Trade Regulation in the Congo Free State, says 
that the right to engage in trade in that territory is open without 
restriction or distinction to all persons of any nationality, and to 
all corporations or associations created according to the laws of 
any country which would have a like power ir the home country. 
In the case of corporations or associations, their charters, consti- 
tutions, and bye-laws must, however,be registered or recorded before- 
hand at Boma, in the Congo Free State, at the office of the recorder 
of the court at that town (T’ribunal de Premiére Instance). No 
other formalities or license to trade seem to be required, either in 
the case of corporations or associations or in the case of individuals. 
Religious corporations are recognised so far as to hold real and 
personal property, and to have a legal existence before the laws 
(personification civile) on their application by petition to the 
governor-general and a grant of legal existence from the Crown. 

No restriction as to the purchase or sale of any articles of 
trade exists—except so far as customs duties and internal taxes 
are concerned—save in the following cases : 
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All traffic in modern improved firearms is absolutely prohibited. 

All sale of intoxicating liquors is also prohibited throughout 
the entire Free State, with the exception of certain districts west 
of the Inkissi on the Lower Congo, where trade was established 
long before the Congo Free State was in existence. 

On the theory that there can be no lawful use or occupancy of 
land without the consent of the owner, no trade for the products 
of the State forests, which are public domain (especially for india- 
rubber and ivory), can be carried on without special permission or 
concessions. These State forests or public domain include the 
basins of the rivers Kassai, Sankuru, Lubefu, Loango, Djuma, 
Ubangi, the banks of the Congo as far down as the falls, the basin 
of the Lulonga, of tie Kelemba, and of the Ruki. Such conces- 
sions or permits to trade, in any portion not already granted or 
conceded, are given to applicants without regard to nationality. 

All lands or territory not already granted or leased by deeds 
duly recorded—saving rights already acquired—are open to ap- 
plication for purchase or lease from any person, without regard to 
nationality. Such application is to be made to the Secretary of 
State for the Congo Free State at Brussels, or tu the Governor- 
General at Boma. 

The Government has fixed the prices to be paid for lands 
belonging to the State in the Upper Congo, east of Lukunga River. 
Lands bought for the establishment of trading houses, or “ fac- 
tories,’ as they are generally called, or for storehouses for the 
products of the public domain, are fixed at 2,000 francs the hectare, 
orabout 33/. the acre, with a minimum of 3,000 francs (120/.) to 
be paid on each separate purchase. Lands for agricultural pur- 
poses, up to a maximum of 2,000 hectares (4,942 acres), are fixed at 
10 francs the hectare, or about 3s. 4d. the acre, with the obligation 
to reduce at least half to cultivation within six years. If this obli- 
gation is not carried out, all the grant remaining uncultivated is 
forfeited back to the State. If any land bought for agricultural 
purposes is not used for trading or factory purposes, it becomes 
subject to the legal price for such lands named above. In all other 
parts of the Congo Free State, as well as in grants for more than 
the legal ma™imum of 2,000 hectares (4,942 acres), the price will 
be fixed by the Government on each application. 

The duties on all merchandise imported into the Congo Free 
State are arranged by the simplest method of classification under 
these heads : 

Arms, ammunition, gunpowder, and salt pay 10 per vent. ad 
valorem. | 

Distilled spirits, 15 francs the hectolitre, (12s. the 22 gallons.) 

All other goods of every description, except the free list, 6 per 
cent ad valorem. 

In valuing importations for duties, packing is not included. 

The free list covers : 

Locomotives, cars, and the material for railway construction. 

Instruments for science and precision and everything for educa- 
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tional purposes, clothing and personal effects, living animals of every 
kind, and seeds intended for planting. 
Export duties are levied on the following products of the Congo: 


Per 100 kilograms 
Articles. (220.46 pounds). 
Coffee - - - 1; 3 
India rubber - - - 32 0 
Copal : 

Palm oil - - 2 2 

Ivory (according to size and quality) - | 80s. Od. to 168s. 0d. 
Sesamum - - - 


Beyond the import and export duties, the only burdens or taxes 
which, so far as can be ascertained, are to be paid in the Congo 
by traders are as follows :— 

The rent of the concession, or lease of land, if one is desired and 
taken. 

The costs of recording the deed or lease and of surveying the 
land by Government surveyors. 

The direct taxes of the State, which are based on three divisions 
of taxable property or three sources of direct taxation. 

On land covered by or attached to buildings. This tax is levied 
by area of ground covered or enclosed, and varies from 25 centimes 
to 1:50 francs (24d. to 1s. 3d.) for each square metre 10.7642 square 
feet), according to lozality and the kind of building upon it. 

On the number of employés and servants. The annual tax for 
each employé or offize clerk is 30 francs (24s.). For each 
labourer or house servant, if native of Africa, 10 francs (8s.) ; if 
foreign, 20 francs (16s.). 

On steamboats, sail, and row boats—steamers acccording to 
tonnage, from 350 to 1,000 francs (14/ to 401) a year; sailing 
boats, from 100 to 200 francs (4/ to 8/) a year; row boats, 50 francs 
(21) a year. 

There is also an internal proprietary or public domain tax or 
25 centimes a kilogram (2$d. per 2.2046 pounds) on all india rubber 
gathered. This tax does not apply to india rubber gathered on the 
banks of the Ubangi, below Stanley Pool, 

Each contract for personal labour, which to be effective must 
be presentel to and approved by the Government, pays a tax of 
10 francs (8s.) ; a general permit to employ labourers by the year, 
not to exceed twenty-seven in number, pays 100 frances (4/.) ; and 
not to exceed ten labourers, pays 20 francs (16s.) a year. 

Any and all taxes and charges above set forth, save the import 
and export duties—which were established by international 
giant be modified, increased, or diminished at any time 

y law. 
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Therefore, while it is sought in the above summary to give a 
clear and concise statement of the condition of affairs governi 
trade in the Congo Free State at the present day, the details may, 
from time to time, change in the future, as in some respects they 
have already changed in the last six years. For instance, the 
legal price at which lands will be sold by the Government as 
above stated was given by royal decree only in October, 1897, and 
a reduction of taxes on real estate and buildings of one-third of 


‘ the rate per square metre (10.762 feet) stated above will take 


effect after July 1, 1898. 


IX.—OPENINGS FOR CAPITAL IN BRITISH INDIA. 


An interesting article has recently appeared in the Calcutta 
weekly “Capital” on the concentration of industries in British 
India and the openings for capital which present themselves in 
that country. 

Speaking first of the production of lac, the writer is of opinion 
that a well-managed farm for the purpose affords as good and 
safe an investment for capital a3 any the country can offer. It is 
said to have failed when attempted in Cachar, but that was simply 
from the person who undertvok the business being unacquainted 
with the habits of the insect, and placing his nucleus out in the 
full blaze of the sun, whereas it is only found in the densest 
forest undergrowth. 

Again, take the item of bees wax. The southern face of the 
mid - mountain range teems with hives; and in many villages 
artificial ones may be seen. Yet no European has turned his 
attention to the important industry of apiculture, though no 
more eligible site than the orange groves could be had, the 
blossoms of that fruit in March and April affording perhaps the 
most suitable food for the many million of insects that are 
encountered. Although there is but little doing in the wholesale 
trade, the price of the comb, as brought in by the people, has 
risen within the last decade from 2 to 6 annas per seer, and allow- 
ing 25 per cent. for honey and impurities, there results a differ- 
ence between the Rs. 20 for the 70 seers that will 
make up the cwts. and 7/. to 8/., the latest quotation 
in London for Zanzibar wax which the Assam article resembles. 
Unfortunately, the country is so sparsely inhabited that 
even were a monopoly secured, the quantity brought in would 
hardly justify the establishment of a go-down ; so if wax is to be 
produced on a large scale, systematic apiculture must be resorted 
to and the above figures sufticiently indicate the profits of such an 
undertaking. The only expense would be the cost of hives, 
dwelling-house, and fencing-in; the place would need shading 
and have to be in the neighbourhood of clean water, for the bee is 
a thirsty insect and affects seclusion. 

As to the trade in cocoons, it has of late been permitted to fall 
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entirely into the hands of natives, and yet so plentiful are cocoons 
in the jungles that the bringing up of the worms in a domestic 
manner admits of no difficulty. In purchasing these from the: 
hillmen one has to undergo considerable trouble and annoyance, 
for no amount of persuasion or invective will induce them to keep 
the different varieties separate, though latterly the Meekies seem 
inclined to come to reason in this particular, but the other tribes 
argue that silk is silk, and will not or cannot understand why one 
cocoon is not as good as another. The consequence is that a good 
deal of trouble has to be spent upon sorting, which would not 
be the case were each variety brought up on plants they affect, 

and kept separate ; and the laying down of such area as might be 
required iu castor, soom slips, and other plants would prove a very 
trifling matter, while the necessary cultivation would be limited 
to merely cutting down the weeds now and again. 

Coming next to the vegetable kingdom, there is rubber to be 
considered, but as the prosecution of this particular industry 
would necessitate the sinking of capital for some five years to 
permit of the whole plantation attaining uniformity in the size of 
the plants, money for such a project could not be had in India. 
Hence the establishment of a rubber plantation must be lett to 
those who would be content to wait for the time mentioned to 
secure a handsome and permanent income. With prudence and 
patience the saplings for a rubber tract could be obtained either 
from the Akas or Arbors without venturing into their country. 

Cotton, to pay, must be grown over very large areas, and as 
a good deal of labour is required—a man to two acres— 
it is very doubtful whether cotton cultivation would prove 
remunerative. This industry must be left either to Govern- 
ment or some such body as the Chamber of Commerce, as the 
initial proceeding would be the distribution of improved seed 
among the hill tribes gratuitously, and, as no private individual 
could control the sale of the produce, for obvious reasons things 
must remain as they are. One thing seems pretty certain, that 
though cotton is still exported from India, were more trouble 
to be taken to improve the staple and get out the requisite 
machinery for dealing with the more delicate fibre, all the produce 
should be worked-up in the country, for it is very doubtful 
whether successful competition can be carried on much longer 
with America and Egypt. 

The establishment of factories at the source of production may 
be recommended, for as the linking up of the Assam railway with 
the projected ‘Upper Burmah system is but a question of time, 
Indian piece goods could tap the markets of S.W. China via the 
proposed routeat Kelung Ferry. 

Of fibres, generally, so much has been written, that to enter into 
details concerning them would be surperflous ; all the slopes of the 
hills furnish the aloes variety in abundance, while there are long 
stretches inthe plains available for the grass. The oil producing 
plants such as castor, chalmoogra, and croton are equally valuable, 
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whether considered solely as such, or for their cake. It is becoming 
more and more apparent that the older tea-plantations need 
renovation of soil ; not that there is any falling off in yield, but in 
quality. Unless this is arrested by stimulants, the deterioration 
will become more and more marked as time goes on, and though 
phosphate manure in the shape of lime can be had in any quantity, 
its effect is to produce fruit and wood rather than vegetation ; and 
what the tea planter wants is foliage pure and simple. Sv that 
oil cake, which is rich in nitrogen, should supply those require- 
ments, though it is deficient in ammonia, which must be obtained 
from some other source. 

With the exception of mustard and linseed, the oil trade in 
N. E. India has been unaccountably neglected. Yet in no part 
of the country do the plants mentioned above grow more luxu- 
riantly or yield more abundantly, and were local mills established 
to which the seed could be passed in a fresh condition, the oil 
obtained would be of better quality than that expressed from 
seed sent down to town, which not only loses in weight, but is 
subjected to the risk of sweating on the journey. Calcutta and 
the neighbourhood is overcrowded with mills, which the constant 
block intensifies, If export produce were sent down in a state 
ready for shipments, there could be very little likelihood of con- 
gestion either at the railway terminior in the warehouses. Public 
attention has been so fixed upon tea, that other important matters 
have remained unheeded ; and the day may come when planters 
will become aware that only the finer sorts of tea will find a 
remunerative market. Hence it is as well that other industries 
should be taken in hand. 

There are so many jungle products that could be brought into 
plantations and concentrated, that it would take up too much 
space to enumerate them. And, indeed, the majority of planters, 
with their eyes fixed on but one thing, are probably unacquainted 
with their presence or qualities, though from time to time they are 
dwelt upon in the few agri-horticultural journals, But ginger, 
turmeric, anise could be raised in any quantity; arrowroot and 
tapioca would not pay to lay down to any large amount, though 
each factory might raise sufficient for. its own purposes ; neither 
of these tubers could successfully compete against the West 
Indian importations in the home markets. Attention is continu- 
ally being drawn to new uses to which Indian fruits can be put, 
and among others is that of plantain flour. This not long since 
formed an important industry in Jamaica, and an analysis showed 
it to contain certain properties as valuable as the infants’ and 
invalids’ foods now turned cut in such large quantities. Cassava 
flour, again, so rich in starchy matter, ought not to be passed over. 
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X.—THE CANE-SUGAR INDUSTRY OF BRITISH GUIANA. 


The Demerara “Argosy,” of January 8th last, publishes an 
interesting account of the position and progress of the cane-sugar 
industry in British Guiana during the year 1897. During the 
year referred to an intense drought prevailed throughout the first 
four months, and cultivation suffered severely in consequence. 

The yield of sugar obtained throughout the Colony was below 
the usual average. The river estates yielded much better crops 
on the whole than those situated on the coast lands, and the West 
Coast of Berbice, Canje Creek, and Corentyne Coast estates gave 
crops very much below the usual average; estates in these 
localities having specially suffered from a drought which lasted 
more or less from September, 1896, to May, 1897. The majority 
of estates throughout the Colony will show a moderate profit on 
the result of the year’s working, but a few (less than ten), includ- 
ing some that suffered severely from unfavourabie climatic 
conditions, will show considerable loss, The value of the year’s 
crop of sugar, including its by-prodacts, will be about five and a 
half million dollars, but had the price obtained for sugar been 
increased by a sum equal per ton to the average bounty now paid 
by continental nations, the year’s crop would have been worth. 
about one million dollars more than it was. 

The cane juice during 1897 was the poorest of which there~ 
is any ene | Cane juice, previous to 1895, would show an. 
average over a number of years of 1°65lbs, sucrose per gallon; . 
the average during 1897 would not exceed 1°30lbs. sucrose - 
per gallon. The extreme poverty of juice reduced the yield” 
of sugar from canes in some cases to the extent of 20 per 
cent, as compared with the yield obtained under average- 
conditions. The total yield of sugar per acre was, not, how- 
ever, so much reduced, as, generally speaking, heavier crops. 
of cane were obtained. The abnormal poverty of cane juice was. 
evidently caused by the unfavourable weather conditions prevail- 
ing at certain periods of the year. 

The exports of sugar for the year amounted to 99,789 tons 
The exports for the three previous years were as follows :— 


1896 ... owe ove ove 105,272 
1895 ... eve 96,919 
1894 ... eee 102,897 


It is estimated that about 6,000 tons of sugar are consumed in 
the Colony annually. ‘The exports for the year do not necessarily 
represent the actual crop made, as sugar stored awaiting shipment. 
varies in quantity from year to year by many thousands of tons. 

The land under cane cultivation during 1897 extended to 
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66,236 acres as compared with the under-noted acreages during the 
previous five years :— 


It is satisfactory to observe that the reduction of area under 
canes which had been steadily taking place for a number of years 
has ceased, and if bounties are abolished and labour is provided, a 
forward movement may be expected. There are now 61 estates 
in the Colony on which sugar is manufactured, and they may be 
grouped as under :— 


4 estates under 500 acres in cultivation. 


27 ,, 500 acres and under 1,000 acres, 
2,000 


” 


3 , over 2,000 acres 
» 23,000 


During the year only one estate was abandoned with 552 acres 
under canes. 

Very little outlay was incurred on new machinery during the 
year, except what was actually necessary to make good wear and 
tear. The uncertain conditions surrounding the sugar industry, 
on account of disturbance caused by bounties, render it unwise 
to invest capital in improvements or extensions. It may be said, 
however, that existing sugar estates, with some exceptions, are 
being maintained in fair condition. At range of prices ruling 
during 1897, no sufficient margin was available, after paying 
ordinary expenses and providing for ordinary wear and tear, to 
meet the heavy outlay at times necessary for the renewal of 
machinery, buildings, etc., ete., nor to meet losses that must at 
times occur during very unfavourable seasons. 

The article concludes thus: “The outlock as 1898 opens is 
encouraging as far as the sugar market is eoncerned, and prices 
are at a remunerative level, owing chiefly to the policy of the 
United States in levying, in addition to ordinary duties, a counter- 
vailing duty on bounty-assisted sugar. The growing crop, 
generally speaking, is in a promising condition, although here and 
there considerable damage has been done by excessive 1ains, 
and on many estates the work of supplying is unfortunately 
bebindhand owing to want of labour.” 
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XI.—THE PROGRESS OF BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


A correspondent of the “ Times of India,” whose communication 
is published in the issue ofthat paper for January 22 last, reports 
that the latest news from British Central Africa is satisfactory in 
every respect, save as regards the prospects of coffee planting in 
the Shire Highlands, which are by no means as brilliant as they 
promised to be eighteen months ago. The rainfall of the last two 
— was insufficient for the crops, and it is evident that in a 
arge portion of Nyassaland the rain falls at the wrong time of the 
year for the young plants, which have to depend entirely on the 
showers which should fallin September and October, and continue 
nearly all through November. These light rains have almost 
failed during the last two years. There have, it is true, been 
showers about the end of September. These have, however, 
merely served to bring out the blossom plentifully. The rains 
then ceased in 1896 and 1897, and the young plants were exposed 
to six or eight weeks’ scorching heat. This burnt the primaries 
black, so that by the time the heavy rains began in December the 
promise of the crops was a very poor one. This past year has 
been the dryest on record, and the prospects of the planters are 
gloomy in the extreme. Irrigation appears never to have had 
much success in Nyassaland owing to the insufficient water supply. 

Another great drawback to coffee planting is the absence of 
trees. Shade is absolutely essential for coffee. Unfortunately 
two-thirds of the Shire Highlands estates are quite unprotected 
from the sun, and with few exceptions the whole plateau is 
remarkably deficient in shade trees. 

‘ Despite the small output, the quality of Nyassaland coffee 
maintains its high standard and continues to take the first place 
in the market. There is but one district where coffee may really 
be said to flourish and to come up to the high expectations formed 
about it. This is the mountainous Bandawe district, near the 
western shores of Lake Nyassa, between Kowirwi Mountain and 
the high ranges that encircle Nkata Bay. This will in future 
probably be one of the finest coffee districts of the world. There 
is abundance of shade, and the soil seems to contain every element 
necessary to the welfare of the young plants. The average rainfall 
is about 84 inches, which is much heavier than that of the Shire 
Highlands. The great point about the rainfall is, however, its 
even distribution throughout the year. In Bandawe the heavy 
rains last from December almost to June, and there are abundance 
of showers throughout July, August, and September. Thus the 
eountry to the south and west of the Lake is green and fresh when 
on the other shores it is parched and burnt. 

The coffee land of the Nkata Hills has an ideal situation from 
the plantr’s point of view. It lies at an elevation o: about 200 
to 1,000 feet above the level of the lake. The soil is rich and 
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fertile, as it is all forest land, which has been untouched for the 
last three or four generations. There is also an excellent harbour 
close at hand at Nkata Bay, which is well protected. This latter is 
a great point, as in the other coffee districts the porterage question 
is a source of great difficulty to the planters,especially in the Shire 
Highlands. Parts of the Shire River being unnavigable, the planter 
has to depend entirely on native porters, who are exceedingly 
difficult to obtain. Now that there is so great a demand for plan- 
tation labour, and owing to the fact that industries are being 
taught to and practised by the natives, these naturally prefer to 
earn the higher wages paid for skilled labour to carrying burdens. 
Porterage coolies are, in consequence, becoming scarcer every 
year. The great desideratum at present is a railway running 
between the Upper and Lower Shire, which would enable the cul- 
‘tivators to get their coffee out of the country before the advent of 
the rains, which has spoilt many a fine crop only waiting for 
porterage. Cartage is impracticable in many of the districts, 
owing to the belt of tsetze fly, which is fatal to all quadrupeds. 

There was a good deal of panic throughout the Protectorate 
during the past months owing to the rinderpest, which made its 
eppearance among the game of the Western Shire and Ruo 
-districts. Prompt measures were immediately taken to prevent 
its spread, with the result that the disease was immediately 
stamped out. This is a great credit to all charged with the work. 
Amongst such ignorant and superstitious people, the enforcing of 
uch sanitary regulations as the segregation of suspected, the im- 
mediate slaughter of sick cattle, and the inoculation of the healthy, 
were matters of grave difficulty only to be overcome by the 
greatest patience, firmness and vigilance. 

Judging from the satistaction of the numerous sportsmen who 
visited it last year, Nyassaland is still rich in big game. Now 
that the country has been opened up, this sportsman’s Eldorado is 
no longer so difficult of access, and each year brings a larger 
number of sportsmen prepared to face the hardships and diffi- 
culties which must be encountered by those intent on going after 
big geme in Central Africa. The results, however, amply repay 
them. The valleys of the Upper Songwe and its tributary, the 
Kentenda River, are the best big game districts of the country. 
Here are found quantities of antelope, eland, zebra and buffalo. 
There are, strange to say, no antelope of any kind al! through the 
Shire Highlands. It is rumoured that giraffe have lately been 
seen not far from the southern shores of Lake Tanganika, their 
spoor having undoubtedly been traced by one sportsman, but he 
found it impossible to get near to them. Elephant hunting is the 
sport par excellence of the Loankwa and Rovuma valleys, but 
these are now becoming scarcer, owing to the rapacity of the 
native elephant hunters who come down in numbers from the 
Tanganyika Plateau to Kambombo and Senga on hunting expe- 
ditions. The ivory thus obtained is nearly all taken to the east 
coast and soid or bartered. 

Since the death of their turbulent chieftain, Membrera, the wild 
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Angoni headmen have completely settled down and turned over a 

new leaf as regards the treatment of their neighbours. Since then 

the change for the better in the condition of the people inhabiting 

the western shores of Lake Nyassa is very striking. Eight years 

-ago they were in a completely wild condition, never leaving their 

stockaded villages, and rarely attempting to cultivate their rich 

and beautiful country, owing to their terror of Mombrera’s Angonis, 

who constantly raided and devastated the villages, burning the 

houses, and dragging the wretched inhabitants into slavery. Now 

the people who were then all crowded together for the 

sake of protection in the neighbourhood of the _ two- 
‘strongest villages have spread out in every direction. New 
villages have been built, new settlements have been laid out- 
along the southern shores which are now dotted with thriving 

hamlets instead of being utterly unpopulated as was the case only 

eight years ago. Encouraged by the success that attended the 

.enterprise of the Livingstonia Mission, which first started coffee 

plunting in tnis district, the natives are now beginning to cultivate 

coffee themselves with very considerable success. Industrial work 

is made an important secondary object by this mission which turns 
out yearly a number of finished artizans, weavers, blacksmiths, 
carpenters, printers, etc. ‘To the traveller who has visited the: 
country in former years, when it was entirely uncultivated ands. 
given over to marauders, this change is very striking. 

' Higher up on the plateau there is still some terror of the- 
‘Awembas among the natives. These Awembas are a tribe of 
professional robbers, who live entirely by plundering their weaker~ 
brethren. But they have a wholesome respect for the white man 
and for the Sikhs, and it is not believed that there will be inuch. 
further trouble from that quarter. 

_ Passing from lake Nyassa to the Tanganyika plateau, a journey” 

which is best made on the bicycle, which is as much in vogue im 
the Protectorate as elsewhere, the traveller is struck by the lowness 
ot the bush as compared with that of the country he has left and 
of the Shire Highlands. This is owing to the curious system ot 
cultivation which obtains on the Tanganyika plateau, where the 
natives are quite alive to the value of wood ashes as manure. The. 
principal grain grown on the plateau is malesi, which is cultivated 
as follows. The area for planting is first chosen, and the trees.. 
surrounding it on every side are cut down or pollared for several, 
hundred yards. Then the enclosure is securely fenced in and. 
thickly covered with the lopped branches, which are burnt. The- 
ashes ire then hoed in and the seed sown. 

Rubber, tor which there is now an enormous demand in the: 
market, is likely to be one of the most promising articles of export. 
from the plateau. It is also found in Bandawe and inthe numer- 
ous stream valleys oi Nkata, where it is collected from the beautiful 
Landolphia, a vine that grows on the banks of streams. The 
climate of the Tanganyika plateau is always cool and pleasant. 
Even in October, when the climate of the plains of Nyassaland is 
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much hotter than that of Bombay at the same ssason, the nights 
and early mornings are cold on the plateau. In fact the only draw- 
backs to the climate are the raging south-east winds, which blow in 
the months of August, September, and October. This dry, unpleasant 
wind blows night and day, as the country is then quite dry and 
burnt; it carries with it clouds of ashy dust which finds its way inte 
everything. For the last few years the Tanganyika-Nyassa plateau 
has been ravaged by locusts, which at certain times of the year 
have completely destroyed the vegetation, and caused great 
scarcity. Bactamatele this plague seems to be gradually disappear- 
ing. Very few flights have been seen for the last few months, 
and it is hoped that the year 1898 will b> spared this disastrous 
Visitation. 

Great satisfaction was caused throughout the Protectorate by 
the recent announcement by the African Transcontinental Tele- 
graph Company of their decision to carry on their line from 
Salisbury in the Zambesi via Sena, in order to connect it with the 
line already made in Nyassaland. This route is better in every 
way than the old line from Salisbury direct,to Tete, which passed 
through a dry barren country, where water was scarce, and whose 
inhabitants were anything but amicably disposed towards tele- 
graphy, which they appeared to think was an invention of the 
devil. The new route is through a fertile and well-watered 
country, which also promises to be auriferous. The new line will 
be finished by April at latest, and will probably be carried on te 
Karonga by that time, so that before spring is over Nyassaland 
hopes to be in direct communication with London. 
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XIL—TARIFF INFORMATION TO BE GIVEN BY 
GERMAN CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES. 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassadorin 
Berlin, translation of a Decree relating to the Regulations to come 
into force on April 1 next, regarding information to be given by 
the custom houses of the German Empire as to duties leviable on 
goods to be imported. The intending importer thereby acquires 
the right to ask for, and obtain, all details as to duties and tare 
allowances applicable to his goods. The Regulations are as 
follows :— 
Regulations connected with Information on Custom-House Tarwfs. 

1.—The officials administering the custom-house at the place 
in the administrative district where the goods are to be entered 
are to give, when requested, official information as regards the 
duties to be levied on the said goods, and also about the tare 
allowances made. 

Ii.—The person enquiring on these points must state :— 

(a) Whether he has already addressed the questions to any 
other administrative officials, and what reply he obtained. 

(b) Whether the goods in question, to his knowledge, have 
been previously imported by other persons or by himself, 
and through what custom-house ; and, if so, what treat- 

ment they received as regards the duties levied, ; 

(c) At what custom-house he “intends finally to introduce the 
wares and pay the corresponding duties ; or declare why 
he cannot designate the place of entry. 

- TIL.—The enquirer must also make a true declaration as to the 
quality and origin, &c., of the goods demanded by the administra- 

tive officers, and furnish as many samples or patterns as may 
be required in order to carry out the necessary technical examina- 
tion of the goods. One sample or pattern must remain with the 
administrative officers ; a second one, after due identification, will 
be returned to the enquirer ; a third one, also duly identified by the 
officials, will be handed over to that custom-house at which the 
goods will be entered finally. 

Should the production of samples be impossible from the nature 
of the article to be imported, then drawings or pictures are to 
accompany the enquiry, and are to be of a kind that the required 
information can be accurately given without production of the 
article itself. 

- In cases where it is not possible either to submit samples or 
patterns, nor an intelligible and satisfactory description of the 
goods, the information asked for will not be given. 

The administrative officers can dispense with the submission 
of samples or patterns whenever they may consider them to be 
unnecessary. 

IV. The enquirer has no right of complaint against the infor- 
mation given him. 
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The right of those persons liable for the payment of duties, to 
complain of the eventual manner of “ clearance” (under the pro- 
visions of paragraph 12 of the Law of the Customs Union)* 
resulting from the information afforded them, is n-t interfered 
with by the above paragraph (IV). 

V. The cost of the necessary technical examination of the goods, 
as also those necessitated by the transport of the patterns or 
samples, have to be borne by the enquirer. Any other expenses 
are not to fall upon him. The administrative officers are 
authorised to demand a suitable money deposit in ~dvance, and 
this has especially to be attended to in those cases where the 
enquirer has neither his domicile nor business residence in the 
Empire. 

VI.—Information is to be given of the answer received to the 
custom-house of the district at which the goods are to be cleared, 
and, as far as possible, by the presentation of an identified pattern 
or sample of the goods. To what extent information must be 
given to the other custom-houses of the district is left to the 
judgment of the administrative officers. 

VIL—tThe decision of the administrative offivers upon which 
the answer is given to the enquirer is binding on the subordinate 
-custom-house officials. 

Should this decision of the administrative officers themselves, 
or of the highest financial authorities of the country or of the 
Bundesrath, be so altered after communicating it to the enquirer 
that the goods become subject to a higher duty, or are allotted a 
smaller tare allowance, then, for those goods of the enquirer which 
shall have arrived at any custom-house for clearance before the 
change is anncunced, the former treatment shall be granted, and 
they will be exempted from the higher duty or lower tare allow- 
ance. Nevertheless, should the enquirer, under the provisions of 
the above paragraphs ITI and III, have knowingly omitted to fulfil 
them, or have incorrectly carried them out, then the difference in 
duty is to be collected from him so long as this is not prescribed by 
lapse of time. 

VIII.—The highest financial authorities of the Empire are 
empowered to allow the original decision given to the enquirer, 
notwithstanding its having been subsequently altered by the 
authorities, to stand good for three months longer for such goods 
as the enquirer may have imported on the strength of that 
decision, if he can show that the said imported goods have been 
introduced in consequence of contracts which he bona fide entered 
into before having acquired any knowledge of the alteration in 
duty, &. This regulation does not apply when the original 
decision has lost its validity from alterations in the laws, in the 
customs-house tariff, or in other publicly announced regulations. 

Cases of this kind that have been approved of by the financial 


* This reference to para. 12 of the “ Law of the Customs Union” is important, 
and provides that, in cases of complaint as to the application of the classification 
to the article imported, the question will be decided by thea dministrative officers 
of the Customs. ; 
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authorities are to appecr in a list to be yearly submitted to the 
Bundesrath showing the remission of duties granted unler this 
regulation. 

IX.—If, within one year from the date of the enquiry any 
change is involved in the answer given to the enquirer, in conse- 
quence of any changes (other than those made in the laws, in the 
statistical classification, and in other publicly announced regula- 
tions), then the enquirer will be officially informed of it. But 
_ one year such information will only be furnished when asked 
or. 

X.—The officials of the Empire administering the duties and 
taxes have immediately to take cognisance of the cases in which 
such information has been given, and to communicate them in a 
tabular form as quickly as possible to the Imperial Treasury. 
Cases which ara easy to decide and do not involve the possibility 
of any divergence of opinion, or which are of quite subsidiary 
importance, can be left out of these lists. It will be the business 
of the Imperial Treasury to see that divergent decisions by officials 
regarding the same article shall be quickly disposed of and made 
uniform by means of the highest financial officials or of the 
Bundesrath. 

H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, in a despatch to the Foreign Office 
dated 17th February Jast, transmits a memorandum relating to 
the above new Custom House regulations and the question of a 
central Court for deciding disputes in Customs duties. In this 
memorandum it is stated that, on the 14th February, during a 
debate in the Reichstag on the 1898 Estimates, Herr von 
Thielmaun made the following statement in reply to a Deputy 
who asked why the information to be given to importers as to 
Customs duties to be charged on entry should not equally be 
afforded to any third person who cared to ask for it :— 

“It has already been distinctiy stated that the new measure is 
merely a palliative one, and that it is impossivle to abolish entirely 
Customs anomalies. The measure protects the importer who 
enquires, but not any third party; the information is only given 
on production of a sample which is then identified and returned 
to the enquirer himself. No one else can rely on this sample, as 
his goods may slightly differ in some way. 

‘ A wish has also been expressed in this House that questions 
arising on Custom’s duties should be submitted for settlement to 
the Law Courts; but this the Federated States cannot allow as it 
would only lead to divergent decisions and by no means to 
unanimity. One single Court for the whole German Empire is 
possible. But so long as the present constitution holds good, by 
which each State has the control of the collection and administra- 
tion of its own Customs duties, such a supreme Court cannot be 
imposed upon the separate States. It is, however, impossible to 
say if such a change may not come about in the course of 
years. 

“ But, meanwhile, the new Custom House regulations must be 
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allowed to have a fair trial before being adversely judged. They 
will do much to improve matters. What is now given by them 
to the enquirer is not a right but an equitable concession ; and, if 
he is not satisfied with the result, he can, as has always before 
been the case, appeal to the Bundesrath to be let off the duty. 
The ‘skeleton’ of the new Customs Tariff is now being worked 
out and will differ widely from the present one.” 

In conclusion Baron Thie]mann, in answer to a question as to 
whether any negotiations had been made for the establishment of a 
general Court for the Empire to decide Customs questions, replied 
that they had been attempted but had not yet led to any 
result. 
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XITI—NEW BRAZILIAN CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
copy of the new Edition of the Brazilian Customs Tariff which 
came into force on the 1st January, 1898. This document may be 
consulted on application at the Commercial Department, Board of 
Trade, on any day between the hours of 11 and 5. 

The following statement giving a translation of the sections of 
the tariff dealing with woolien yarns and manufactures, which has 
been prepared in the Department, will probably be foiind useful 
by those interested, a similar statement with regard to cotton 
- _— appeared in the last issue of the “Board of Trade 

ournal ” ;— 


Tariff Equiva- 
No. Classification. Daty Tare allowance. 
| rate. 
Raw or PREPARED. Reis. |PerCent. 
482 |Wool in the mass -  -kilog. 200} 20 


483 Do. washed, plain, or carbonized 
kilog., 20 
0 


484 | Do. dyed, raw- - ~- do. 600 | 20 
485 | Do. carded, or prepared in any 

way - -_ -kilog. 700 20 Net. 
486 |Yarn—: 


Plain, of one or more strands for 
weaving, also for trimmings, 
of wool, or of wool and cotton : 
Unbleached or bleached kilog. 500} 15 |Boxes of  card- 

board and similar 

gross. 
0. 


Dyed - - - ~-kilog| 600) 15 
With admixture of silk -do. 700 15 do. 
Soft, for embroidering - do. 6,000 60 do. 


WooLLEN TISSUES AND WARES. 
“487 |Laces, tassels, galloons, 
“greges,” fringes, trim- 
mings, and similar 
articles of pure wool, or 
of wool mixed with cot- 
tonorlinen~= - do. | 10,000 60 do. 
488 |Carpets and tapestries :— 
Striped, thick, for stair- 
cases) of pure wool, or 
of wool mixed with 
other materials - - do. 2,400 €0 Net. 
Velvety :— 

With long pile, thick, 
with ground of hemp 
or tow (mats) - - do. 2,600 60 do. 

With short pile, thin, 
with ground of thick 
cotton, linen, or hemp 
tissues - : - do. 4,000 80 do. 

To. do. without the 
above mentioned tis- 
sues - - - - do. 6,400 80 do, 

Do. do. for shoes or 
slippers - -- - 

Not otherwise mentioned :— 
4 With reverse of thick 
tissue of cotton, linen 
orhemp - -— - do. 2.000 60 do, 


| 
| 
. 

1 
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| Equiva-| 
Classification. Duty Tare allowance. 
rate. 
Wootten Tissurs AND WarEs—| Reis. PerCent. 
Carpets and tapestries—con. 
Without the above tis- 
gues - -kilog.| 4,000 80 Net. 
| 
4€9 Do. do. do. for shees or 
slippere - - do. | 38500; 50 do. 
Alpacas, woollen | 
lasting, durants, damask, 
merinos, cashmeres, | | 
striped stuffs, royal, China 
satine, knitted  tieeues, | 
crape, woollen velvet or 
plush, and other similar | 
tissues not elsewhere men- | ™ 
tioned, plain,  twilled, | | 
figured, ordamatked - do. | 7,200 60 do. 
490 |Baizes - do. 2,200 60 | do. 
491 |Flannel of sll hinds, 
figured, or twilled :— | 
White or dyed - - - do. , 4,800 60 | do. 
‘Printed - - - - do. |, 6,000; .60 | do. 
492 |Militarysashes - - - do. | 8,800 40 de. 
493 |Flags aged - do. | 16,000 50 |Boxes of card- 
494 |Hoods, bonnets, and ober head- board, and similar 
Gresees : wrappers: gross. 
Knitted or netted, with or with-| 
out admixture of silk kilog.| 8,0CO 50 do. 
Knitted or netted, common, for 
sailore or workmen - 3,000 50 do. 
Not specially mentioned - - ad val. 50 dc. 
495 aps | 
With gal'oone of real gold each, 6,000 | 
Of net work, as netted articles 
Not epecielly mentioned each 2.000 60 
496 |Buttors- hilog 3,500 50 do 
497 |Bridles: | 
Of wool, or of plain wool and 
cotton - - - - each) 2,000 60 
Do., with ornaments of common | 
metal - - - each) 3,200 60 
Halters’ - - - do.| 1,600 60 
498 (Cords, braids, edgings, &c.) { 
of pure woo!, or of wool mixed’ 
with cotton, linen, or} | 
glas:: | 
So called “‘precintas,’ coarse for | 
girths, more than 4 centim.. { 
broad - - - kilog. 3,600 60 do. 
Do., unspec fied - - - do. 6,000, 60 do. 
499 Covers for parasols, pianos, and { 
other articles - - kilo 8,000 | 60 do. 
500 |Shawls, scarfs end handkerchiefs: | 
Knitted - kilog. 8,000 _ 60 Net 
» Plain or twilled, figured or | 
damashed, white, or 
printed - -  kilog. 10,000 80 do. 
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Equiva- 
Classification, Duty Tare allowance. 
rate. 
Shawls, scarfs, and 
—Contd | Reis. |PerCent. 
Embroidered, of lace, or ot 
lace or silk fringes - - ad val. 60 Net. 
501 |Hats: 
Of felt : 
Plain - - -each| 2,400 80 
Trimmed - + - | adval. 60 
Of tissues : | 
Plain - -  -each 3,200 | 60 
Opera - - -  - 4,800 60 
Trimmed - -| ad val 60 
Note.—Hats of felt i in the making}, 
of which furs of any quality 
are used in any proportion pay 
as if they were made of fur. 
The duties on hats include those: 
on thecommon wooden or card-. 
board boxes in which imported. | 
502 |Girths - each 1,200 50 
503 |Belts, garters and braces, plain 
orembroidered -_ kilog. 12,000) 50 In boxes of card- 
board or similar 
wrappers ; gross 
504 |Coverlets of wool, or of wool and ™ 
cotton : 
Common, dark, and_ similar 
coverlets- - - kilog.) 1,500 60 
Of any other kind, white or 
coloured- - - kilog. 4,000 80 Net. 
505 |Parts of shoes, cut-out. (Dutiable) | 
according to the description of 
tizsue) do. 
506 |Horse cloths and riding blankets 
(‘‘coxinilhos”), of wool, or of 
wool and cotton - - kilog.| 2,400 60 do. 
507 |Woollen  lastings *) 
kilog.| 4,200 60 do. 
508 |Flesh brushes, etc. - dozen} 8,000 50 
509 (Felt: 
Fer pianos and the like _kilog.| 7,200 60 do. 
For caulking ships and the like 
kilog. 200 60 do. 
Of any other kind, yin or 
printed - - kilog.' 2,400 50 do. 
510 |‘‘ Filele” (nies of light woollen 
stuff) - kilog.; 4,500 60 do. 
511 |Cravats and. bands, plain or 
embroidered, ot all kinds, kilog.| 10,000 60 (Boxes of cardboard 
and similar 
wrappers: gross 
512 (Gloves, plain or embroidered 
dozen pairs| 6,000 50 Net 
513 |Ruge, “wergas” and “ baixeros” 
(blankets) :— 1,800 
Of “ werga” cloth - kilog. 60 do. 
Of felt - - + kilog.| 2,800 60 do. 
Of other tissues not specially 
mentioned -— - kilog.| 3,600 60 do. 


| 
aa 
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Equiva- 

lent ad 

valorem 
rate. 


Reis. PerCent. 


= Classification. Duty Tare allowance. 


Rugs (continued). 
NorEe,—Rugs, vergas and blankets! 
are not to be confused with 
coverings or cloths for animals 
made of cloth, baize, or any 
other tissue of wool, which pay 
the duties applicable to the 
tissues of which made. Blankets,| 
rugs, and “ zergas ” embroidered! 
with wool pay 10 % extra: with 
silk 20 % extra. 
$14 Mantlete, chemieettes, and other 
wearing apparel, of mee sod any 
other tissue ad val. 60 
515 |Stockings and socks : 
Socks : 
Up to 20 centimetres long in 
the foot - dozen pairs) 2,800 60 
More than 20 centimetres long 
in the foot - dozen pairs| 6,000 60 
Stockings : 
Up to 20 centimetres long in 
the foot - dozen pairs) 5,200 60 
More than 20 centimetres long 
in the foot - dozen pairs) 10,000 60 
516 |Knitted wares not specially men- 
tioned, plain, with or without 
admixture, or 


of silk -  kilog.! 8,000 50 Net. 
517 |Oilcloth- ~- - do. 1,800 60 |On wooden rollers 
2 
518 (Cloths, casimirs, and cassinets,with * 
or without mixture of eilk,' 
Cheviots, American flannele, 
serges, and diagonals :— 
1. Of wool, pure or mixed with, 
cotton, weighing per equare 
metre: 
Up to 450 grammes- _kilog. 7,200 60 Net. 
Morethan450 grammes do. 4,200 60 do. 
2. Of equal parts of wool and 
cotton, weighing per equare 
metre : 
Up to 400 grammes- kilog. 4,800 60 do. 
tho than400 grammes do. | 2,400 60 do. 
519 |Table covers :— 
Embroidered - - - ad val. 60 do. 
Not otherwise mentioned, kilog. 8,400 60 do. 
520 |Lace, of wool or of wool with 
admixture of cotton or linen : 
In cuttings for garments, 
veils, etc. ad val. 60 |Gross (excluding 
cardboard boxes 
| oaly). ; 


Not otherwise mentioned, plain 
or with glass beads- _—ikilog| 28,000 60 do. 
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Equiva- 
Classification. Duty Tare allowance. 
rate. 
Reig. |PerCent. 
521 |Wearing apparel, made-up :— 
Shirts : 
Knitted : 
Thick, for sailors or work-| 
men - - - dozen| 8,400 60 
Of any other kind- - do. | 22,000 60 
Of light baize or flannel, with 
or without cord trimminge| 
dozen} 22,000 60 
Drawers, knitted, or of flannel 
dozen| 22,000 60 
Jackets, petticoats, and jerseys, 
thick, of knitted or net work 
dozen} 18,000 
Mourning veils of casimir, plain, 
or with knots, folds, etc. kilog,| 12,000 60 Net. 
Not specially mentioned : 
Of baize or thick cloth, for 
military and similar use 
kilog.| 8,500 60 do. 
OF felt - - - do. | 12,000 60 do. 
Of double cloth or casimir 
do. | 18,000 60 do. 
of single cloth or casimir, 
or any other tissue, kilog.| 24,000 60 do. 
lace, embroidered or 
trimmed - - . -| ad val. 60 do. 
522 |Travelling bags - - ~-each} 3,000 50 
523 |Small shoes and buskins, without 
soles :— 
Plain - - -  ~-pair} 600 50 
Embroidered or ornamented 
pair} 800 50 
524 Sarcaneta”’- - kilog.| 3,600 50 
525 » grenadine, tulle, gauze, 
and other open or transparent| ' 
tissues not elsewhere men- 
tioned :— 
Weighing 80 grammes or less 
per sq metre -  kilog.| 21,000 70 do. 
Weighing more than 80 
grammes persq metre kilog.| 11,000 70 do. 
526 |Strips of cloth, and _ insertions, 
plain or with glass ornamenta- 
tion :— 
With embroidery of cotton, 
weol or linen kilog.| 20,000 50 |Excepting cards 
board boxee: gros 
, With embroidery of silk - do. | 32,000 50 do. 
527 |Blinds for doots and windows, with 
or without rollers - each} 5,000 50 
528 |Rags, selvage and cuttings kilog. 40 20 In Bales, gross. 
Nore. — Tissues and articles, 
embroidered or trimmed, not 
enumerated in the tariff, are 
liable to an ad val. duty of 60 %. 


. 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


Russla. 


Tariff Classifications. 
NorE.—Pood = 36 lb. avoirdupois. Gold Rouble = 3s. 2d. 

A despatch dated 20th Feb. last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg stating 
that the Department of Customs, under order of 4/16 February 
last, has notified that raw mother-of-pearl shells, even though not 
cleaned of mineral! incrustations, are to be cleared as mother-of- 
pearl not worked, under Section 68 of the Customs Turiff; duty 
2 roubles and 10 kopecks gold per pood. 


BELGIUM. 
Tariff Modifications. 


A despatch dated 12th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, H.M. Minister at Brussels, 
enclosing extract from the “ Moniteur Belge,” by which small 
metal ornaments used in the manufacture of book covers and fancy 
goods are subjected to an import duty of 5 per cent. ad val. The 
decree was to come into force on the 20th February last. 


BELGIUM-PORTUGAL, 
Commercial Agreement. 


A despatch dated 19th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, H.M. Minister et Brussels, 
transmitting two copies of the “Exposé des Motits,” with which 
the Belgian Government have submitted for the ratification of the 
Chambers a declaration and an additional article, whieh were 
signed at Lisbon on the 11th December and the 15th January 
last, for regulating provisionally the commercial relations between 
Belgium and Portugal, pending the conclusion of a definite treaty 
to replace that which was denounced in 1891. 

By these arrangements most favoured nation treatment is 
granted, but only in the case of certain specified articles which 
interest chiefly the exchanges between Belgium and Portugal. The 
Portuguese wines will benefit by a raising of the alcoholic 
standard on wines in Belgium. 

Concessions may be made by Portugal to Spain or to Brazil, 
which Belgium shall not enjoy unless they be extended also to 
some other foreign power. 

Portuguese subjects in Belgium and Belgian subjects in 
Portugal shall enjoy all advantages granted to the most favoured 
nation in regard to military service or service in the civil guard. 


4 
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GERMANY. 
Tare Allowances on Imports. 


A despatch dated 12th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing trans- 
lation of the following table from the “ Reichsanzeiger” of the 
4th February last, with reference to alterations in tare allowances 
on imports into the German Empire which were to come into 
force on the 1st March next. 


Tare allowance in pro- 


No. portion of gross weight. 
10 Description of Outside 
Customs Article. Coverings. | 
Tariff. Old sNew 


Allowance. | Allowance. 


2a 1 | Goods made of cot- | ) Bales with iron 
to 6 ton, &c. bands. | 7% | 3% 
A , (Bales without iron | ) | 
22f | Undyed, unprinted, 
unbleached tis- ) 
sues of jute, of ' 
manilla, hemp, or Bales. | 2% 
of similar spun | 
fabrics. 
25g 1 | Fresh beef Baskets. 9% | 6% 
Ditto | Pork shoulders, un- | } 
smoked, salted, or 
prepared with be- Cases. 146% | 183% 
Tax. 
Pepper, nd or in 
251 Barrels, 16% | 9% 
25v 1 | Unworked tobacco Cases of 175 kilos | 
leaves. and less. } | 
25x | Raw sugar. Bales. 4% 2% 
Ditto Ditto Sacks. 2% 1% 
Ditto ome { of light linen. \ 1% 05 % 
26m | Bees wax, including | ° | 
other insect wax ; } 
plant wax (of 
palms, palm | Bales. 3% 
leaves, etc.); earth ) 
wax, cleaned. 
Ditto Ditto Sacks. 2% 1% 


Importation of Fresh Fruit and Living Plants from the 
United States Forbidden. 


A despatch dated the 6th February last has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, trans- 
mitting translation of Imperial order which was to come into 
t.1ce on February 5th last (the date of its promulgation) prohibit- 
ing the importation of fresh fruit and living plants into Germany 
from the United States. 
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Mr. W.S. H. Gastrell, Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at 
Berlin, states, in a memorandum on this subject, that from an 
examination made on the 29th January, at the Agricultural High 
School, of some pears received from California, via the free port 
of Hamburg, it resulted that they were found to be infected with 
the “San Jose Scale,” a most harmful and destructive insect, the 
introduction of which, into Fiurope, would have the most 
disastrous effect on all fruit growing. Its identity was discovered 
from an American official publication, received last October in 
Germany, and entitled “The San José Scale,” by T. D. A. 
Cockerell (Technical Series, No.6, United States Department of 
Agriculture Division of Etomology). 

It is in consequence of this discovery that all precautions are 
now being taken to prevent the introduction of American fruit 
into Germany, which steps have given rise, amongst importers, 
to a great outcry. It appears that at Hamburg the police 
authorities, by the order of the Senate, notified the Hamburg— 
American Line that—(1) the importation was absolutely . pro- 
hibited; (2) that, however, the fruit could be re-exported to 
England; and (3) that the cargoes of apples already received might 
be delivered to the addressees ; but that, as regards pears and as to 
other fruits now on the high seas, instructions would be given 
later. At the frontier station, Emmerich, large quantities of fruit 
(dried plums, apples, etc.) have been stopped. It is thought, 
en, that the decree can only include fresh and not dried 

its. 

The quantity and value of fresh fruit imported in late years is 
as follows :— 


Year. Quantity. Value. 
Tons. £ 
1897 - 141,373 1,525,000 


Last year saw a particularly large increase, which caused an 
agitation in agricultural circles, for a protective duty on imported 
fresh fruit. In 1897 the tonnage coming from the United States 
was 10,336 (by direct routes); that, however, coming via the 
Netherlands was 43,086 tons, and via Belgium 26,967 tons, of 
which, doubtless, the major part came from the United States. 
So that about one half of the whole importation may be said to 
come from North America. 

The Foreign Office have also received a despatch from H.M. 
Ambassador at Berlin, stating that the following explanation 
has appeared in the “ Berliner Correspondenz ” :— 

“The Government learnt in the middle of January that a large 
quantity of fruit from greatly infected portions of America had 
been shipped to Hamburg, and at once gave orders to have the 
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fruit examined by experts on arrival. On the 29th of January 
quantities of living “San José scale” were found on some 
Californian pears, and the Government could do no less than take 
measures to ward off the imminent peril threatening the fruit 
orchards of Germany. On the same day, therefore, January 29th, 
telegraphic orders were sent to all places of importation to detain 
all fresh fruit from America and not to deliver it to its intended 
recipients. 

At the same time an expert in entomology from the Imperial 
Board of Health was sent to Hamburg to further examine the 
fruit, and this expert found the same insect on American imported 
apples. 

A consultation of experts then took place, and it was decided, 
firstly, to prohibit all introduction of living plants trom America, 
as especially apt to spread the destructive insect; secondly, to 
cause all fresh fruit to be examined on the frontier, and only to 
prohibit the introduction of so much of it as should be found 
infected. 

But as for the infected fruit, the entry of which has been 
prohibited on and after the 29th of January, “the Government 
naturally had no hesitation in permitting the re-exportation of the 
fruit detained, and at the wish of the importing firms telegraphed 
accordingly to the Hamburg Senate.” 

It would, of course, be most difficult to ascertain in Germany 
whether the fruit, with its accompanying insects, has been sent to 
the United Kingdom, but there is nothing to show that this has 
not taken place. 

Finally, in this’ connection, the Foreign Office have received 
through H.M. Ambassador in Berlin copy of extract from the 
“* Reichsanzeiger” containing Decree of the Bremen Senate as 


follows :— 


Sec. 1. The supervision of the regulations on their importation 
and other precautionary measures are under the joint control of 
the general taxation office (and as regards those articles mentioned 
in Paragraph 1 of the Imperial Decree under the joint control of 
the Customs authorities) ; and at Bremen, of the harbour master 
of the Free District, of the harbour master of the Safety Harbour, 
and of the administration of the Weser Railway Station; at 
Vegersack, of the local harbour master; at Bremerhaven, of the 
local harbour police. 

Sec. 2. Those persons receiving articles mentioned in Para- 
graph 1 of the Imperial Decree have to notify the General Tax 
Office of their arrival in writing within three days. Consignments 
entering the free district of Bremen or the territory in Bremerhaven 
outside Custcms control are to be accompanied by a permit of 
entry when entering into the limits of the Customs Union of the 
Empire. This permit is obtainable, for the tree district of Bremen, 
from the General Tax Office and for the extra customs territory in 
Bremerhaven from the harbour police. 

Sec. 3. Any contravention of these regulatious will be punished 
by a fine up to a maximum of 3/, 


\ 

| | { 
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FRANCE. 
Brokerage Charges at Swinemunde and Stettin. 


Acommunication dated 22nd Febiuary !ast has been received 
at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at S:e tia seporting the 
following in respect to the payment of Brokers’ fees at Swinemunde 
and Stettin. Judgment was given inthe Law Courts at Swine- 
munde on September 17, 1896, to the effect, that for the future, 
all ships can be charged with a brokerage fee of 20 Pfennigs — 
24d. per cubic metre or 56°6 Pfennig — 63d., per register ton on the 
German measurement, when such measurement is known to the 
broker. This, of course, ust always be the case when the vessel 
upon which the charge is made has previously made a voyage to 
these ports, and it will be of no use for the master or owners to 
endeavour to get the difference between the German and English 
measurement (a diffierence of 25 per cent. in favour of the broker 
on the German measure) refunded, so Jong as the charter parties 
contain the usual clause, viz., “Steamer to be addressed to char- 
terers’ agent at port of discharge, and toemploy merchants’ kroker © 
on usual terms.” 

It has been suggested, and appears advisable, that the above 
clause should be altered in future charter parties to the follow- 
ing :— 

“Steamer to employ merchants’ broker, paying for the trans- 
action of ship’s business, the usual charge on British measurement.” 


Proposed Reduction of Pilotage Dues at Rouen. 


In a report to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul at Rouen it 
is stated that one of the heaviest burdens‘on shipping entering 
Rouen is that of pilotage dues. The geographical position of the 
port, 70 miles from the sea, makes that inevitable. A more 
numerous staff of pilots is nevessary for Rouen than for a coast 
port. The pilotage of the river is divided theoretically into three 
stages, but practically into two: (1) from the sea at Havre roads 
to Villequier, and (2) from Villequier to Rouen. To carry out 
the work of the first stage no fewer than 90 pilots and 40 ap- 
prentice pilots are kept at Quilletceuf at the entrance of the 
river, and for the second stage there are 30 pilots and 18 apprentice 
pilots stationed at Villequier. This large staff of nearly 180 men, 
with their equipment of two steam tugs and two sailing cutters, 
is paid and maintained entirely from the pilotage dues, which 
have yielded in the past five years an average of 700,000 fr. 
(28,000/.) a year. A vessel of 1,000 tons register ascending the 
river to Rouen pays 32/. in pilotage dues. The plan for the 
reduction of these charges, which the Chamber of Commerce is 
striving to carry through, and has already asked ministerial 
approval of, is to reduce the staff of full pilots at Quillebceuf by 
one-third, from 90 to 60, and to give shipping the benefit of the 
economy thus effected by a proportionate reduction in the pilotage 
‘dues. The reduction of the personnel will be made gradually, 
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vacancies now occurring are not being filled up, and it is proposed 
to reduce the pilotage dues by 2 per cent. annually for 15 years, 
so that in that time they will be brought down to nearly two- 
thirds of their present rate. If this be carried out in full it will 
be a sensible relief to shipping frequenting the port.—(Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2027.) 


Quay Dues. 


A despatch dated 20d March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, stating that, since 
the passing of the law of the 23rd December last with regard to 
Quay Dues, it has baen discovered that in consequence of an 
alteration introduced by the Senate in Article 6, packet boats 
engayed in daily service between France and England would pay 
higher dues than hitherto, owing to the repeal of Article 7 of the 
Finance Law of the 29th July, 1881, which accorded special 
privileges to vessels engaged in such service. 

Attention was called to the fact by the Commission of the 
Budget, and a Bill was subsequently introduced by Monsieur 
Lasteyrie and other Deputies for the purpose of amending the 
new Law, which would have almost doubled the rates on the 
steamers plying between Dieppe and Newhaven. 

_ The Bill has passed the Chamber of Deputies without discus- 
sion. 

tae effect of the Bill is to re-establish the provisions of the Law 
of 1881. 


Modification of Duties on Lead, ete. 


A despatch dated 6th March last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 
enclosing an extract from the “Journal Officiel,” containing a 
Presidential Decree promulgating a law for the modification of 
the duties of the minimum tariff on lead, etc., as follows :— 


No. in New Tariff. Old Tariff. 
the Leap, &e, 
Tariff. General | Minimum} Minimum. 
Ores, Matt and Scoria of Francs. Francs. Francs. 
all sorts :— er 
100 kilozs 


30 % of metal or less - Free Free 
More than 30 % of metal $s 150 1.25 
| (containing 


bo 


Free 
25 grammes and more 
of silver for every 100 


kilogs of lead) - 8.00 | 250 


| 
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No in. New Tariff. Old Tariff. 
the LEAD, &c. 
Teriff. General. | Minimum./ Minimum. 
Per 
: ( 100 kilogs.| Francs. | Francs. Francs, 
on-argentiferous(con- 
( oo less than 25 \ 
5} grammes of silver per 
g | 100 kilogs of lead):— 
® a. From countries 
where enti- 
ferous are 
free of export 
duty - 4.00 3.50 
R 6. From other coun- Free. 
tries - 4.00 3.50 
In addition 
3 to the a- 
mount of 
export 
duty paid 
in the 
country of 
origin. / 
Alloys of antimony in the 
rough = ” 7.00 6.50 8.00 
Beaten or rolled - - 7.00 6.50 3.00 
\\Filings and old scrap- = - 4.00 3.50 Free. 
239 Minimum - - 8,50 5.15 .00 
{ Litharge and other oxides- = - .00 
Salts of lead, and chemical vali5 % — 
225 bis products of a lead base, a 
not distinguished.- - 100 kilos} kilos 
256 Acetate of lead - . - 11.50 7.60 5.50 
262 Carbonate of lead - - - 8.50 5.00 2.00 
266 Chromate of lead - - -| 25.00 18.50 16.00 
271 bis Pyrolignite of lead - - - 9.50 5.10 3.00 
j Green Coloura from the mixture 
806 H of chromate of lead and | 8.00 7.00 5.00 
Prussian blue - - -|) 
Carbonate of lead, which has 
308 bis undergone a preparation simi- t 11.50 9.00 6.00 
lar to mixed with oil 
iping and other manufactures o 
576 i 8.00 6.50 3.00 
576 bis Electric accumulators- - -! 21.00 16.50 13.00 


FRANCE-TUNIS. 


Certificates of 


Origin. 


With reference to the note on p. 65 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for January last, a further despatch has been received from 
the Foreign Office, containing copy of extract from the “Journal 
Officiel Tunisien,” having reference to the certificates of origin 
required in the importation of foreign goods into Tunis. This 
notice, which varies in some respects from that referred to in the 
“‘ Board of Trade Journal” for January last, may be seen, in the 
original, on application at the Commercial Department, Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 11 and 5. 


q 
q 
4 
4] 
1 
i 


March 1898,] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 315 


FRANCE-ALGERIA. 
Municipal Octroi Dues. 
According to a French Custom House circular recently received 
at the Foreign Office, the following is a schedule of the municipal 


octroi dues (taxes de i’octrot municipal de mer) which are to be 
levied at Algerian ports from 1st January 1898 to 31st Dec. 1900 


France. 

Coffee - - = =  « + per 100 kilogs. 80 00 
Glucose - - - - - - - ” 10 00 
Raw Sugar and “ Vergeoises” - - - “ 15 00 
Refined Sugar - - - - - - +“ 20 00 
Ground chicory - ” 5 90 
Tea - - - - - 25 00 
Chestnuts and chestnut flour - - - Re 5 00 
Cinnamon and “ Cassia lignea” 45 00 
Nutmeg, mace, and vanilla - - - i 100 00 
Cloves - - - - - 40 00 
Mineral oils - - - - ~ - os 5 00 
Alcohols— 
Alcohol, pure, contained in brandy, and 

spirits in casks, brandies and spirits in 

bottles, liqueurs anu fruits preserved in 

Alcohol, pure, contained in made-up wines, 

and wines from raisins - - - - .” 50 00 
Alcohol, pure, in wines, exceeding 15°9 

Alconol, pure, contained in alcoholic dis- 

tilled waters, alcoholic perfumes, and 

all other products containing alcohol in 

their mixture - - - - - a 50 00 
Alcohol used in the preparation of medi- 

cines, chemical products, and other 

products obtained by means of the de- 

naturation of alcohol, including varnish 

manufactured with alcohol denatural- 

ised in the presence of the officials - 9 12 00 
Beers - - - - - - 5 00 


SPAIN. 
Port Charges at Cadiz. 


The following particulars as to port charges at Cadiz have been 
extracted from the “ Annales du Commerce Extérieur ” issued by 
the French Ministry of Commerce :— 

Quay Dues.—No special tax is levied for mooring alongside the 
quay of the interior basin. The charge for mooring and discharg- 
ing in waggons at the Trocadero mole is 1 peseta per ton of 
1,000 kilogs discharged. Thirty pesetas per day is charged for 
the use of the crane. 

The mooring dues at Puntales for sailing vessels vary from § 
pesetas to 36 pesetas per vessel per diem, and for steamers from 
7:50 pesetas to 40 per vessel per diem, according to the tonnage 
of the vessels, 

Pilotage dues are as follows and are obligatory, even wher 
the master of a vessel dispenses with the services of a pilot. 
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On Entering the Port. 


Pesetas 

From the open To Puntales direct - - - 65:18 

sea To Puntales, with anchorage in the bay - = 80-24. 

To Carraca direct - ~ - - - - | 100-29 

To the Trocadero direct - - | 102°79 

To the Bay and vice versa - - - - - 35°12 

From Puntales To Carracaand ,, - - - - - 35°12 

Tothe Trocadero - - - - 37-62 

Movements without leaving a limited area - . - - - 20°06 
On Leaving the Port. 

Pesetas 

From the Bay to the open sea- - - - - - = =| 41:37 

To the open sea direc = 

From Pantales with stoppage - -| 76°49 

“From Carraca to the sea direct - - - - - - - - 96°54 

From the Trocadero’ - - - - 99°04 


The above charges are levied on all trading vessels without 
distinction of tonnage, except vessels of less than 50 tons. 
Pilotage dues are doubled at night; and the captain of the 
port is likewise allowed to raise the charges in cases of tempest, 
etc. 
Provisional Trafic Tax, known as “ Navigation Tazx.”’ 


All merchandise imported or exported is subject to a provisional 
traffic tax, levied in the following manner :— 


Pesetas. 
Iron ore - - - per 1,000 kilogs 0:10 
Other ores (classed as poor ores . 0:20 
Trade with Europe, Pigiron - “- - - ” 0°25 
African and Medi- j Coal,Coke,Argentiferous ore, and 
terranean and jj} other ore (not classed as poor) 1:00 
Atlantic Coasts,as {| of non-argentiferous lead, and 
far as Cape Bogador. | Wine - 
| Other merchandise - - - ” 1:25 
r - - er ton. 0:20 
Trade with the ( Ores (classed ) 1:00 
rest of the World. | Other merchandise - -~ - . 3-00 


The following ores are considered as poor : Iron pyrites, sulphur 
ore, phosphorite, ochres, spar, kaolin, argilaceous and other stones 
and earths used in building, and the arts—except marbles, jasper, 

alabaster. 
The following goods are exempted from the traffic tax :— 
Common salt, iron bars carried by coasting vessels and in general, 
all merchandise conveyed on Spanish vessels of under 100 tons ; 


| 
q 
j 
a 
| 
WW 
| 


March 1898,] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 317 


returned empty casks and bags; coal and coke of all kinds for 
siderurgical or metallurgical uses, as well as iron ore of Spanish 
origin for national industries. 

All vessels whose bills of ladings etc. do not make mention in a 
special clause that they carry merchandise are subject to loading, 
unloading and ‘traffic dues. 

The shipping companies, whose steamers call regularly at Cadiz, 
pay these dues and charge them to the consignees of the goods. 

(A statement of the port charges at Tarragona will appear in 
the next issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.’’) 


Reduction of Duty on Wheat. 


- According toa telegram dated 3rd March received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, it has been decided 
to reduce the duty on wheat imported into Spain from 104 pesetas 
to 6 pesetas per 100 kilogs, until the price falls to about 8 pesetas 
30 centimes per bushel, and to remove transitory duties from flour 
and bran. Decree was to be published on 4th inst. 


Tariff Classifications. 
Norz.—Peseta = 9,6d., kilogramme = 2-204 lbs. avoirdupois. 

According to despatches dated 15th and 16th February last, 
received at the Foreign Office from i1.M. Chargé d’Affaires at 
Madrid the following classifications of goods for tariff purposes 
have been published in the “Gaceta de Madrid.” 

Tallow, whether melted or in blocks, of any class, will be 
assessed for duty under No. 250 of the Customs Tariff (duty 
1 peseta per 100 kilogrammes). 

All animal fats will be assessed under the same No. 250 of the 
Tariff, except those like lard, butter, &c., which are especially 
mentioned in the tariff. 

Purified animal fat (grasas animales purificadas) and purified 
tallow (sebo purificado), now under No. 125 of the Tariff, shall be 
assessed under No. 250 of the Tariff (1 peseta per 100 kilogs). 

Tallow sent as a sample must pay duties under No. 250 of the 
Tariff. 

Mother-of-pearl shell in its natural state will be assessed under 
No. 254 of the Customs Tariff now in force (0.50 peseta per 
100 kilogs. 

In the index the name “shells” (“Conchos’’) shall be replaced 
as follows :— 

“Shells in the natural state.” 
(“Conchos en sa estads natural”) No. 254, 
ditto ditto cleaned. 
“idem limpias’’) No. 341. 
ditto ditto manufactured. 
(“idem manufacturalas’’) No, 342. 


Shipping Regulations. 


A communication dated the 11th February last has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Mr. J. F. Roberts, H.M. 
Consul at Barcelona, reporting a shipping case that has occurred 
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at Barcelona, showing how important it is that masters of British 
steamers coming to that port should be well acquainted with the 
regulations relating to shipping matters that are in force at 
Spanish ports. 

By the laws of Spain a steamer or sailing vessel, proceedi 
direct from a port outside Europe to Barcelona, loses her 
Procedencia (Port of Origin) if she touches at any port en route, 
except under force majeure, and becomes liable to duty on her 
cargo under the tariff charged by the customs of Spain on goods 
coming from the country of the port called at. ; 

A vessel may of course put in at a port en route to coal, or 
obtain necessary provisions, but in such a case the raster of the 
vessel should obtain from the port authorities a certificate that he 
had been obliged to put in for this purpose only, and have the 
document legalised by the Spanish Consul there, and under no 
circumstances should take on cargo of any description unless 
he be willing to lose the privileged duties charged on shipment 
direct. 


The case under discussion bears on the above-mentioned 
regulations. 

The British steamer “ Axminster,” No. 99,019, of West Hartle- 
pool, and owned by Messrs. Livingston, Conner and Company, of 
that port, loaded in Savannah a cargo of cotton for Barcelona 
direct ; the “ Axminster” called at Gibraltar en route, and there 
took on board a polo pony—duly putting the same on the manifest 
—for Barcelona; owing to this the cargo of cotton lost the 
privileged duty accorded to direct shipments, and the receivers at 
Barcelona were called upon to pay duty on the cotton as if it had 
been shipped at Gibraltar, i.e, Ps 4°40 per 100 kilogrammes. 
instead of Ps 1°65 only, which would have been the rate of duty 
payable from Savannah direct. 

The master of the “Axminster,” on becoming aware of this, 
fearing that the receivers would hold him liable for the extra duty 
charged, and decline to pay the freight, laid an embargo on the 
delivery of the cotton till the freight was paid; and cabling to 
his owners, received instructions to apply through the British 
Consulate at Barcelona, to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
petitioning him to use his influence to get the extra duties re- 
mitted. This the captain did both by u telegram’ and a letter 
explaining the case, and Mr. G. Barclay, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires, kindly interested himself in the matter, and it is stated 
that the extra duties levied on the cargo of cotton “Hz” “ss, 
Axminster ” will be remitted. 

The statement that a vessel proceeding from a port outside 
Europe to a Spanish port direct, and touching anywhere en route 
loses her “ Procedencia”’ (Port of Origin) applies only so far as 
relates to the duties leviable by the Spanish Customs House on 
her cargo; not as regards her port dues, etc., etc., which are 
heavier on ships coming from America direct than from European 
ports. 
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ITALY. 
Importation of Tobacco by Parcels Post. 


A Report dated 12th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Franz, H.M. Consul at Rome, transmitting 
a summary of the instructions lately issued by the Italian 
Customs Department regarding the importation into Italy of 
tobacco by parcels post as follows :— | 

In view of recent facilities granted by the Italian Government 
in connection with the importation of tobacco through the parcels 
in Italy, it seems expedient to make known that certain 

ormalities will have to be gone through by intending importers, 
the substance of which is this :— 

Parcels containing tobacco will, as a rule, be retained at the 
Custom House of vhe frontier, and the persons to whom they are 
addressed will receive notice of their arrival from the post office at 
the frontier, whereupon they must draw up an application on 
stamped paper specifying therein the quality and quantity of the 
tobacco contained in the parcel, and declare that it is intended 
exclusively for personal use. 

If the quantity of tobacco is not more than 4 kilos (8 lbs. 12 oz.) 
in weight, the application must be drawn out on Italian stamped 
paper of 60 centimes, and addressed to the frontier custom house 
where the parcel may be lying. The application is however, sent 
to the post office advising the arrival of the parcel which under- 
takes to send the parcel on collecting duty on delivery. Should 
the quantity exceed 4 kilos in weight then the application will 
have to be on stamped paper of lire 1°20, and it wil] have to be 
addressed to the Ministry of Finance in Rome; but it will have 
to be forwarded to the post office on the frontier, as in the former 

-case, and the custom house at the frontier will attend to the 
necessary formalities after having obtained the authority of the 
Ministry of Finance. 


Bicycle Tax in Italy. 


The following annual tax has been imposed in Italy on bicycles 
or similar vehicles : 
Bicycles or tricycles for one person .. Lire 10 00 
_ » for more than one person ,, 15 0 0 
Machines or apparatus similar to bicycles 
impelled by mechanical means 


SWITZERLAND. 
Tariff Decisions. 


A despatch dated 27th January last has been received at 
the Foreign Ofhce from H.M. Minister at Berne transmitting 
copies of a notice recently issued by the Swiss Customs Depart- 
ment with regard to the classification of certain articles in 
the Swiss Customs Tariff. 
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| No. Article. Duty. 


| 11 Orrisroot - - - 

4 45 Manganese in paste - - 
| 88 Mastic of ‘‘ Kalkolithe” 

209 Paotographic negatives - 
250 Apparatus for the prodcution of acetylene 


SSsssss 


The decision appended to No. 714 ‘“‘ Castors of all sorts for 
furniture ” is modified as follows :— 


No. Article. Duty. 
286 Castors of cast iron according to the workman- 9 50 
| 991 | Castors of wrought iron do. - - -| 10 00 
q 292 do. do. 12 00 
293 do. do. 22 
294 do. 22 00 
295 do. 25 00 
| 714 Castors, other, of all kinds - - - - . 80 00 
RouMANIA. 
Sugar Taz. 


A Report dated 16th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Galatz, stating that 
the Roumanian Chambers have recently voted a law, which 
imposes a tax of 15 centimes per kilogram on all sugar manufac- 
tured in the country or imported. 

Moreover, by a law dated 14th May, 1896, a bounty of 16 
H centimes the kilogram is granted on all sugar manufactured in the 
j country for export until the year 1914, 

The reason for taxing all sugar manufactured in the country or 
imported seems to be in order to balance the sum of 2,800,000 
francs (112,000/.), which will be payable in bounties, plus the sum 
of 6,000,000 francs (240,000/.), which it is estimated will be lost 
in customs duty when the Roumanian sugar manufactories are in 
full swing and able to cope with the demand in the country itself. 

It is believed that as Roumanian soil is adapted to beetroct 

plantation, a large sugar industry can be established on the basis 


of the export bounty. 


SERVIA. 


Suspension of Duty on Corn. 


With reference to a report that the Servian Government 
had suspended all duties on the importation of corn into Servia, 
‘a despatch dated 3rd January last has been received at the 
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Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Belgrade, which states 
that the Servian harvest of 1897 has been an almost total 
failure, and there has been no export of cereals. On 2%?-ccmr 


znd January 


last a circular was issued by the Minister of Finauce to the 
Customs authorities ordering the latter to suspend the levying 
of customs dues on wheat and maize imported into Servia from 
treaty as well as non-treaty states. The duties suspended are 
75 centimes per 100 kilogrammes on maize and 2 francs on: 
wheat. The ‘‘obrt” (turn-over) taxes and other minor ascessory 
customs charges still remain in force. 

The reserve stock of maize at present held in the Communal 
granaries amounts to 23 million kilogrammes, but no estimate 
be given respecting the in private hands. Importa- 

tions of maize have begun from Bulgaria, and will probably do 
so from Roumania as soon as navigation opens on the Danube, but 
the Eastern Departments of Servia, viz., Negotin and Kraina are 
fairly well supplied, and have so far had no occasion to purchase. 
The importation of wheat is not likly to be very considerable, as 
the peasantry prefer in times of scarcity to live on the cheaper 
maize, which also serves to fatten their swine. 


BULGARIA, 


Regulations as to Sale and Importation of Vegetable Oils. 


A despatch dated 3rd February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, H.M. Agent at Sofia, trans- 
mitting translation of a law recently published in the official 
Gazette, establishing restrictions on the sa'e of edible vegetable 
oils, as follows :— 

Art. 1. Every receptacle containing vegetable oil for sale, 
supply, carriage, &c., must bear an inscription commencing with 
the word “‘ Oil,” followed by the names of the matter from which 
it is produced, such as olive,.nut, sesame, olive and sesame, nut 
and flaxseed, &c. 

The receptacle must also be inscribed in very legible characters 
with the name of the factory where the oil is produced, the country 
of origin of the material, aud the mark of the factory or vendor. 

Explanations relative to the nature of the oil must appear in 
the invoices, the customs declarations, the bills of lading, &c. 

Art. 2. It is forbidden to sell, or expose for sale, under any 
pretext whatsoever, edible vegetable oils which have deteriorated 
or changed. . 

Art. 3. It is forbidden to sell, expose for sale, store in the same 
depot or in two depots communicating with each other, as well as 
to carry in the same conveyance, edible and non-edible oils, 
except when the receptacles of the latter bear in large letters the 
inscription “injurious oils.” 

Art. 4. Contraventions of this law are punished by confiscation 
of the oils, fines of upwards of 4/., and imprisonment of upwards 
of a month. 
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. Mr. Elliot also states in the same despatch that the importation 
into Bulgaria of oil of cotton seed and oil of geranium is absolutely 


prohibited. 
Modification of the Octroi Dues. 


A despatch dated 20 January last has been received at tlie, 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, H.M. Agent at Sofia, eu- 
closing translation of a Law which has passed the Sobranje, 
modifying and completing the Octroi Law of the 18/30 December 
1895. The changes made in the Tariff of Octroi Dues are mainly 
intended to bring it into conformity with the Commercial Treaties. 

An addition made to Article 5 is intended to give greater security 
tnat the Octroi shall be levied upon native as well as foreign 

duce. 

Phe new clauses provide for the case of attempts being made 
to evade the payment of the Octroi dues. 


Import Duty on the produce of States not having Commercial 
Conventions with Bulgaria. 


A despatch dated 7th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, H.M. Agent at Sofia, trans- 
mitting copy of translation of a Resolution of the Sobranje 
establishing the rates of Import Duty leviable upon the produce 
of those States which have not concluded Commercial Conventions 
with Bulgaria, as follows :-— 

a. According to the tariffs attached to the commercial treaties 
concluded with Austria-Hungary, Servia, Italy, France, England, 
and Russia, if the duty is 14 per cent. ad val. or less, or a 
specific duty. 

b. 14 per cent. ad val. if it is lower than the tariffs in question. 


Discharge of Cattle in Bulgarian Ports. 


A despatch dated 14th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, H.M. Agent at Sofia, enclosing 
copy of circular of the Bulgarian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
which provides that no cattle can be landed at a Bulgarian port, 
from a British vessel, without having first received a certificate 
from a veterinary surgeon. The vessel and landing apparatus 
must also be disinfected after each operation of lozding or 
discharging cattle. 


UNITED STATEs. 
Marking of Imported Goods. 

The following circular has been issued by the Treasury Depart- 
ment, Weshington :— 

The attention of officers of the customs is invited to the 
provisions of sections 8 and 11 of the Act of July 24, 1897, which 
are as follows :— 

Sec. 8. That all articles of foreign manufacture, such as are 
usually or ordinarily marked, stamped, branded or labelled, and 
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all packages containing such or other imported articles, shall, 
respectively, be plainly marked, stamped, branded, or labelled in 
legible English words in a conspicuous place, so as to indicate the 
country of their origin and the quantity of their contents: and 
until so marked, stamped, branded, or labelled they shall not be 
delivered to the importer. Should any article of imported 
merchandise be marked, stamped, branded, or labelled, so as to 
indicate a quantity, number, or measurement in excess of the 
quantity, number, or measurement actually contained in such 
article, no delivery of the same shall be made to the importer until 
the mark, stamp, brand or label, as the case muy be, shall be 
changed so as to conform to the facts of the case. 

Sec. 11. That no article of imported merchandise which shall 
copy or simulate the name or trade-mark of any domestic manu- 
facture or manufacturer, or which shall bear a name or mark, 
which is calculated to induce the public to believe that the article 
is manufactured in the United States, shall be admitted to entry 
at any custom-house of the United States. 

_ It has come to the knowledge of the Department that in many 
instances the trade names and designations of domestic manufac- 
turers are stamped upon one side of the blade or tang of razors and 
knives, while the name of the country of origin is obscurely placed 
upon the other, in such a manner as to afford prima facie evidence 
of an intention to deceive the purchaser. The foreign names in 
such cases can be easily removed by a cheap process. Such 
articles are not admissible to entry. It is held that “the 
branding of articles of cutlery should be of such a character that 
it can not be removed unless ground out on a grindstone, and 
should be quite as legible as the proprietary marks, and so located 
that theze will be no difficulty in seeing it.” 

_ Officers of the customs are further instructed to refuse entry of 
any article bearing names of well-known domestic manufacturers, 
with names of American cities, whether the name of the foreign 
country of origin appear thereon or not. All cases involving 


similar evasions of law shall be reported to the Department for 
instructions. 


Decisions as to Discriminating Duty. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a circular of the Treasury Departmeut of the United 
States with reference to the discriminating duty of 10 per cent. 
ad val., under section 22 of Act of July 24th, 1897. 

The circular states :— 

Questions arising under the provisions of section 22 of the Act 

of July 24th, 1897, relating to the imposition of a discriminating 

duty of 10 per cert. ad valorem in certain cases, having been 
submitted on appeal to the Board of General Appraisers, such 
board rendered a decision in the matter on the 27th January, 
1898, as follows: 


The Board of Classification of the United States General 
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Appraisers, being charged by law with the duty of examining and 
deciding all cases properly before it, acts judicially, and is not at 
liberty to affirm pro forma a decision ofa collector of customs in 
a doubtful case, and cast on the United States courts the sole 
responsibility of construing an ambiguous statute. It is nob 
only the right, but also the duty, of members of that board to 
decide all issues according to their sound judgment and discre- 
tion and the rules of legal construction as settled by the courts 

Section 22 of the Tariff Act of July 24th, 1897, providing for 
a discriminating duty on goods imported in vessels not of the 
United States, and not specially exempted from such duty by 
treaty or convention, is one of the numerous provisions of a 
similar character which have appeared in the legislation of the 
United States for more than a century. Although the para- 
mount purpose of such legislation was to foster American com- 
merce, yet an easy evasion of it was possible by first transportin: 
goods into Canada or Mexico, and thence by rail to the Uni 
States. Accordingly, Held that the discriminating duty imposed 
by said section 22 applies only to (1) goods produced in countries 
not contiguous to the United States, and directly imported iato 
the United States in vessels not of the United States, and not 
exempt from such duty by the provisions of section 4,228 of the 
Revised Statutes or by treaty; or (2) goods produced in non- 
contiguous countries and indirectly imported in foreign vessels 
(not exempted as aforesaid) by being first landed in Canada or 
Mexico, and then imported into the United States by rail for the 
purpose of evading such duty. 

Said section 22 omits from its provisions the words “or any 
act of Congress,” which had appeared in earlier enactments, but 
on the day the President approved said Tariff Act of 1897, he 
also approved an Act amending said section 4288, Revised 


Statutes. Accordingly, Held that section 4228 is not repealed by 


section 22, except to the extent of necessary repugnance, but is in 
the nature of a proviso to it. 

A circular letter issued to collectors by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, admitting British vessels and cargoes into American ports 
on the same terms as to duties and imposts as American vessels 
having been acquiesced in for nearly fifty years, must be regarded 
as tantamount to an executive proclamation under the provisions 
of oe 4298 of the Revised Statutes. 

ter quoting in extenso the opinion of the General i 
the circular as follows 

“The effect of this decision, in which the Department concurs 
taken in conjunction with the opinion of the Attorney-General 
is to relieve all merchandise coming from a contiguous foreior 
country from the exaction of discriminating duty, except such 
merchandise as comes via contiguous foreign territory, from a 
country the Government of which exacts a discriminating dut 
upon the vessels of the United States, or upon the produce Pree 
factures, or merchandise impcrted in the same from the "United 
States cz from any foreign counry Should any foreign mer. 
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Chandise become legally liable to the discriminating duty provided 
for by section 22, due notice will be given by this Department. 
The decision now rendered being opposed to the opinion given by 
the Solicitor-General, as contained in the circular of October 6, 
1897, No. 163, Customs’ officers will no longer be governed by 
the provisions of that circular. All entries liquidated in accord- 
ance with said circular will be reliquidated under this decision, 
and duties paid in excess as discriminating duties will be duly 
refunded.” 


Regulations concerning entru, etc., of Merchandise for Klondike 
and the North West, via Alaskan Ports. 


Detailed regulations governing the entry and transportation of 
merchandise destined for the Klondike region and North West 
Territory of British Columbia, vid the United States sub-ports of 
Juneau, Dyea, and Skagway, or other Customs ports in Alaska, 
have been issued by the United States Customs Authorities, and 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


BraZIL. 
Effect of the New Tariff in English Cotton Goods. 


A despatch dated 9th February last has been received at the- 
Foreign Office from Mr. E. Phipps, H.M. Minister at Rio de- 
Janeiro, reporting that it is stated there is some difficulty in 
judging how far British trade in soft goods will benefit by the- 
new Customs Tariff, but there is not much doubt that many 
_articles which could not be imported owing to the former very 
vague classifications will now come into the market. No doubt 
British manufacturers will obtain a portion of this trade, and this 
will especially be the case in “cotton fancy dress goods,” of 
which the new classification is such that vexatious questions are 
unlikely to arise as it merely becomes a calculation of weight 
per square metre. There is, moreover, a reduction on these 
tticles in the new tariff, and it is stated that the trade in this 
class will considerably increase.* The reduction in staple articles 
such as “ shirtings,” “cotton drills,” etc., is about 10 per cent. and 
although this reduction is hardly sufficient to allow a margin for 
profit in competing against the native mills the move is nevertheless 
in the right direction. Were exchange to improve, say 2d. or 3d., 
the national production would be unable to compete with foreign 
goods. Were exchange to go to 12d., it is probable that very few 
native mills would be able to keep open, as imported goods could 
then be sold much under the price of production in Brazil, which 


A translation of this section of the new tariff dealing with cotton yarrs and 
manufactures was published in the “ Board of Trade Jourral” for last month, 
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would, probably involve a new cry in favour of protection an? a 
fresh disturbance of the conditions of the import tariff. 

A reduction has been made in the duties on Hessians, an article 
very largely used for coffee sacks. But even so, at present rates 
of exchange, it is quite impossible for the importer to compete 
‘with the native production, although the duties on jute yarn have 
been increased from twenty reis (about 4d.) to a hundred reis per 
kilo. So little have the native producers been able to satisfy the 
demand for “Hessian” sacking that recently a large number of 
cotton sacks were bought in the State of Sio Paulo for the coffee 
shipments. 

In wool, and wool and cotton goods, the duties have been 
much reduced, but in the Brazilian market it is said that Germany 
holds the lead and can undersell Yorkshire in almost every 
article. A proof of this is afforded by the fact that a large pro- 
portion of dress material sold in the English shops is of German 
manufacture. 

Already several complaints have been made as to classifications 
in the newly published tariff, but the most serious do not, it is 
said, apply to articles referred to above, but mainly to those under 
Article 474, viz., cotton figured goods. 


Urvuauay. 
Suspension of Additional Duty of 2} per cent. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
despatch from H.M. Minister at Monte Video reporting that the 
additional duty of 2} per cent. on all imports imposed in January 
1896 for a period of two years by the Government of Uruguay, is 
no longer being collected by the Customs Authorities. There 
has, however, been no formal Decree abolishing this additional 
duty. 


CHILE. 
New Customs Tariff. 


With reference to the note on p. 201 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for February, 1898, the new Customs tariff which came 
into force on January 1st last, may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., between the hours of 11 and 5. 

According toa telegram received at the Foreign Office from 
H. M. Chargé d’Affaires at Santiago, this tariff will be superseded 
by a new tariff of values which the President is authorised. to 
frame. 


Free Admission of Cotton Yarns and Cotton Textile Machinery. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs a despatch from H. M. Minister at 
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Santiago, enclosing copy and translation of a Decree issued by the 
Chilian Government, in virtue of which cotton yarns and 
machinery which manufacturers of cotton textiles may introduce 
into Chile for the service and use of the textile industry, may be 
admitted into that country free of import duty until the year 1920. 


Custom House Regulations. 


The Foreign Office have received from H.M. Consul-General at 
Valparaiso the following translation of a law passed by the 
Chikian Congress. 

Art. 1. The expenses of discharge, despatch, examination and 
moving of packages entering the Custom Houses of the Republic 
in which this service is performed shall be for account of importers. 

Art. 2. The President of the Republic is empowered to draw 
up within the term of one month the charges to be recovered in 
1898 in the Custom Houses for the services mentioned in the 
preceding article. 

Art. 3. He is also empowered to expend in the year 1898 up 
to the sum of 500,000 dollars in attending to the services referred 
to in this article. 

Transitory Article.—Goods actually deposited in Valparaiso 
Custom House, the discharge of which has been paid by their 
owners, shallpay for despatch the half of the tariff appointed by the 
President of the Republic in conformity with the provisions of 
Article 2. 


PERU. 
Tarif, Modifuation. 

_ A despatch dated 29th January has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Lima, stating that 
the duty on sulphurate of sodium has been reduced to 10 cents. 
per 10 kilogs, Under this decree empties or packing cloth in 


quantities equal to those used for the exportation of mineral and 
agricultural products will be allowed to be imported free of duty. 


Eruiopia (ABYSSINIA). 
Most favoured Nation Treatment. 


By the Treaty between Great Britain and Ethiopia, ratified 28th 
July last, and published as a Parliamentary paper (Treaty Series 
No. 2), His Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia, on the one hand, 
accords to Great Britain and her colonies, in respect of import 
duties vnd local taxation, every advantage which he may accord to 
the subjects of other nations. 

On the other hand, all material destined exclusively for the ser- 
vice of the Ethiopian State shall, on application from His Majesty 
the Emperor, be allowed to pass through the port of Zeyla into 
Ethiopia free of duty. 


i 
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i By Article III of the same treaty, the caravan route between 
i Zeyla and Harrar by way of Gildessa shall remain open throughout 
i its whole extent to the commerce of both nations. 


BritisH INDIA. 
Tariff Decisions. 

According to a custom’s circular issued by the India Office, a 
fuel economiser may reasonably be treated as a component part of 
a boiler, and be admitted free of duty. 

Under the law as now expressed in the tariff schedules, lever- 
boxes are liable to duty at the rate of 5 per cent., but as lever- 
boxes form part of the fittings of a pair of switches, they should, 
a | in the opinion of the Government of India, be taxed at 1 per cent. 
under No. 15 of Schedule IV, as in the case of rails, chairs, 
fishplates and dogspikes, with which they may be classed for the 
purpose of assessment to import duty. 


St. VINCENT. 


j Additional Customs Duty. 

_ According to a Customs Duties Ordinance of December 16th 

: 1897, of the Legislative Council of the Island of St. Vincent, a 

further duty of one-tenth of the duties and rates set forth in the 
table and schedule of the Ordinance of 1895 will be levied on 
goods imported into the island during the year 1898. 


LaGos. 


Tariff Modifications. 
According to an Ordinance dated 7th January 1898 a copy of 
which has been received at the Board of Trade trom the Colonial 
Office, the following duties have been imposed on Wines, Spirits, 
Gunpowder and Guns imported into the Colony of Lagos :— 
On Wines,Spirits, Liqueurs,and Cordials £ os. d. 
of every sort and kind, for each Imperial 0 2 0 
Gallon or part thereof. 
Such Spirits not exceeding the strength 
of proof by Sykes Hydrometer and so 
in proportion for any greater strength. 
On Gunpowder, for every pound or part thereof 
On Guns, each ... oe 


oo 


TASMANIA. 


Navigation of the River Huon. 
{ The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
copy of a notice of the Marine Board of Tasmania respecting 
| navigation of the Huon River, as follows :— 
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1. In this By-law “steam-vessel” means any vessel pro- 

lled otherwise than by sails or oars, 

2. No steam-vessel, while being propelled otherwise than by 
sails or oars, shall be allowed to pass through or use the channel 
known as the Canal, through Egg Island, in the River Huon. 

3. The master or owner of any steam-vessel passing through 

or using the said channel, contrary to the provisions of this 
By-law, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds. 


XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


AMERICAN AND GERMAN COMPETITION IN Russia, 


The Foreign Office have received, through H.M. Ambassador in 
Berlin, a memorandum containing summary of an article published 
in the German trade journal “ Export,” on the competition of 
American goods with German, especially in the Russian trade. 

Several reports, emanating from the Chambers of Commerce in 
1897, emphatically point out the importance of the competition of 
foreign countries, and especially of the United States, which the 
products of the German iron and steel industries have to meet in 
foreign markets. This view is now confirmed by the official 
statistics of exports. The exportation to Russia, which increased 
rapidly on the conclusion of the Russo-German treaty, shows for 
1897 a considerable retrogression in a number of articles. Whereas, 
during 1894 the iron and steel exports, as also those of iron and 
steel wares, machines, and vehicles amounted in value to 2,150,000/. 
only, they had risen in 1895 to 3,000,000, and in 1896 to 
3,850,0002. But, during 1897, they fell to about 3,500,000. The: 
loss is chiefly in locomotives and in machinery. In 1896, Germany 
delivered 450,000/. worth of engines to Russia ; in 1897, the value. 
had fallen to 300,0007. This loss, for its greater part, is to be. 
accounted for by the keener competition of America, which country, 
since 1896, has greatly increased its exportation of locomotives, 
and especially to Russian markets. 

At the time of the coronation, when 60 new engines were 
required, Russia first turned to England. but eventually bought 
them in America. Again, a short time ago, when 200 engines (the 
American papers say 400), were required by Russia for the Siberian 
Railway, the order was given to American firms, on account of 
lower tenders than those made by either English or German 
makers. It was thought that, on account of the reduced capacity 
of English firms, consequent on the strike of the engineers, German 
firms would have secured the order, but it was not so. 

The production of iron in America has developed to a quite 
unexpected extent, which enables the prices to be put down extra- 
ordinarily low, and it is pointed out that still greater expansion 
_ will take place. It is a fact that American iron and steel products 
are now placed on Russian as also on other markets at a price 
with which neither English nor German industries can compete. 


_ 
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Tue DutcH MERCANTILE MARINE. 


_ A despatch, dated 4th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr, H. Howard, H.M. Minister at the Hague, 
transmitting extract from the “Staats Courant,” containing two 
statements, the one comparing the number of vessels in the Dutch 
merchant fleet for the years 1896 and 1897 ending December 31st, 
the second giving statistics with reference to the ships built at 
‘home and abroad for the same periods. 

In accordance with the first statement, it appears that on the 
‘31st December, 1896, there were 612 steamers and sailing vessels, 
with a registered tonnage of 293,498 tons, of which, from statistics 
published in 1897, 65 were lost. On the 31st December, 1897, 
there were 612 vessels of both classes, with a registered tonnage 
of 295,828 tons, so that the number of vessels remained stationary, 
while there was an increase in the rate of tonnage of only 2,330 
tons. 

According to the second statement it appears that in regard 
to the steamships and sailing vessels which were registered 
for the first time in 1897, 43 were built at home as against 68 
in 1896, and 22 in 1897 were built abroad as against 17 in 
1896, thus showing a decrease of 20 in the number of ships built 
for the use of the Dutch merchant fleet in the two successive 
years. 


British STEAMSHIP SERVICE WITH DvTCH GUIANA. 


‘ A communication, dated 29th January last has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Paramaribo, stating that 
the Royal Mail Steam Packet Uompany have decided to include 
Paramaribo in their itinerary, beginning with their sailing from 
London on. March 28rd. 

' It is hoped that thereby, too, Canadian goods from 
Barbados and British Guiana will be able to compete with 
imports into Dutch Guiana from the United States. 


COMPETITION OF BRITISH AND GERMAN COAL. 


The Foreign Office have received through H. M. Ambassador in 
Berlin a memorandum on the future competition of British coal 
with German coal and the yield of the Prussian coal mines in 
1897, as follows :— 

The “ Reichsanzeiger,” of the 15th February publishes the 
official returns of the coal and lignite mines of Prussia which 
shows very great development in all directions. The total output 
of coals during 1897 was 84,247,139 tons, or 5,260,482 more than 
in 1896 ; the sale in the former year was 82,086,486, or 5,324,815 
tons more than in the latter; the number of workmen had 
increased by 18,578 up to a present total of 301,549. The total 
out-put of lignite in 1897 was 24,131,464, or 2,104,663 tons more 
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than in 1896; the sale in the former year was 19,622,098 tons, or 
1,865,455 more than in the latter; the number of workmen had 
increased by 1,105 up to a present total of 31,881. 

In connection with coal mines and assistance given to foreign 
competition by the low freights on some German canals, a debate 
took place in the Reichstag on the 11th February, in which it was 
urged by Count Kanitz that the Silesian coal industry would suffer 
undue competition.from the importation of English coals at the 
proposed low rates of the Dortmund-Ems-Canal when opened. 
He urged on the Government that due attention should be paid to 
this fact in the negotiations with Great Britain for a new. com- 
mercial treaty. 

Herr Thielen, Minister of Public Works, replied that the output 
of coalin Silesia had increased much more than in the Rhur dis- 
trict on the Rhine; for the former the improvement was 8 per 
cent., but for the latter only 5°8 per cent. He said that the 
preferential rates asked for, in order for Silesian coals to be better 
able to compete by rail with the Rhur district, could not be granted, 
as similar reductions would have to be granted to the Rhine coal 
mines which would leave the question in the same position as 
before ; only that the State would lose a large revenue. He was 
not in a position to say if railway-tariff conditions would form 
any part of future commercial] treaties. 


PREFERENTIAL RATES ON Prussian STATE RAILWAYS. 


A Report drawn up by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. 
Embassy in Berlin on the Prussian State Railways, has been 
received at the Foreign Office. 

The following examples of the development of traffic in certain 
goods, to which the more important preferential rates have been 
granted in late years, are thus given in the report :— 

1. For goods exported and subjected to the competition of other 
countries, From German stations to Levant ports and to stations 
of “oriental” and Bulgarian railways, via Hamburg, by Levant 
Steamship Company. For piece-goods, average reduction, 48 per 
cent., for wagon loads from 57 to 23 per cent., according to distance 
and class. Introduced 15th June, 1890. 

Before these rates started there was no traffic at all. In 
1892-93, 12,721 tons were sent at a cost of 8,550. 6s.; in 1696-97, 
10,262 tons went for, 5,9331. 13s. 

2. For goods exported and subjected to the competition of other 
countries. From German stations to East African ports, and té 
the Transvaal, via Hamburg, to increase exports of German indus- 
tries. Introduced 1st May, 1895. 

_ Before these rates were introduced there was no traffic at all. 
In 1895-96, 3,589 tons were sent at a cost of 1,555. 1s.; in 
1896-97, 4,959 tons went for 2,8691. 7s. ; 
~ 8. (a) For iron ores, &c., to blast furnaces. Introduced 
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1 May, 1893. 2,519,589 tons in 1893-94; 3,623,734 tons in 
‘1896-97. 

(8) For coke to blast furnaces. Intreduced 1st May, 1893, 
2,363,303 tons in 1893-4; 3,573,585 tons in 1896-97. 

6. Iron and steel of special tariffs I. and IJ. Introduced 
1st November, 1893, from all German iron industrial districts to 
the ports of Baltic and North Sea, and to stations on the coast. 
390,446 tons in 1894-95, 426,209 tons in 1895-96, and 532,435 
tons in 1896-97. 

7. Iron for shipbuilding. From German iron industrial districts 
to ports on Baltic and North Sea. Introduced 1st November, 1895. 
In period, 1st November, 1894, to 31st October, 1895, 14,490 tons 
carried before this rate began. Then in 1896-97, 48,892 tons for 
23,3541. 

8. Coals. From Silesia to Stettin aud Swinemunde and 
dependent stations. Introduced 1st March, 1896. In period, 
1st April, 1895, to 29th February, 1896, 510,382 tons carried 

before this rate began. Then in 1896-97, 558,344 tons for 
257,0087. 11s. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series. No. 444.) 


SHIPBUILDING IN Prussia. 

A despatch dated 16th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, transmitting a memorandum on Shipbuilding in Prussia 
in 1882 and 1895, founded on the results of the census for 
the industries of the two years respectively. 

Between the two years mentioned an immense development has 
taken place, and Germany now possesses the largest steamers in 
the world built in German yards. In the former year there were 
705 chief works, with 13,161 workmen ; in the latter there were 
728, with 25,348 workers, or an increase of 92°5 per cent. The 
smaller works, where river ships are constructed, have decreased 
in number ; but the larger ones, which construct large steamers 
and men-of-war, have immensely increased. In 1882 there were 
5 werks, with from 200 to 1,000 workpeople ; in 1895 there were 
10, and the total number of employees had risen from 2,566 to 
4,350. Of works with over 1,000 men there were in 1882 3, in 
1895-6 ; and the total of persons employed had gone up from 
6,179 to 15,794. These last-mentioned 6 large works now employ 
each an average of 2,632 men, as compared with 2,060 thirteen 
years ago. The development is far the greatest in the large yards. 

In 1882 there was no record kept of horse-power employed ; 
but, in 1895, 5,197 horse-power was made use of in motors of 
various kinds. In the whole German Empire only 1,121 mechanical 
horse-power was used; but, in 1825, 8,556 was employed in the 
shipbuilding industry alone. 

These figures prove the great progress made. In the course of 
a quarter of a century German shipbuilding has reached a very 
high level, and has attained results never yet acquired in so short 
a time by any other country. , 
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EXPERIMENTS WITH Railway SLEEPERS IN GERMANY. 


A despatch dated 25th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting 
memorandum on experiments with railway sleepers in Germany 
as follows 

A short report has lately been made to the Budget Committee 
of the House of Deputies on the experiments that have been made 
to render wooden sleepers durable by impregnation with some 
protecting fluid. Up to lately, at the Northeim 1nd Leinhausen 
dipping workshops, they had only been steeped in zinc chloride 
(“ zinkchlorid”’). The process, employed exclusively for many 
years, had proved unsatisfactory ; and the oak and beech sleepers 
are now to be dipped in tar-oil (“‘ Theerol”) and the pinewod ones 
ina mixture of chloride of zinc and tar-oil. For this purpose new 
workshops are to ve set up so that large quantities of them can be 
prepared. 

With regard to the employment of beechwood sleepers, the 
favourable results reported on the French railways and on the 
State railways in Alsace-Lorraine have not shown themselves on 
the Prussian State railways on which they have now been tried 
for some time. The experiments with them will, however, be 
continued on account of economy, for the price of oak sleepers is 
always increasing. 


FRENCH versus ENGLISH BUNKER COAL AT ROUEN. 


In a report to the Foreign Office by H.M. Consul at Rouen, it 
is stated that, upon one side, where a few years ago British coal 
had ro rival, French coal is now running it hard, and seems likely 
‘to displace it. For ‘bunker coals,” that is for ships recoaling at 
Rouen, British coal was until lately invariably used, but now 
French is at times taking its place. When it is remembered that 
the French railway companies are carrying coals from the northern 
collieries to the quays at Rouen at a reduction of 40 per cent. even 
upon the low rate of 6 fr. per ton fixed by Tariff 107 of 1895 (on 
the ground that coal delivered into a ship’s bunkers is an export), 
it will be seen how impossible it is for British coal to compete 
with it. The following figures will explain this more clearly :— 


Per Ton. 


c 
French coal at pit’s mouth, say - - - - 
cae to Rouen, at reduction of 40 % on 6 fr. per ton - 3 60 
Tranefer from waggons to bunkers, say eS 80 


Placed in ship's bunkersab - - 16 40 
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The Consul says further: “As British coal cannot be placed 
in the bunkers at less than from 19 to 20 fr. per ton, it clearly 
follows that we must be prepared to see French coal more gene- 
rally used, if not wholly replacing it, for bunker purposes. 
But looked at from another point of view we see that it is only 
the old story of the artificial development of the output of a 
national product for the ultimate benefit of the foreigner. And 
as we do not grumble when we buy French sugar in London at 
less than half the price it is sold in France, we shall not, I think, 
complain if the French railway companies carry coal at a loss (and 
it is certain they are doing this) from the French collieries and 
place it alongside a British ship moored to the quay at Rouen at 
such a rate that the working expenses of a British steamer are 
lessened thereby, and she is better equipped to compete with her 
foreign rivals. I do not think this cheaper coal supply is suffi- 
ciently well-known to British shipowners, and I commend it to 
their consideration. I find many French ships take advantage of 
it, but very few English.” (Foreign Ofice, Annual Series, 2027.) 


THE RovEN COMMERCIAL MUSEUM. 


H.M. Consul at Rouen in a recent Report to the Fore'gn 
Office, states that it may interest some to know that an institution 
of this kind was established in Rouen last year. A somewhat 
musty and neglected collection of tissues, &c., has been hidden 
away for some years past in the “‘ Hotel des Sociétés Sevantes ” ; 
but last year it was renovated and enlarged, re-installed, and 
created practically anew. Two fair-sized halls now contain :—(1) 
samples of the chief textiles, and a few other of the principal 
manufactures of the district; (2) samples of the tissues which find 
a sale in French colonies whether of French, foreign, or native 
manufacture (most of these are British); (3) raw materials, the 
production of French colonies; and (4) a few cases of foreign 
textiles that compete with the industries of the district. All 
these samples are carefully sorted and arranged in glass cases, in 
each of which is placed a card stating the place where 
they were manufactured and are sold, and the price (presumably 
at the time each collection was made) either at the place of pro- 
duction, or in the country to which the case is set apart. 

Two glass cases are devoted to British textiles that find a 
“ready sale in Belgium, and compete with Belgian and French 
industries. They contain nearly 3,000 small samples of cottons, 
linens, muslins, cretonnes, &c., manufactured in Great Britain, 
and in these cases the prices given are those at which they were 
to be purchased, when collected, in England. This collection of 
British textiles was made some little time ago by the French 
Chamber of Commerce at Charleroi in Belgium, and the object of 
its exhibition in France is to show French manufacturers the 
British goods of this class that find a ready sale in Belgium, and 
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which might, in the view of that Chamber, be successfully made 
in, and exported from France. 

Of French textile fabrics there are 295,000 samples contributed 
by 21 firms, and they go back to the anti-revolutionary period, 
beginning about 1760. There is also a marvellous collection of 
handkerchiefs referring to the forties and fifties of this century 
when it was the fashion to print upon those articles great historic 
events. From this collection one may really gain a very fair 
pictorial history of the country. A monthly bulletin is published 
by the museum, and its reading tables are well furnished with 
those of other commercial and industrial societies in French cities, 
and with some foreign periodicals dealing with industrial matters. 
(Foreign Office, Annual S eries, 2027.) 


SUGGESTIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF BRITISH TRADE IN ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Milan in a report to the Foreign Office received 
on February 22 last, states that he frequently receives enquiries 
from manufacturers in the United Kingdom, often accompanied by 
samples or catalogues, as to the possibilities of doing business in 
Milan, with a request that he should indicate to them firms of 
undoubted standing with whom they can put themselves in 
communication. 

In the majority of cases efforts to promote British interests by 
showing samples sent have been met by the reply that the articles 
in question are chiefly dealt in by Swiss or German commission 
agents established in the city, who are obviously interested in 
discouraging any competition with the manufacturers of their owp 
nationality, whom they represent. 

_ The Consul states that it would appear to be extraordinary that 
while there are hundreds of German and Swiss commission agente 

in Milan—and their number is constantly increasing—there should 
not be, to the best of his knowledge, a single British firm of 
general commission agents in the whole of his district. 

Surely, if the subjects of other countries find it to their advantage 
to establish themselves in Italy, there should be room and advantage 
for British subjects to do likewise. 

Milan is not only the capital of Lombardy, which, with a 
population of more than 4,000,000, is the richest district in the 
kingdom, but it has also become, owing to its industrial and 
commercial pre-eminence, and to the concentration of railway 
communication with foreign countries, the great distributing centre 
for at least all North and Central Italy, so that houses established 
there enjoy, as a field for their operations, nearly the whole of the 
Peninsula. 

‘It is true that Italy has made of late years great industrial 
progress, but this very fact: has increased the demand for a variety 
‘of objects connected with the different processes of manufacturing, 
which great Britain should be able to supply at least as well and 
‘as cheaply as any other country. 


336 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR RETOKTS. [March 1££8, 


' Add to this the fact that British goods still enjoy in Italy 
their old prestige, and that a dealer will always, whenever he can, 
assure his customers, as an inducement to them to buy, that such 
and such articles are of British manufacture, and it will be 
admitted that every means should be taken to develop British 
trade with a country whose population of over 30,000,000 is 
so favourably disposed. 

The Consul continues as follows :—‘“I will ask whether it 
might not be worth while to try the experiment of establishing 
one or more commercial agencies in this, the commercial and 
industrial capital of Italy. No appreciable amount of money 
would be required for carrying out such a scheme, and, con- 
sequently, little pecuniary risk would be incurred. 

“All that is necessary is that the individuals at the bead of 
such agencies should inspire full confidence in the manufacturers 
whom they would represent, that they should possess a good 
knowledge of the Italian language, and that they should be 
thoroughly acquainted with the nature of the wares with the sale 
of which they would be entrusted. Perseverance, intelligence, 
and activity would do the rest. 

“Nor would it be necessary that such agencies should confine 
their operations to the sale of British products. Italy produces 
many articles which can be advantageously imported into the 
United Kingdom or the colonies without competing with our 
own manufacturers, and a seller, who is also an important 
purchaser, has many facilities for pushing the sale of his own 

8. 

“Some large British manufacturers—especially those engaged 
in the making of machinery or bicycles—have already representa- 
tives in Italy, but numberless other articles, in which Great 
Britain ought to be able to compete successfully, are now almost, 
if not entirely, excluded from the Italian markets owing to the 

sence on the spot of foreign rivals.”—(Foreign Office, Miscel- 

neous Series, No. 449.) 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPANISH BOARD FOR THE CONSIDERATION 
OF COMMERCIAL QUESTIONS. 


A despatch, dated 2nd February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, enclosing 
eopy of a Royal Decree creating a Board for the consideration of 
Commercial Questions (Junta de Aranceles y Valoraciones), 

The duties of the new board have since 1895 been carried out 
by a committee called the “Consejo de Aduanas y Aranceles,” 
and consisted of, amongst others, the study of tariffs, official 
valuations, international trade questions, and Custom House 
claims. 

These numerous duties appear to have been more than the 
committee were capable of performing, under its former organiza- 
tion. The newly-formed board, under the presidency of the 
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Minister of Finance, and composed of fifty persons, has been 
formed with the idea of more fully and promptly carrying them 
out. 

The Articles of the Decree were as follows :— 

Art. 1. That the Council for the Customs and Tariffs 
(“ Consejo de Aduanas y Aranceles’’) organized by Royal Decree 
of 16th August, 1895, be suppressed, and that in its place shall 
be formed a board that shall be called the Board for Tariffs and 
Valuations (“Junta de Aranceles y Valoraciones”). 

Art. 2. This board shall be composed of the following persons : 
—The Minister of Finance, honorary President, a president and 
vice-president to be named by the committee, an official com- 
mittee of ten, a general committee of forty persons, and a 
secretary. 

Art. 3. The official committee shall consist of :—The Under 
Secretary of Finance, the Director-General of Customs, the 
Directors -General of the Carabineers, of Agriculture, of the 
Geographical Institute, of Finance (Colonial Office), the President 
of the Chamber of Commerce, &c. 

The duties of the board will be as follows :-— 

To fix the official valuations of merchandise in export and 
import of the previous year and publish lists of these valuations ; 

To advise the Minister of Finance on any tariff reform ; 

To report to the Government on any commercial treaties, &c. ; 

To advise the Minister of Finance on any claims, &c. ; 

To bring before the Minister of Finance any proposals they 
may think proper, Xc. 


New HUNGARIAN SHIPPING COMPANY. 


A despatch dated 27th February last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Beanclerk, H. M. Consul-General at 
Buda-Pesth, reporting that a new enterprise has been started 
there under the title of the Hungarian-Levant Steamship Uom- 
pany, Limited, with a capital of gulden 800,000 and debentures 
of guiden 500, ‘000 gold. 

The capital is supplied to a great extent by English business 


men. 

The object of this company is to undertake general navigation, 
and a contract has been made by the Government to run steamers 
between Galatz and Constantinople, calling at the intermediate 
aT of Constanza, Varna, and Burgas, three times per month to 
and fro. 

The Government have fixed the rate of freight at four francs 
_ ton to Black Sea ports from Galatz, and five francs per ton to 

onstantinople. 

The object of the Government is to introduce direct rates from 
the stations of the Hungarian State Railways to the Eastern 
ports ; thus including in one rate the railway charges, those of the 
vessels plying on the Danube, and the 3ea charges, and thus to 
pane the export of Hungarian products to the East. 
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. The Government. supports the Company for the said service 
with a yearly subvention of 90,000 gulden (7,500/), out of which, 
however, the Hungarian Company has to pay 30,000 gulden 
(2,50027) per annum to the Austrian Lloyd for the transport of 
Hungarian goods on their Thessalian line from Constantinople to 
the Pireus, and on their Syrian line from Constantinople to 
Samos. 

| The ships of the new company will commence running during 
March, and it is expected that the cheap direct rates will prove 
beneficial to the Hungarian export trade; and, if successful, the 
company may extend its operations in other directions. 

At present the line is bound to consist of three ships of a total 
of 9,000 tons, and the company possesses four vessels of about 
15,000 tons burden altogether. 

- The head offices are in Buda Pesth. The steamers have been 
bought in England, and of course now carry the Hungarian flag, 
They are principally officered by Hungarians. 


Rartway ConstTRUCTION IN ROUMANIA. 


' A despatch, dated the 26th January last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office, from H.M. Legation at Bucharest, 
stating that a convention was signed at Bucharest between 
the Roumanian and Servian Governments on the 18th January 
last, for the construction of a railway bridge over the Danube, 
between Turn Severin and Cladovo. 
This Convention has now been submitted to the Roumanian 
Chambers, and there is every probability of its being approved. 
The question of the junction of the railway systems of the 
two countries first took a concrete form during the visit of the 
King of Servia to Bucharest last winter, and the negotiations then 
commenced have resulted in the present convention. 
'.. In the “‘ Exposé des Motifs” when the Convention was sub- 
mitted to the Chambers it was pointed out that the Servian 
Government has passed a law for the construction of a railway 
from Nisch via Cuiaijevatz and Zaicear Negotin to the Danube, 
-at Turn Severin, and that this railway will, when the new 
bridge is built, give to Roumania two fresh means of access to the 
sea—the one immediately, by the Nisch-Usenp line to Salonica, 
and the other, later on, wa Nisch-Procuplia-Prizrend to the 
Adriatic at San Giovanni di Medua, a new line concerning the 
construction of which negotiations are now going on between the 
Servian and Ottoman Governments. ; 
The hope is also expressed that the Roumanian Railways will 
-be largely used for the through transit of goods from Servia to 
Constantza on the Black Sea, and also between Servia and Russia 
via Ungheni. 
. The expenses of the construction and maintenance of the new 
bridge are to be borne equally by both countries, but the 
, Roumanian Government is charged with the preparation of the 
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plans (which are to be completed by September, 1899), and its 
actual construction. 

The newly-projected bridge would appear to be of much greater 
advantage to Servia than to Roumania, but it wili undoubtedly: 
develop the direct commerce between the two countries—the 
present value of which is said not to exceed 40,0007. per annum, 
and ty is hoped that both will benefit largely from this important 
work. 

It is difficult to form an opinion as to whether the Danube’ 
bridge will have any direct effect upon the British trade, but, 
should the projected line between Nisch and the Adriatic be 
constructed, the railway line from San Giovanni di Medua to Turn 
Severin, and also to Temisvar, a large trade centre in Hungary, 
eo - much shorter than the existing lines from those places 
to the Sea. 


PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF SUGAR IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


_ A despatch, dated 21st January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Washington, enclosing’ 
copy of a statement submitted by the United States Secretary of 
Agriculture on the Production and Consumption of Sugar in that. 
country: According to this statement, the average amount 
of sugar imported into the United States annually from 1890 to 
1897 inclusive, was 1,830,482 tons of 2,240 lbs. each, valued at: 
101,575.293 dols. ‘The importation during the fiscal year ending’ 
30th June, 1897, was 443,323 tons more than the average of the four 
preceding years, which was 1,752,617 tons, owing to the desire of’ 
importers to anticipate the effect of the Tariff Act pending in 
' Congress during the last months of that year. 

The average importation of sugar from the Hawaiian Islands 
from 1893 to 1897 inclusive, was 149,456 tons, valued at 
9,973,924 dols. The importation for the fiscal year of 1897 was 
192,508 tons, being 43,052 tons above the average of the preceding. 
four years. During 1897 the Hawaiian sugar was 9°1 per cent. of 
the amount consumed in the United States. From 1893 to 1897 it! 
was 7°1 per cent. of the consumption. 

The beet sugar consumed in the United States in 1896 was’ 
18 per cent., in 1897 it was 37 per cent. of the total consumption. ' 
The disturbed condition of Cuba doubtless caased much of this: 
marked increase, but the beet sugars from countries in Continental 
Europe are those from which the United States may expect the 
most active competition. The production of beet sugar in the 
United States in 1897 was 41,347 tons of 2,240 lbs. each; of 
cane sugar, 287,007 tons; of maple sugar, 5,000 tons; and of, 
sorghum sugar, 300 tons. . 

The total domestic product was 835,656 tons. re 

The total refined product of imported sugar was 1,760,607 tons,, 
making the total annual consumption 2,096,263 tons. ey 

From the foregoing it appears that 84 per cent. of the sugar 
consumed in the United States was imported. 
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New PETROLEUM WELLS IN TEXAS. 


A report cated 28th January last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Galveston, stating that a 
company has been organised for the purpose of working and 
putting upon the market the oil recently discovered at Sour Lake, 
Texas. 
The wells are already producing freely, what is said to be a fine 
quality of lubricating oil, and a Refinery is about to be built. 
It is stated that the Sour Lake fields give every indication of 
1 being remarkably fine. They are situated near the sea coast, like 
the oil wells of Russia, and like these latter, the oil comes from a 
bed of sand, and not from rock, like the Pennsylvain oil. 
The oil is caid to be heavier than any fonnd in America, and 
refines with but little waste. 


EGypTIAN CoTToN IN TEXAS. 


A Report has been received at the Foreign Offices trom H.M. 
Consul at Galveston, U.S.A., enclosing extract from the - Galves- 
ton News,” of February 2 last, which states that an otticial rolling 
test, conducted under the direction of the Office of Fibre Investiga- 
tion of the Department of Agriculture at Cuero, Texas, upon 
Texas-grown Egyptian cotton, has just been concluded, with the 
most successful and gratifying results. For several years agricul- 
tural experiments have been carried on in Texas with the Egyp- 
tian seed distributed by the department, with « view to the pro- 
duction in America of Egyptian cotton. A serious obstacle to 
success has been the need of a proper gin to separate the seed from 
the lint, the old gin injuring the cotton to a ruinous degree, but 
this has been overcome by a special form of gin. The engineer 
expert states that cotton produced from the Egyptian seed planted 

\ in Texas is stronger than the native Egyptian, as indicated by the 
‘yield. The ginning consumed about 76 pounds an hour on an 
experiment. The manufacturers of the gin claimed only 50 
pounds per hour. The lint from this experiment will be examined 
and reported on. The yield already amounts to about £1,400,000 
annually. With the giuning question settled, those who are 
interested in the growth of Egyptian cotton in Texas claim that 
production in America is assured. 


BRITISH AND GERMAN CoTTON TEXTILES IN CHILE. 


The total value of the imports of cotton textiles into Chile in 
the year 1896 was 1,346,334/., or 60,6197. less than in 1895. 
Of the total amount Great Britain contributed 975,396/., or 
88,1507. less than in 1895, and Germany comes next with 
295,126/., or 11,702/. less than in 1895; the proportions of the 
trade obtained by the two countries being respectively 72°44 and 
21°92 per cent. The proportions assigned to the other countries 
are:—United States, 322 per cent.; France, 2°32 per cent. : 
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Belgium 0°04 per cent.; and Italy, 0:03 per cent.; but both 
France and the United States more than doubled their trade of 
the previous year. Where great Britain chiefly lost ground was 
in grey drills, white shirtings, cotton prints, domestics aud 
Osnaburgs, and it is to be noted that the United States increased 
their trade in every one of these articles. The competition from 
that quarter, however, is not alarmingly serious, as may be seen 
from the small proportion of the total trade obtained by 
the United States. The article in which their competition 
is chiefly felt is in yrey drills. In 1895 the values of the 
shipments of this article from Great Britain and the United 
States were respectively 50,0197. and 11,734/.; while in 1896 the 
corresponding figures were 30,168/. from Great Britain and 15,2601. 
from the United States. As regards Germany, there is no doubt 
that she is making progress in this branch of trade at the expense 
of Great Britain, but the fact cannot be considered surprising in 
view of the very large proportion of the trade in British hands. 
The Germans and German firms in Chile are more numerous than 
the British, and, notwithstanding this fact,the United Kingdom has 
still nearly three-quarters of the whole cotton textile trade. The 
Consul continues as follows:—‘In no branch of it can 
they be said to be driving us from the field, and in one or 
two instances, e.g., cotton drills and cotton handkerchiefs, we have 
made very distinct advance at their expense. In the class of goods 
in which the British experienced a diminution of trade in 1896, 
such as white shirtings, cotton priuts, and domestics, the decrease 
in the German trade was far greater in proportion. In sewing 
cotton they can make no headway against us, and the business is 
tending to become a British monopoly.” —(Foreign Office Reports, 
Annual Series, 2,025.) 


THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ANTIOQUIA RAILROAD. 


The Foreign Office have received a telegram from H.M. Minister 
at Bogota, dated 11 February last, stating that it is reported 
that the Departmental Government have borrowed 500,000 dols. 
from a native of Colombia, to be used for the continuation of 
the construction of the Antioquia railroad. The loan is to be 
received in 36 monthly instalments: the Government granting 
in — free railway rates for the carriage of sea salt during 40 
months. 


THE NAVIGATION OF THE ORINOCO AND META RIVERS. 


A report dated 20th January last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the British Vice-Consul at Ciudad B olivar, 
giving the following information which was asked for by the 
Liv 1 Underwriters’ Association :— 

1. No map showing bodegas, tracks, &c., by which goods are 
forwarded via Orinoco and Meta Rivers to the interior of Colombia 
is available. 
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' 2. Goods for Colombia are brought from Trinidad to Ciudad 
Bolivar by the s. “Bolivar,” built at Wilmington (U.S.A.) in 
1880. Register tonnage 581, draught 9 feet, owned by “ Com- 
pania General Venezolana de Navegacidn.”’ At Ciudad Bolivar 
the goods are transhipped in either of the two following steamers 
which navigate thence up the rivers Crinoco and Meta, and vice- 
versa, Viz. :-— 
(a) 8. “ Boyaca,” Captain Alvaradd, 40 tons gross register, 
3 feet draught, owned by Kamon Real, Orocue: goes as 
far as Orocue on Meta River. 
(d) Libertado,” Captain A. Gomez, 126 tons register, 
34 feet draught, owned by José Bonnet, Bogota: goes 
as far as Puerto Canal on the river Humea, aftiuent of 
the Meta. 
Both these steamers were built by Messrs. Yarrow and 
Company, of Poplar, London, and are stern wheelers. 

4. It is stated there are no appliances for extinguishing fires 
in the warehouses ; these are situated near the riverside, and ‘are 
built of mud walls with galvanised-iron roofing. 

5. The responsibilities of carriers by mule, river, &c., are the 
same as all over the world, and the means of redress are the Law 
Courts of the respective countries. i 


SHIPPING REGULATIONS IN CHILIAN PORTS. 


A despatch, dated January 29th, 1898, has been received from 
Mr. J. E. Croker, H.M. Consul-General at Valparaiso, transmit- 
ting copy and translation of a new Act promulgated by the 
Chilian Government on the 25th January last, regarding bills of 
lading, manifests, and invoices of goods arriving in vessels at the 
ports of Chili as follows :— 

Art. 1. Bills of lading of vessels arriving at ports of the 
Republic must be certified by Chilian consuls at the ports of 
departure. 

Art. 2. At the time of presenting detailed manifests in the 
Custom House, they must be accompanied by detailed invoices of 
the goods certified by the respective Chilian consuls, or in default 
by the consul of a friendly nation. 

The consul shall remit by first mail a copy of the certificated 
invoices to the Superintendent of Customs in Valparaiso. 

Art. 3. The omission of the consular certificates in any of the 
documents mentioned in the preceding articles shall be punished 
by a fine of three times the value of the tariff established by the 
Consular Law of March 4th, 1897, in its 20th article, and shall 
‘be recovered by the Custom House. 

Art. 4. This Act shall go into operation three months after 
promulgation for consulates in South America, and six months 
after for all others. . site 

The above Act was promulgated on January 25th, 1898. — 
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THE ProposeD RatLwaY FROM ANTANANARIVO TO THE 
Coast oF MADAGASCAR. 


A despatch dated 12th February last has been received at the — 


Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, reporting that on 
the 10th February last the Minister for the Colonies, Monsieur 
Lebon, explained to the Chamber the steps he hoped to take with 
regard to railway from Antananarivo to the East Coast. 

His Excellency said that, though quite alive to the urgent 
necessity of constructing this line, the Government were not pre- 
pared either to guarantee the interest on a railway loan, or to 
give to the future Company a money subvention. 

But His Excellency said that he is prepared to guarantee a 
minimum tonnage of transport during a certain limited period ; 
and he explained to an objector that this is by no means the same 
as guaranteeing a certain rate of interest, inasmuch as, if the Com- 
pany breaks down, the transport guarantee ipso facto ceases, 
whereas, in the case of a guaranteed interest, the obligation con- 
inues, even should the original Company fail, and be compelled to 


_hand over the undertaking to a successor, who, besides the charges 


and risks of working the undertaking, ought always to pay the 


interest on the capital originally subscribed. 


His Excellency further explained that, according to last year’s 
surveys, if was estimated that the cost of constructing the line 
would amount to between 150,000 and 160,000 francs (6,000/. 
and 6,500/.) a kilometre, which would entail a net capital to be 


expended on the works of 40-45 million francs (1,600,000. to 


i 


1.800,0002) 

Monsieur Lebon said that nothing was definitely settled as yet ; 
but the Antanarivo Railway was a matter which would continue 
to receive his constant and earnest attention. 


Tue Conco RalLway. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of an extract from the “ Etoile Belge,” of the 12th February 
last, in which it stated that, according to the agreement arrived 


‘at recently between the Congo State and the railway, a reduction 


of rates has been agreed to by the company for the transport of all 
material for the construction of new branch lines in the Upper 
Congo. Merchandise destined for the new territory opened up by 
the new lines will also be transported at a considerably reduced 
rate. ' 

By the same agreement the Congo State undertakes to forego 


its right to the re-purchase of the concession of the railway until 


1st July, 1909. : 
The railway company also grants. the State 10 per cent. of its 


profits after the claims of interest and amortisation of its capital 
are satisfied. 
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TRADE OF TRIPOLI. 


A Report dated 3lst January last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Tunis, enclosing 
extract from the “‘ Depéche Tunisienne,” containing details as to 
the trade of the Pashalik of Tripoli in 1896, from which it appears 
that the total value of the imports into Tripoli, in 1896, amounted 
‘to 365,0001., of which Great Britain and Malta contributed about 
90,0007., Turkey 83,0001., and France 61,0007. The exports in 
‘the same year were valued at 376,000/., of which Great Britain 
and Malta took 189,0001., and France 96,0001. 


XVI.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


Tue LINEN TRADE. 


According to the “Irish Textile Journal,’’ the general tone of 
the market during January was one of increasing life, and though 
demand in no quarter was over brisk, nevertheless there was a 
substantial amount of business carried through during the month. 

Very few markets were held in January, the bulk of the 
flax being either reserved for fairs or sold at mills. 

pes was no feature of any interest to report in the spinning 
trade. 

Business on the Continent was not particularly good, but 
sorting orders come to hand freely, and the general turnover was 
better than that of January, 1897. In the case of Germany there 
was an improvement in values of 11 per cent., France nearly 16 
per cent., whilst Spain and Italy show an improvement of 27 per 
cent. 

The gradual expansion in business with the United States, noted 
last month, was sustained throughout January, and the tendency 
continued in the direction of a better demand. According to the 
Board of Trade returns the quantity of piece goods exported to 
the United States during January was 3 per cent. less, and the 
values 7 per cent. less than for the same month last year. 

South American markets, with the exception perhaps of Brazil, 
were very quiet, the exports being considerably below what they 
were in January, 1897. In the case of Brazil there was an im- 
provement of 24 per cent. in value and 42 per cent. in quantity. 

A slightly quieter feeling was noticeable in the case of Australia, 
but Canada continued to improve steadily, thougk demand ran 
mainly on low-grade fatrics. 

The total exports of piece goods from the United Kingdom for 
the month of January showed a decrease in quantity of 2 per 
cent., and in values of nearly 4 per cent. as compared with 
January, 1897. 
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Imports of Pig Iron and Unwrought Steel into the 
United Kingdom from the United States. 


According to a return received at the Board of Trade from the 


Secretary of Her Majesty’s Customs, the amount of pig iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United States of America during the months of January 
and February, 1898, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. Steel unwrought. 


Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


1898. Tone. £ Tons. 
January ot ove 8,871 19,216 374 8,918 
February... 7,464 16,657 1,776 11,959 


Year ended Dec. 31st, 1897... | 91,196 | 209,275 £5,927 | 128,892 


THE USE oF PETROLEUM ON STEAMERS. 


The “Bollettino delle Finanze” states that the Russian 
Admiralty continues to extend the use of petroleum on war vessels 
for the heating of the boilers. The old armoured cruiser, 
“ Admiral Greig,” which has been selected for experiments in 
steam production by petroleum, is to have one of its machines 
fitted with a new pulveriser on the Svenson system, which 
economises the fuel and burns it without smoke. Steam is not 
used in the pulverisation, but it is obtained by means of a jet of 
petroleum on a steel apparatus of special construction, at a 

ressure of 7 kilogs. On board this vessel there will be four 

ifferent systems of apparatus for projecting the combustible 
liquid under pressure, viz—those of Kaufmann, Daniline, 
Zanuchevski, and Svenson. The oil is stored in tanks. 


New Russian Raitways, 


According to the “Journal de St. Pétésbourg,” the total length 
of New Russian railways in course of construction, as well as 
those authorised and to be commenced shortly, is 12,228 verstes 
(8,107°2 miles). 

The chief of these lines are Tiflis-Kars, Khavast-Taschkent, 
Tchaplino-Berdiansk, Grodno-Poharantsy, Perm Viatka-Kotlass, 
Tikhoretsk- Volga, Pétrovsk-Derbent-Balandjary, Moscow-Briansk, 
Razouvaievka-Syzrane, Vyrypaievka-Simbirsk, Koubino-Arkhangel, 
Moscow-Savélovo, Moscow-Pavélets, Dankow-Smolensk, Berdit- 
hew-Yanow, Moscow-Stockmanshof, and Tuckum-Windau. 


THE First RAILWAY TO THE ARCTIC SEA. 


The first railroad running to a port on the Arctic Sea is the 
continuation of the Vologda railway, in Russia, which is now 
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finished to the port of Archangel on the south-eastern corner of 
the White Sea, and at the mouth of the river Dvina. The 
“Engineering and Mining Journal” states that this new line, 
which was opened some weeks ago, is nearly 400 miles in length. 
The Vologda-Archangel railway passes for the most part through 
deserted or sparsely populated regions, or across “‘ tundras” and 
marshes, which are sometimes 50 feet in depth. The whole nature 
of the country through which the new line passes was unfavourable 
‘to its construction. Marshes and patches of bog and swamp had 
to be filled in; the newly-made embankments were continually 
‘giving way, and had again to be built up until the necessary 
stability had been obtained. Six iron bridges and numerous 
bridges of wood were required. The wooden bridges are built 
upon piles driven in some cases to a great depth beneath the 
surface. The new line is of military as well as commercial 
importance, for it must play a leading part in the opening of the 
northern provinces of Russia. It will furnish an outlet, for 
instance, for the deposits of petroleum which exist in Northern 
Russia, but have not been worked on account of the lack of 
transportation. 


TRADE OF BELGIUM IN 1897. 


According to the “Bulletin Mensuel du Commerce Special de 
la Belgique,” the value of the imports into Belgium of the 
principal articles for home consumption for the year 1897 was 
1,655,836 ,000‘francs (66,233,000/.),as compared with 1,644,889,000 
francs (65,796,000/.) for the same period of 1896, showing an 
increase of 437,000/. The exports of the chief domestic and 
nationalised produce for 1897 were valued at 1,506,415,000 francs 
(60,257,0002.) as against 1,427,220,000 francs (57,089,000/.), an 
increase of 3,168,0007. The Customs receipts for the year amounted 
to 45,897,199 francs (1,835,888/.), as compared with 46,663,609 
francs (1,866,544/.) in 1896. 


BELGIAN SuGAR TRADE. 


From the official statistics of sugar exported from and imported 

into Belgium, during the calendar year 1897, it appears that the 
total exportation of raw sugar, including sugar in loaves having the 
same rights to “ drawback ” as raw sugar, during that period, was 
179,042,003 kilogs. (394,787,616 pounds, of which 61,049,074 
kilogs. (134,723,298 pounds) are reported as shipped to the United 
‘States. The total exportations of refined sugar were 56,985,685 
kilogs. (125,653,435 pounds,) of which 527,260 kilogs. (1,162,608 
pounds,) all of which is described as ‘‘ pulverised,” went to the 
United States. During the same period Belgium imported of raw 
sugars, including molasses, 11,935,160 kilogs (26,317,027 pounds,) 
and of refined sugar, 81,093 kilogs. (178,810 pounds.) 
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THe ANTWERP Ivory MARKET. 


' The United States Consul at Antwerp reports that during the 
year 1897 the ivory market of Antwerp continued to flourish, and 
the business transactea was again increased. The sales exceeded 
those of 1896 by about 15,000 kilogs. (33,075 pounds), and exceeded 
those of London and Liverpool markets by 24,500 kilogs. and 
228,000 kilogs. (54,022 pounds and 502,740 pounds), respectively. 

The imports and sales of ivory during the last four years were : 


Yeer. Imports. Sales. 
-Kilogs. | Pounds. Kilogs. Pounds. 
1897 - 265,000 84,325 281,000 612,605 
1896 - - -| 200,000 441,000 265,700 585,866 
1995 - - -| 362,000 798,210 274.500 605,270 
1994 - 264,500 583,222 186,000 410,134 


-The improvement in the demand for Congo ivory has continued 
during the past year, and this notwithstanding the fact that the 
large quantity offered at the quarterly sales might be supposed to 
have influenced prices, which increased regularly, the close 
showing an increase of from 1 to 2 francs per kilog. (2°204 
pounds) for the different qualities, the flat tusks and the scrivailles 
having shared in the increase to the fullest extent. 


Propuction o¥ Bret SuGAR IN THE NETHERLANDS. 


' The United States Minister at. the Hague reports that the 

quantity of sugar prepared in the beet-root factories in the 
Netherlands during the working year 1897 was 116,842,000 
kilog. (257,589,800 pounds) net weight. The amount of sugar 
admitted to the refineries, either from the faciories or via the 
entrepot, for the last four months of the year 1897, was 44,870,000 
kilog. (98,910,400 pounds). 


NEw GERMAN COINAGE. 


The United States Ambassador at Berlin under date of December 
24, 1897, reports that, on jthe 16th of December, the German 
Federal Council decided to coin 20,000,000 marks’ worth of i0- 
mark pieces in gold, and further, to coin 16,000,000 marks 
worth of silver 5-mark pieces, about 8,000,000 marks’ worth of 
silver 2-mark pieces, and about 4,500,000 marks’ worth of silver 
1-mark pieces. 


TRAMWAYS IN FRANCE. 


An interesting discussion on tramways was recently held at 
the Paris Statistical Society,when it was asserted that the majority 
of tramways could not work at a profit until electric traction was 
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adopted. It was stated (according to the “‘ Monde Economique”), 
that the average profit of the various tramway companies did 
not exceed one per cent. Since the adoption of electric traction, 
however, excellent results have been obtained. 


BEET Root CULTIVATION IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The United States Department of Agriculture has recently 
issued a report, from which it appears that the production of 
sugar which only amounted to 800 tons in 1886, has steadily 
increased since that period, and exceeded 40,000 tons in 1896. 
There are eight factories in the country which are well supplied 
with all the necessary plant, and it is owing to the successive 
and rapid establishments of these factories that the national pro - 
duction rose from 2,800 tons in 1890 to 20,453 tons in 1893, and 
that it shows since 1894 an annual progression of 10,000 tons. If 
a comparison be drawn between the production of sugar and the 
consumption during the last ten years, a still more marked advance 
is evident. The consumption, which was 1,355,809 tons in 1886, 
gradually increased until it amounted to 1,960,086 tons in 1896—an 
increase of about 50 per cent., while the population has only 
increased by 20 per cent at the most during the same period. 


MINERAL. WooL IN THE UNITED STATES. 


According to the New York “ Engineering and Miuing Journal,” 
the production of mineral wool in the United States in 1897 was 
3,327 short tons, against 5,953 short tons in 1896. There were six 
producers in 1897, two of them being new comers, while one of 
the producers in 1896 dropped out of the business. In general 
the mineral wool industry was in a very unsatisfactory condition in 
1897, owing to a falling off in the construction of the class of 
houses in which this product is particularly used, while close 
competition between architects led frequently to the omission of 
mineral wool which would otherwise be used, it being employed 
between walls and consequently out of sight. The falling off in 
production is accounted for in this manner. 


Tue YAQUI GOLDFIELDS (MEXICco). 


The United States Consul at Ciudad Juarez in a report dated 
January 25th last states that for the past few months as many 
as twenty prospectors each week have fitted out in El Paso, Tex., 
and departed over the Rio Grande, Sierra Madre, and Pacific road 
for the Yaqui territory. Reports coming back from them have 
been generally favourable. A few days ago, a rich vein was struck 
near ately which runs 8,000 ounces of silver and 11 ounces 
of gold to the ton. There is, without doubt, considerable gold 
there ; but to be worked profitably, plenty of capital and the most 


improved machinery are requisite. 
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The Yaqui gold country is reached by taking the Rio Grande, 
Sierra Madre, and Pacific road at Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, for 
Casas Grandes, 150 miies to the south-west. From Casas Grandes 
to Sahuaripa, in the State of Sonora, on the eastern edge of the 
gold fields, the distance is 140 miles via the following points :— 
San Diego Ranche, Colonia Pacheco, Colonia Garcia, and 
Chuachupa, and the roads are tolerable. From this last-named 
place to Sahuaripa the distance is 55 miles, over a new 
mountain trail. The burro is the only means of transportarion. 

After winding among the defiles of the mountains, the pro- 
spector will enter the valley of the Yaqui River. Many extravagant 
stories have been told of the existence of placer and quartz gold 
in this valley. The Yaqui Indians have extracted gold in meagre 
quantities. Until recently, the admission of miners to this terri- 
tory was denied by the Indians, and this probably caused the 
exaggerated reports abovt the deposits of the precious metal. 
Until lately, the Indians rebelled against certain laws of the 
Mexican Government; but now a treaty with them is in effect, 
and they are peaceable. For many years, the Indians have sold 
gold to traders, but it has been impossible to determine how rich 
the deposits are. As I stated above, it will require plenty of 
capital to mine it profitably. 

It is a virgin country from Casas Grandes to the gold fields, 
Plenty of deer, bear, and turkeys can be found to supply the 
traveller with fresh meat. Springs and small streams of fresh 
water are numerous. As far as Chuachupa, corn, flour, potatoes, 
and other necessaries cau be purchased from settlers, 

Prospecting in the Yaqui country is relatively cheap. Every- 
thing purchased is paid for in Mexican money. The climate is 
‘ healthful, and work can be prosecuted for 365 days in the year. 

The mining laws of the Republic of Mexico insure the pro- 
spector full protection and enjoyment of anything valuable he 
may find. Under the present law, with a small expense for 
“ denouncement,” three months are given the miner to ascertain 
the value of his find and acquire the ground if its importance 
may warrant. The yearly taxes are 2/. per claim of 24 acres, 
and the property is held without further obligation on the part of 
the owners. 


ProposeD IN ABYSSINIA. 


The United States Consul at Aden states that for some time 
there has been talk of a railroad being built from Djibouti, which 
is the principal seaport town of the French Somali protectorate in 
East Africa, to the city of Harrar, in Abyssinia, and at last, there is 
a reasonable assurance that it will be built. A company of 
capitalists, whose head office is at 5 Rue Scribe, Paris, are at the 
head of the enterprise, and their secretary and general manager is 
C. Havard, of Djibouti. 

As is well known, Abyssinia is one of the richest and most 
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fertile countries on the continent of Africa and Harrar is its chief 
commercial city. The principal articles exported from that 
country are coffee, gums, hides, skins, civet, ivory, beeswax, and 
gold ; while the two principal articles of import are cotton goods 
and petroleum. All the imports.and exports going to and from 
this country to the seaport towns of Zaila, British Somali-land, and 
Djibouti, French Somali-land, are transported by camels in 
caravans. Considering the fact that Harar is about 280 miles 
inland, and these caravans only make on an average 10 miles a 
day, the carrying of goods is quite a costly as well as a slow 
process. It is only within the last few years that there has been 
much trade between the outside world and Abyssinia, and even 
now it is not possible to give correct figures of-the total trade. 
~—_ however, is known to fully justify the building of this 
road. 

- The line has been surveyed between the two points, which are 
about 300 kilometres (186°4 miles) apart, and work has actually 
commenced at Djibouti and several other points on the line. It 
is intended to build only a narrow-gauge road at the start, the 
proposed gauge between the rails being 1 metre (39°37 inches) 
and then, if the road proves a success, a broad gauge can be easily 
substituted. Ali the labourers employed in building the road are 
Somalis and Arabs, as, on account of the heat of the low-lying 
coast country, the importation of white labour would be a useless 


expense. 


PRODUCTION OF RICE IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” gives the following table showing 
‘the quantity of rice produced in Japan during each of the ten 
years 1887-1896 :— 


Years Amount Produced. 
Koku. 
33,007,566 
1890 - - - 43,037,809 
1891 - - - 38,123,548 
1892 - > - - 41,378,956 
1896 - . - - - - -| 36,199,771 


Note.—Koku = 4.96 bushels. 


TRADE OF ARGENTINA IN 1897. 


_, According to the returns of the Argentine Customs, the 
total value of the imports into Argentina for the year ended 
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31st December, 1897, was 98,288,948 dols., as compared with 
112,163,591 dols. in 1896. The exports for 1897 were valued at 
101,169,299 dols., as against 116,802,016 dols.in 1896. The 
following table shows the value of Argentine trade with the 
principal countries in 1897, from which it will be seen that the 
United Kingdom is by far the largest exporter to the Republic, but 
stands only third on the list as regards imports thence :— 


Countries. Imports into Argentina. Exports from Argentina. 
Dols. Dois. 

United Kingdom - - - 36,392,057 12,984,690 
Germany 11,114,102 14,047,135 
France - - . - - 11,019,576 22,999,019 
Italy - - - 10,943,038 3,964,616 
United States eee 10,101,714 8,321,611 
Belgium- - - - 8,046,254 8,934,829 
Other Countries - - - 10,672,207 29,917,399 

Total Dols. 98,288,948 101,169,299 


THE NEED FoR NEw HARBOURs IN INDIA. 


According to an article in the Pioneer Mail, the coast line of 
peninsular India is more than 3,000 miles in length, yet in this 
great extent of seaboard there are only three, or say four, ports, 
viz.: Calcutta, Bombay, Karachi, and Marmagas, where large 
ocean-going vessels can lay alongside and load in all weathers, 
When the steady growth of the railway system, and the increasing 
pressure of the competition of other countries with the staple 
products of India is considered, the need for bringing ‘‘ free on 
' board” prices to the lowest possible figure should be kept in mind. 

It would probably be near the mark to say that every ton of Indian 
exports or imports has on the average to bear the cost of 500 miles 
of railway haulaye. Railway rates for long leads have now been 
reduced to a point which yields no exorbitant profit to the railway 
administrations, and but little relief is to be expected in this 
direction ; but * may be possible, by the improvement of existing 
ports or roadsteads, and by connecting them with the railway 
system, to reduce considerably the length of railway haulage to 
the seaboard. 

As regards Northern India, or the area north of a line drawn, 
say, through Allahabad, the traffic must continue to be dealt with 
at the first three ports above-named, but for the enormous area 
lying to the south of this line, it should surely be possible to do 
better than to confine its principal export and import business to 
practically one port, viz, Bombay. Along the Bast Coast the 


completion of a great through line of railway which will connect 
Calcutta with Madras is approaching completion, yet from Cape 
Comorin to Calcutta there is not a single port where a large vessel 
can lay alongside to load, or where shelter could be got or repairs 
sought by a disabled vessel: with the doubtful exception of 
Madras, vessels have todo business along the whole of the coast 
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at open roadsteads. There is, however, one point on this coast 
where an excellent and safe harbour can be made, viz., at Viza- 
gapatam, at comparatively small expense. The opinion of experts 
is unanimously favourable to this scheme, and the only difficulty 
is financial. It is said, however, that proposals are now 
before the Madras Governmens which may solve this difficulty, A 
glance at a map will show the excellent position of Vizagapatam. 
By connectinz it with Raipur (for which a survey is now 1 pro- 
gress) a good harbour would command the business of a large and 
most productive area in the Central Provinces ; and by the saving 
of two days’ steaming in the Bay of Bengal might command the 
traffic of places as far north as Allahabad. It would take a large 
share of traffic of the East Coast Railway, and would become the 
port for the connection between India and Burma, as it would 
save one day’s steaming over the route from Madras. On the 
West Coast the uew port of Marmagas ought to offer very con- 
siderable assistance to Mysore and the Deccan in shortening the 
lead of produce to the seaboard. 

South of Marmagas, the only place where a harbour can be 
made, seems to be at Quilon in Travancore, and apparently at 
small — ; but this must wait until the long-delayed railway 
is made. 


Customs DuTIEs IN NATAL. 


The “Natal Mercury” says that the statement of customs 
receipts for the whole Colony of Natal which has just been issued 
puts the total amount for the year at 386,6361., so that, 
except for 2,260/., the whole of the Customs revenue for last year 
. was collected in Durban or at the Point. The receipts show an 

increase of about 4 per cent. on the figures for 1896, and a little 
over 4 per cent. on the total for the record year of 1889. It must 
be remembered, however, that the transit tariff of 1597 is a very 
different thing from the transit tariff of 1889, or even of 1896. 
This will easily be seen from the following table :— 


Imports. Duties + Average Duty 
Received. per cent. 
1889 £4,527,015 £369,689 8-16 
1897 5,983,589 386,636 6°46 


There has been a reduction therefore of 1°70 per cent. on the 
average duties paid on imports, which, of course, aJl relates to the 
fact that goods in transit do not pay the special duties they did in 
1889. Had the duties on goods in transit, as well as on other 
articles, been the same as in 1889, the Customs revenue for 1897 
would have been 484,925]. Briefly, the average duty paid in 
1897 was 61. 9s. 3d,,as against 8/. 3s. 4d. in 1889, equal to a 
reduction of 11. 14s. 1d. per cent. This reduction, however, 
has been compensated for in other directions, and apart from it 
being a fair policy to the inland States, it has been a wise policy 
as well. 
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XVIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 


Bradford —A meeting of the council of this chamber was 
held on 23rd February last, Mr. H. Sutcliffe in the chair, 

A meeting of the Trade-marks Board had been held to consider 
a letter from Messrs. KE. Ripley & Son, asking four questions in 
reference to the Board’s letter to the Registrar of Designs and 
Trade-marks respecting the word “pearl.” At a previous meeting 
of the Board in October a letter was considered from the Registrar 
of Trade-marks and Designs asking for the opinion of this Board 
as to whether the word pirle was a ‘ote word for registration, 
application having been made for the registration of that word, 
which the Registrar had refused to accept. An action had been 
brought to compel the Registrar to register the word, and so far 
the action had not succeeded. The Board replied to the 
Registrar :— 

1. That the word pearl is descriptive, and should not be 
allowed to be used as the exclusive property of any one person. 

2, That the word pirle is a mere combination of letters, is 
quite distinctive, and has not hitherto been used in connection 
with Bradford goods. 

3. That as regards the devices submitted by the Registrar, it 
is impossible to say whether or not the devices in question are 
intended to represent pearls, but they would not be recognised as 
pearls in the Bradford trade, whilst, in any case, the word pirle 
would convey no meaning to the Eastern mind. 

_ 4, That the Board are of opinion that the word pirle as an 
invented word is a perfectly legitimate word for registration, and 
that they do not see any reasonable grounds for opposing the 
registration of such a word. 

One of the grounds for refusal to register was that “pirle” was 
simply a misspelling. Messrs. Ripley & Son now asked four 
questions in reference to the Board’s letter to the Registrar of 
Designs with respect to the word pearl, and the Board had replied 
to Messrs. Ripley & Son’s questions as follows :— 

1. The word pearl is neither known nor used in Class 34 as a 
term of commendation of goods. 

2. The word pearl is not known in Class 34 as describing the 
finish of goods. 

3. The word pearl has no reference to the character or quality 
of goods in Class 34. 

4. When stating in their former letter to the Registrar that 
the word pearl was descriptive, the Board were considering 
the word broadly, and not with detinite reference to goods in 
Class 34. 

Class 34 comprises cloths and stuffs of wool, worsted or hair. 

D 
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Other subjects referred to were the temperature in woolcombing 
sheds, commercial travellers in Denmak, the Land Transfer 
Act, &c. 

The Board of Trade have received from the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce copies of the Forty-seventh Annual Report for the 
year 1897, ecntaining notes cn the chief commercial events of 
interest during the year, and also copies of statistics of the City of 
Bradford and the woollen and worsted trades of the United 
Kingdom, which contain an interesting series of tables relating to 
those trades. 

Bristol.—The monthly meeting of the Council of this Chamber- 
was held on March 2nd last, Mr. J. Holman in the chair. 

The President reminded the Council that in September a reso- 
lution was passed to the effect that, as the Chamber was deeply 
sensible of the advantages which would be secured to trade 
and commerce by the early adoption of the metric system of 
weights and measures in this country, the Council would follow 
the recommendation of the First Lord of the Treasury and the 
President of the Board of Trade, to do all in its power to encourage 
a feeling in favour of the change amongst the masses of the people, 
and with this object in view was prepared to expend a sum, not 
exceeding 25/.,in promoting the study of the metric system and 
its advantages in the elementary schools of Bristol. He further 
stated that a deputation waited upon the British School Board, 
aud that that body had appointed a committee to deal with the 
question, the members of which would be pleased to meet a com- 
mittee from the Chamber, together with representatives of any 
other bodies interested. Accordingly, communications had been 
addressed by the Chamber to the respective educational agencies in 
the city, and it was very gratifying to state that the Society of 
Merchant Venturers, the University College, Clifton College, the 
Charity Trustees, and the managers of the Catholic elementary 
schools had appointed representatives to serve upon the committee. 
It was resolved that the gentlemen so appoiuted be requested to 
meet members of the committee of the Council for the purpose of 
formulating a scheme, on Wednesday, the 6th of April next. 

Other subjects referred to were trade with the Ivory Coast, 
Paris Exhibition of 1900, Commercial and Technical Education, 
Commercial Mission to South Ameriza, Trade with New Quay, 
Port Development, and the Canadian Insolvency Law. . 

Leicester—A meeting of this Chamber was held on Feb. 25th 
last, Mr. W. T. Rowlett in the chair. Mr. Fairfax-Scott, who 
recently gave evidence on behalf of the Chamber before the 
Commercial Intelligence Committee, read a paper on commercial 
intelligence abroad. 

Liverpool.—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was held 
on February 28th last, Mr. F.C. Danson (president) in the chair. 

Some members of the Chamber had reported that a prohibitive 
tax was to be placed on cottonseed oil of foreign manufacture 
imported into Tunis. The Foreign Office was written to and 
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replied that the Regency of Tunis now imposed a tax of 35 francs 

per 100 kilos on cottonseed oil imported (foreign) and that, 

provided this rate of duty was not differential, there would 

appear to be no ground for protesting against it as not in 

sence with the recent convention with France relating to 
unis. 

The rest of the business dealt with by the General Trade 
Committee had been of a miscellaneous character, including 
information as to the shipment of dangerous ship paints at 
Hamburg and Liverpool, regulations as to colouring matter to be 
employed in preserving green peas and vegetables, the inter- 
national docks at Genoa, Congo cotton, delays in Continental 
telegrams, delays at Turkish Customs Houses, United States 
parcel post, Light dues, French expertise regulations, &c., &c. 

Manchester.—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors 
was held on February 16th last, Mr. R. Barclay, the president, in 
the chair. The African Sectional Committee had had before it 
letters from the London and Liverpool Chambers 0 Commerce 
showing that those bodies were, in common with thefManchester 
Chamber, in favour of the unification of the various administrations 
of the British territories in the region of the Niger—viz., Lagos, 
Nigeria, and the Niger Coast Protectorate—a reform which has 
been on more than one occasion urged upon the Government by 
the Chamber. After consideration of this correspondence the Com- 
mittee had iesolved that ‘‘ the matter appeared to be drifting, and 
ought to be pushed forward more rapidly,” and that the time had 
come for joint initiatory action by the Manchester and Liverpool 
Chambers, and that the London, Glasgow, and Bristol Chambers 
should be invited to take part as soon as arrangements were pro 
visionally formulated. The Board approved of this proceeding. 

In February, 1893, the Manchester Chamber submitted to Mr, 
‘Gladstone, then Prime Minister, to Lord Rosebery, the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and to Mr. Mundella, President of the 
Board of Trade, a scheme for the constitution of a permanent 
consultative body “to advise the Government on questions 
relating to the foreign trade of the country.” The idea was 
suggested by the very useful work done by the Trade and Treaties 
Committee of the Board of Trade appointed in April, 1890, for 
the purpose of advising the Government with reference to the 


changes in commercial relationships with Continental countries 


which would ensue after the expiry of numerous treaties of com- 
merce on February 1, 1892. This Committee was dissolved in 
August, 1892, on the ground that the duties with which it had 
been charged were, as far as possible, fulfilled. The Manchester 
scheme of 1893 was largely framed on the basis of the Trade and 
Treatise Committee, but the scope of the proposed new body was 
enlarged so far as its functions were concerned. It was designed 
to advise the Government on questions relating to the foreign trade 
of the country in respect of imports and exports ; treaties, tariffs, 
and commercial arrangements generally ; trades routes and arrange- 
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ments with foreign railways and shipping companies ; transit dues 
and charges and transhipment. 

It was to be composed of the chief of the Commercial Department 
of the Foreign Office, the Assistant Secretary of the Board of 
Trade, and a representative of each of the following commercial 
and industrial interests:— The cotton industry, the wooller 
industry, the Nerthern iron and mining industries, the Sheffield 
and Birmingham industries, the shipowning and shipping industry, 
the agricultural and food industries, and the characteristic industries 
of Scotland and those of Ireland. The chairman and five members 
of the committee were to be appointed by the Government, 
without nomination from the commercial bodies, and the 
remaining six members by the President of the Board of Trade 
on the nomination of Chambers of Commerce. A long explana- 
tory statement of the scheme was submitted to the members of 
the Government already named. In March 1893, Lord Rosebery 
replied on behalf of the Government acknowledging the valuable: 
services of the Trade and Treaties Committee, and stating that 
although there did not appear to be any necessity at that time to 
reconstitute it, occasions might arise in the future when it might: 
be desirable to appoint such a body for a temporary purpose. In’ 
view of the action taken by the Chamber five years ago, and of 
new questions and occurrences appearing to call for the services of 
an official Foreign Trade Consultative Committee, the Board 
authorised the Correspondence Committee to take up the subject 
again, and adopt such action as it may deem desirable. A letter, 
dated February 7, from the Foreign Office was read, stating that: 
representations had been made to the Brazilian Government by 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro on vhe subject of the 
delay in landing merchandise at that port. The Consul reported! 
that the block of traffic was occasioned by the absence of neces- 
sary appliances for facilitating the discharge of cargo trom the 
lighters. This would, however, soon be remedied, as two power- 
ful hydraulic cranes and seven hoists were now in course of 
erection. The Minister had pointed out the inconvenience and 
loss occasioned by a continuance of the present state of affairs, 
and had urged that the erection of the new works might be 
expedited. 

An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors was held on 
March 9 last, Mr. Robert Barclay, President, in the chair.— 
The minutes of the Home-trade Sectional Committee contained 
a draft memorial to the Bcard of Trade which that Committee 
desired the Chamber to adopt. It was prayed that registered 
commercial travellers may be exempt from service from all juries 
whatever in the United Kingdom, and that a clause be inserted in 
the next suitable Government Bill providing for such exemption. 
The word “registered” in this connection means the formal ' 
recognition and enrolment for treatment on special terms by 
tailway companies of an individual as a “ commercial traveller.” 
It was agreed that representations should be addressed to the’ 
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proper Government Department in the sense desired by the Homee 
trade Sectional Committee. Other subjects under discussion or 
that came up for notice were Certificates of Origin for Spain; 
Marks on goods imported for home consumption ; Companies’ 
Act Amendment Bill ; Canadian Insolvency Laws; and Statistics 
of Textile Machinery. 

Shefield—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on February 24th last, Mr. H. Marsh (vice-president) in 
the chair. 

A letter was read from Messrs. Joseph Gray and Sons, surgical 
instrument manufacturers, Sheffield, informing the Council that 
all goods imported into France marked with French customers’ 
names must now also be stamped with the words “importé.” 
The Secretary was directed to thank Messrs. Gray and Sons for 
their letter, and also to communicate at once with the British 
Chamber of Commerce in Paris with regard to the matter, so as to: 
ascertain exactly what the new regulations are. 

On the motion of Mr. Belk, seconded by Mr. Leader, it was 
resolved, ‘‘ That the Council of this Chamber view with alarm the 
excessive and differential duties imposed in West Africa by the 
French Government upon articles manufactured within this- 
district, of which the following may be taken as instances :— 


CUTLERY. 


Knives (common), 100 francs per 100 kilos, equal to 407. 12s.. 

er ton. 

Table knives (superior), 600 francs per 100 kilos, equal to 

R 2431. 12s. per ton. 
, Table knives (ordinary), 800 francs per 100 kilos, equal to 
1217. 16s. per ton. 

Pocket knives, 300 francs per 100 kilos, equal to 121/. 16s. per 

ton. 

Razors, 200 francs per 100 kilos, equal to 817. 4s. per ton. 
Scissors, 300 francs per 100 kilos, equal to 1217. 16s. per ton. | 
The Council cannot but come to the conclusion that the object, of 
these duties is to prohibit the importation of all goods into the 
French Colonies save those manufactured in France, and having 
regard to the opportunities afforded to the French of obtainin 

a free market for their goods in this country and its Colonies, an 
even in the neighbouring British possessions in West Africa, urge 
upon Her Majesty’s Government to bring presstre to bear upon 
the French Government with a view to an amelioration of what. 
cannot but be a disastrous tariff for British goods,” 

The Secretary was directed to forward this resolution to Lord 
Salisbury with a covering letter pointing out the importance of the 
matter. 

North Staffordshire.—A meeting of this Chamber was held on 
February 17th last, Mr. J. W. Wheatley in the chair. 

The secretary having sent out a circular at the suggestion of 
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Mr. E. V. Greatbach on the subject of elementary education to 
the manufacturers and employers of the district with a view of 
ascertaining if possible whether the act of 1870 had been advan- 
tageous to the district. and conducive to any improvement in the 
abilities of their employees generally to perform their work, 
stated that he had received the following replies to the question :— 


Yes. No. Neut, 
In your opinion are the Elementary Education Acts ‘being 
efficiently carried out in this district ? - - 38 3 2 
Are the workpeople more amenable 5 reasonable discipline and 
control than prior to 1870? - - 17 21 
their to work more thoughtful and intelli 


Do they exhibit a greater amount of. "self-respect, neniness and 
precision? - 23 17 
In cases of dispute are they more or “less “disposed to’ peaceful 
methods of settlement and adjustment; and are the relations 
between employers and employed generally aon - - 14 19 7 
Is their moral tone better or worse? - - 26 2 14 
As a manufacturer and employer of labour are you ‘of opinion 
that the elementary education of the last quarter * a vaercyni | 


5 
17 23 4 
4 


has, taken on the whole, produced good results ? ag 8 

“Are you of opinion that Elementary Education, as now orm in F 

North Staffordshire, produces fairly good results ? - 
Are you of opinion that the employment of half-timers is economi- 

cally of value to the trade ?—From the employer’s point of view - 4 34 0 


From the workman’s point of view, both economically ond as 
teaching a skilled handicraft at an early age - - - 6 29 3 


Mr. Greatbach thanked Mr. Llewellyn for his trouble, and moved 
the adoption of his report. 

Walsall.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 
February 28th last, Mr. T. A. Smith, president, in the chair. The 
President said that they had received a letter from the Premier of 
New Zealand enclosing a copy of the British Reciprocity Bill 
which the colony intended to adopt. This was in reply to a 
resolution sent to him by the chamber relative to the action of the 
Canadian Government with regard to their tariffs. He was glad 
that New Zealand, which was the most democratic of the British 
colonies, was doing this. The Bill was for the re-arrangement of 
the Customs, and giving the old country the benetit of the re- 
arrangement. 

Other business referred to at the meeting was French West 
African tariffs, the Chamber's examination scheme, delays in goods 
trains transits, etc. 
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XVIII.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Banking and Railway Statistics, Ireland, December, 1897 
(C 8735). Price 2d. 

This is a half-yearly return prepared under the direction of the 
Registrar-General for Ireland. It gives the statistics of deposits 
and cash balances in joint stock banks; deposits in post otlfice 
savings banks and trustee savings banks; amount of the govern- 
ment funds, India stocks, and guaranteed land stock; and bank 
note circulation in Ireland, December, 1897 ; also weekly traffic 
receipts of Irish railways for the years 1896-97; aad railway 
traffic statistics for each of the ten years, 1887-96, 

The present return shows that the deposits and cash balances in 
TDecember, 1897, stood at 39,300,000/. (exclusive of cash 1,869,000/. 
Government and other public balances in the Bank of Ireland), as 
compared with 39,238,000/. at the corresponding period in the year 
1896, being an increase of 62,000/. or 0:2 per cent., following 
an increase of 230,000. or 06 per cent. at the close of 
1896, as compared with the amount for December, 1895, and 
showing an advance of 9,529,000/., or 32 per cent., on the amount 
for December, 1887, since which period, comparing December with 
December, there has been a continuous annual increase. 

The balances of deposits in the Post Office Savings Banks con- 
sist of two groups—those in the Post Office Savings Bank and 
those in Trustee Savings Banks. 

On the 31st December last the estimated balances in the Post 
Office Savings Banks in Ireland amounted to 6,706,000/. as 
- compared with 6,153,000/. for the corresponding date in 1896, being 
an increase of 553,000/., which, although somewhat under the 
increases in the years 1894 and 1895 634,000/. in 1894 and 
626,000/. in 1895), is more than double the highest increase in 
any previous year since the establishment of these banks, except 
the year 1888. 

The deposits in Trustee Savings Banks, in December, 1896,. 
amounted to 2,166,000/., and ia 1897 to 2,236,000/., being an 
increase of 70,000/., following an increase of 91,0007. in 1896, and 
93,000/. in 1895, and being the highest amount for December in 
any of the years 1877-97. 

It will be seen that there has been a large addition to the 
savings during the'year, the total amount in the Savings Banks. 
in Ireland being 8,942,000/. in December, 1897, as compared with 
8,319,0007. for the corresponding period of the year 1896, and 
7,678,000/. in 1895, being an increase of 623,009/. for the year, 
following the large increases of 641,000/. in the preceding year, 
719,000/. in 1895, and 740,000/. in 1894. 

There has also been an increase in each year since 1877, and 
the balance in the Savings Banks on the 31st December last was. 
much more than double the amount to the credit of depositors at. 
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the close of the year 1877, the first year for which statistics are 
given. It may be added that it is the highest amount of which 
there is record, 
2. Emigration Statistics of Ireland for the year 1897 
(C. 8740). Price 2d. 

This is a return issued by the Registrar-General in Dublin. 
‘The present report is accompanied by tables showing the number, 
ages, conjugal condition, and destination of the emigrants from 
ach county and province in Ireland during the year 1897, also 
the occupation of the emigrants, and the number of emigrants who 
left each port in each month of the year. 

The number of emigrants who left Irish ports in 1897 was 
32,906, or 7°2 per 1,000 of the estimated population of Ireland in 
the middle of the year, being a decrease of 6,320 as compared 
with the number in 1896. The number of males who emigrated 
‘last year was 14,242, or 3,693 less than in the previous year, and 
of females, 18,664, a decrease of 2,627. 

Of the 32,906 emigrants in 1897, 32,535 were natives of Ireland, 
and 371 were persons belonging to other countries. 

The total number of emigrants—natives of Jreland—who left 
Irish ports from the 1st of May, 1851 (the date at which the col- 
lection of these returns commenced), to the 31st of December, 1897 
is 3,722,658—1,948,792 males and 1,773,866 females. The 
highest number of emigrants in any one year was 190,322 in 
1852, and the lowest 32,535, in 1897. In the decade, from 1866 
to 1875, the average annual number of emigrants was 74,667 ; in 
the decade, 1856 to 1865, the average number per annum 
amounted to 88,272, and in the four preceding years, from 1852 to 
1855, the number averaged 148,985 annually. In 1876 the number 
fell to 37,587, the lowest number forany of the 26 years 1851-76. 
After 1876 it increased steadily, but slowly, for three years to 
38,503 in 1877, 41,124 in 1878, and 47,065 in 1879. In 1880 the 
number rose to 95,517, but it fell to 78,417 in 1881. In 1882, 
however, an increase of 10,719 took place, and there was a further 
increase in 1883, in which year the emigrants amounted to 
108,724; then a decrease of 32,861 took place in 1884 compared 
‘with 1883, and a decrease of 13,829 in 1885 compared with 1884, 
followed by an increase of 1,101 in 1886, and a further increase of 
19,788 in 1887, in which year the number was 82,923. After 1887 
there was a gradual annual decline to 35,895, in 1894; in 1895 
the number rose to 48,703, but it fell to 38,995 in 1896, and as 
before stated), to 32,535 in 1897. 

3. Tables relating to the tradeof British India and British 
Possessions and Foreign Countries for the Five Years 1892-93 
to 1896-7. (C, 8753.) Price 11d. 

This is an annual statement issued by the India Office showing 
the trade, shipping, customs revenue, &c., of the Indian Empire 
in a comparative form and for a period of five years. The sub- 
joined tables give the foreign sea-borne trade of British India, and 
‘the proportion passing through the Suez Canal :— 


| 
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1892-93. 1189485 1895-96. , 1896-97, 
Merchandise | 162,605,030 | 11,914,697" 
Gpverument Stores $660,947 | 3,064,475 | . 3,361,555, 3,620,358 | 4,189,251, 
otal Merchandise...| 66,265,2/7 | °77,021,432:| 73,528,998.) . 72,936,753 | 76,103,948 
‘Treasure al 17,009/810'} 18,961,256 |. 9,581,207 18,367,986 13,084,563 
Total Imports 88,275,087 | 95,482,688 | 83 110,200° 86,404,729 |° 89,188,511 
Private Merchandise : wa 443 * 20 
Indian Produce and Manu- ; \ 
factures 101,945,707 103,757,685 | 109,545,624 | 99,889,660 
Foreign ditto. 4;590,2 431,975 | 5,097,414 | 4,717. 516 4,033,637 
Government Stores "65,779 { 72,598 |° 69,799 
Total Merchandise...) 106,595,475 | 1€6,503,369 | | 108,913,778 | 114,384,738 | | 103,984,096 
Treasure 6,958,924 | 4,100,192 8,226,072 | 4,259,811 | 4,937,496 
Total Exports — ...| 113,554,399 | 110,603,561 139,850 | 108,921,592 
Total Trade ...| 196,829,486 | 206,086,249 | 200,250,060 304, | 198,110,108 


VaLvE of Works TRADE, distinguishing the PROPORTION passing 
through the SuzZ CANAL. 


1892-938. | 1898-04. | 1894-95. | 1805-96. | 1896-97. 
IMPORTS; Rx. Rx. Re. Rx. 
Merchandise: 
Via Suez Canal... 54,939,322 | 63,960,016 280 | 61 65,068,453 
_ » Other Routes 11/325;955 | 13,661,416 110 | | 11,135,495 
otal 66,265,277 | 77,021,432 | 78,528,993 | 72,936,753 | 76,103,948 
Per-centage via Suez Canal 82:90 82°26 8403 | 8375 85.50 
Treasure : 
Via Buez Canal 18,682,494 | 14,093,534 | 7,380,653 | 9,871,036 | 9,379,269 
» Other Router 8,877,316 | 4,367,722 | 9'900,554 3,796,960 | 3,712,294 
Total uf 17,009,810 | 18,461,256 | 9,581,207 | 13,367,986 | 13,084,563 
Per-centage via Suez Canal .. 80°15 16°34 1708 | 7159) 7163 
Exports: 
Merchandise : | 
Via Suez Canal .| 63,195,652 | 67.207,930 | 65,592,742 | 70,675,553 | 62,571,973 
» Other Routes 43,399,823 | 39,295,439 | 43,321,036 | 43,759,185 | 41/412'123 
Total ... — ...| 106,595,475 | 106,503,369 | 108,913,778 , 114,334,738 (103,984,096 
Per-centage via Suez Canal .... 59°28 63°10 eo22 | e172 | 
Treasure; 
Via Suez Canal 4,770,945 | 2,599,923 | 6,778,171 2,481, 690 | 2,151,929 
» Other Routes 2,187,979 | 1,800,269 1,447,901 | 1,78,121.| 9,785,567 
Total ... 6,968,924 | 4,100,192 | 8,226,072 4,259,811-} 4,937,496 
Per-centage via Suez Canal 68°56 6340 82:39 | 6825 | 43°68 
TOT ia Buce Canal 136,538,413 | 147,261,403 | 141,532,449 | 143,715,490 | 139,164,624 
Other Routes 60,291,073 | | §8°717,601 | 61,183,798 58,945,479 
Total ... _...| 196,829,486 | 206,086,249 | 200,250,050 | 204,999,288 | 198,110,103 
Per-centage via Suez Canal ...| 69°37 m4 | | 13 | 70% 


TA review of the Trade of India in the Year 1896-7, to which these Tables 


relate, was presented to Parliament in November 
Trade Journal,” November, 1897, pp. 56 et s¢q ] 


last (C. "8692). See “ Board uf 
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4. Tramway (Street and Road). In continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper No. 331 of Session 1896). No. 375. Price 4d- 

This is an annual return issued by the Railway-Department of 
the Board of Trade, the present number being for the year ended 
30th June, 1897. It shows that the total capital expended on the - 
tramways of the United Kingdom on the 30th June, 1897, was 
14,865,1101., as compared with 15,195,9537. in 1896 and 
14,388,698/. in 1895. The total length of line open for public traffic 
was 1,031 miles against 1,009 miles in 1896 ; the total number of 
passengers carried was 788,569,669, as compared with 759,466,047 
in 1896 ; the gross receipts were 4,235,5931., against 4,152,016U. in 
1896 ; the working expenses 3,198,444/. and 3,105,511/, while the 
net receipts were 1,037,149/., as compared with 1,046,5052 in 1896. 


5. Statistical Abstract for the Colonial and other Possessions of 
the United Kingdom in each year from 1882 to 1896. Thirty- 
Sourth number (C. 8605). Price 1s. 3d. 

This is one of the three statistical abstracts which are issued 
annually by the Board of Trade, the other two relating to the 
United Kingdom and to foreign countries. The present issue of 
the Colonial Abstract gives information relating to the colonial and 
other possessions of the United Kingdom down to the end of the 
year 1896. A statement showing the rates of Customs’ duty levied | 
on the principal articles imported into, and those levied on all 
articles exported from each colonial possession is also appended. 

6.Treaty Series, No. 1, 1898. Convention between Great 
Britain and France for the exchange of Postal. parcels between 
India and France, signed at Paris, December 1, 1897. 

This convention, the ratifications of which were exchanged at 
Paris on January 8, 1898, provides that uninsured parcels may 
be forwarded under the denomination of postal parcels, viz :— 
From France and Algeria for British India up to the weight of 5 
kilogs. From British India for France and Algeria up to the 
weight of 11lbs. avoirdupois. For each parcel forwarded from 
France or Algeria to British India the Postal Administration of 
France pays to that of British India, viz :—- 

ist. A land rate of lfr.75c. 2nd. Also a sea rate of lfr. and 
50c. if the parcel is forwarded via Italy and by British mail 
steamer starting from Hrindisi, or a sea rate of 2fr. ifthe parcel is 
forwarded by British steamer from Marseilles. 3rd. A delivery 
tate not exceeding 25c, 

For each parcel forwarded from British India to France or Algeria 
the Indian Postal Administration pays to the French Administra- 
tion, viz :— 

Ist. A land rate of 50 centimes. 2nd. Also a sea rate of 2fr. if 
the parcel is forwarded by French mail steamer. 3rd. A delivery 
rate not exceeding 25 centimes. 4th. A stamp duty of 10 cen- 
times. 2. The cost of transit across Italy, when necessary, is 
borne by the dispatching Postal Administration. The prepay- 
ment of postal parcels is compulsory. 


March 1898.} POST OFFICE NOTICES. 362 


XIX.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


TRANSMISSION oF LIQUIDS, (Lass, &c., BY Post. 


Articles of the undermentioned classes are row transmissible 
by letter post within the United Kingdom, under the conditions 
given below :— 

GLASS. LIQUIDS. 
GREASE. COLOURING POWDERS. 
The conditions are :— 

1, Nothing inflammable, corrosive or explosive may be sent,. 
nor anything having an odour so strong as to affect the contents 
of other packets in the mails. 

2. No article liable to Customs duty may be sent by letter 

t to or from the Channel Islands, or the Isle of Man. 

3. The following regulatious as to packing must be complied 
with :— 

Glass must be securely packed (in boxes of metal, wood, leather 
or cardboard) in such a way as to prevent all risk of injury to the 
mails or the officers of the post office. . 

Liquids must be enclosed in glass bottles, firmly sealed ; the 
bottles must be enclosed in a box of wood, leather or metal, and 
packed securely in a box by means of corrugated paper or other 
suitable material, a sufficient quantity of sawdust or some spongy 
substance being added to absorb all the liquid contents in case of 
the bottle being broken. Special attention must be paid to the 

acking round the shoulders of the bottle ; and the box must open 

t one end only, and have a tightly fitting lid o7 a screw lid if made 
- of metal, and if made of wood a screw lid with indiarubber 
washer round the neck. 

Semi-liquids and Greases must have an inner covering 
securely closed, and an outer covering of metal, wood or leather 
sufficiently strong to prevent any risk of the contents escaping 
during transit. 

Powders must have an inner covering securely closed, and a 
strong outer covering of metal, wood, leather or cardboard. 

(4.) Packets of all the classes named are admitted to the letter 
Mails at the sender’s risk, the Postmaster General accepting nc 
liability in the case of either loss or damage, even if the packets 
are registered. 

(5.) Packets of the classes named which are found to be inse- 
curely packed will be stopped, The Public are warned that such 
insecurely packed packets come within the category of articles 
“likely to injure other postal packets in course of converance or 
an Otticer of the Post Office.” Such articles are prohibited from 
being sent by post , and the senders thereof are liable to penalties 
under the Post Office (Protection) Act, 1884. These provisions will 
apply to insecurely packed packets of glass, liquids, grease and 
colouring powders, 
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The Public are asked to: note, that, although-articles of the 
classes named are admitted to the Inland Letter Post, they can in 
all cases be sent more.safely py Parcel Post... 

If such articles are sent by Letter Post to or from places 
marked “a” in the List of Provincial Post Offices ‘in the Post 
Office Guide, they should be registered andjbe marked “ Fragile, 
with care,” in order that they may be withheld from transmission — 
in Mails transferred to or from trains in motion. 

Live bees will be allowed to pass by Letter or Parelc 
Post within the United Kingdom, on condition that they 
are sent in suitable cases, and so. packed as to avoid all risk 
of injury to Officers of the Post Office or to other packets. 

All the articles mentioned above will also be transmissible by 
sample post under special conditions between the United Kingdom 
and other countries where they are admitted, provided that 
the packets also conform to the general regulations of the 
sample post, as set forth in the Post Office Guide. They 
must be so made-up that they can be easily opened for 

urposes of inspection, with the exception of those contain- 
ing live bees, which must be enclosed in boxes so con- 
structed as to allow the contents to be ascertained without 
opening. I[n other respects the conditions as to packing, &c., will 
be those applicable to the articles concerned when intended for 
inland transmission. 

Packets from abroad containing liquids liable to customs duty 
on entry into the United Kingdom will be stopped and returned 
to the country of origin. 

The countries mentioned below are those which at present: 
admit sample packets of the nature described, with the reserva- 
tions specitied in the footnotes ; and additions to the list will be 
notified from time to time as circumstances permit :— 


Argentine Republic Costa Rica Hawaii Portuguese Colonies 
Austria-Hungary Cyprus Holland tRoumania 
*British Colonies Denmark Hondyras Republic Salvador 

of Australasia Danish Colonies ‘*India Sarawak 
Bosnia-Herzego- Dominican Re- Italy tServia 

vina public t{Japan Siam 
Belgium Dutch Colonies Liberia Spain 
Bolivia Egypt Luxemberg Spanish Colonies 
Brazil tFiji *Mexico Sweden 
Bulgaria France +Montenegro Switzerland 
Canada French Colonies Nicaragua +Transvaal 
Chili German Protec- Norway Tunis 
*Colombian Re- torates *Paraguay Turkey 
public Greece tPeru United States of 

Congo Free State Hayti Portugal America 


* Countries marked thus do not admit Liquids, Greases, or Powders. 

t Countries marked thus do not admit Live Bees. 

t Countries marked thus do not admit Samples of Glass. 

Live Bees are admitted only to the French Colonies of the Congo, Diégo-Suarez 

Guadeloupe, the French Settlements in India, Indo-China, and Mayotte. 
Glass is admitted only into Combodia, Cochin China, Diégo-Suarez, the 
French Settlements in India and Oceania, Guadeloupe, Ivory Coast, New 
Caledonia, St. Pierre and Miquelon, and Senegal. 
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XX.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


TRADE oF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


STATEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
UnirED KinGpom duriug the Month and Two Months ended 28th 
February, 1898, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1897. 

MONTH ENDED 28TH FEBRUARY. 
I. Imports FroM ForEIGN CouNnTRINS AND BRITISH PossEssIoNs. 


Month ended 
28th February. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1897. 
£ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - - 863,363 775,367 87,996 a 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free | 11,615,507 | 11,860,734 245,227 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - 1,959,202 | 2,127,045 167,843 
Tobacco, dutiable - . - -| 294,816 309,899 - 15,083 
III. Metals - - - - - | 1,645,382 1,830,336 _ 184 954 
1V. Chemicals, dyestuffs and tanning 
substances - - - - 650,715 673,474 -- 122,759 
V. Oils - - - - 655,755 711,481 55,726 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 7,223,664 | 8,091,585 = 867,921 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 2,680,854 2,795,651 a 114,797 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - - | 6,915,540 | 6,840,726 74,814 - 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - | 1,296,896 | 1,130,623 96,273 - 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 139,180 98,243 40,937 
Total value - - - - | 35,770,874 | 37,245,164 - 1,474,290 


II, Exports oF BririsH AND PropucE aND MANUFACTURES. 


£ & 
I. Animals, living - - - - 81,329 54,393 26,986 
II. Articles of foot -ni drink - 785,138 801,920 - 16,782 
III. Raw materials - -| 1,837,803 | 1,283,275 64,028 
IV. Articles aad partly 
manufactwre 1, viz. :-— - 
(A.) Yarnsa‘d textile fab rics - 7,960,608 7,773,309 187,299 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 2,366,351 | 2,642,282 — 175,931 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - , - | 1,011,776 | 1,248,092 - 236,316 
(D.) Appareland articles of personal 763,778 854,513 90,735 
(E.) Chemic vs an ichanicalan a medi- 
cinal prep scati as - -| 702,140 745,880 43,740 
(F.) All othe: artic'es, either m anu- 
factured or partly manoufaciare = -|_:-2.481,014 | 2,414,666 66,348 
(G.) Parcel post - - -| 152,419 146,352 6,060 
Total Value - - 17,641,849 | 17,864,682 - 222,833 
IIT. oF ForEIGN AND CoLONIAL PROD ‘cE. 
| ‘ ‘ 


2 
Toul Value - - | 5,311,657 | 5,924,188 81,) 9 = 
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TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.—cont. 


Two MoNTHS ENDED 28TH FEBRUARY. 


Iports FRoM ForREIGN COUNTRIES AND BRITISH PossxssIons. 


Two Months ended 


28th February. 
ees Increase. | Decrease. 
| 1898. 1897. | 
£ £ £ 
I, Animalg, living (for food) . - | 1,679,201 | 1,465,458 213,743 _- 


II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - . - - - | 24,268,433 | 23,708,093 | 1,160,340 _ 

(B) Articles of food and drink, dati 
able - - - - 4,327,703 3,943,872 383,831 sie 


Tobacco, dutiable - - - 658 028 663,127 - 5,099 
III. Metals - - - - - | 3,424,079 3,408,348 15,731 — 
IV Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - | 1,061,957 1,246,421 184,464 
V. Oils - : - - - - | 1,366,817 | 1,313,857 52,960 —_ 
VI. Baw materials for textile manufactures | 15,525,745 | 19,657,981 _ 4,132,236 
VII. Raw materials fer sundry industries 
aud manufactures - - - | 6,257,763 6,035,502 222,261 — 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - - | 18,656,268 | 13,048,762 607,506 a 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - { 2,604,110 | 2,310,893 293,217 
(B.) Parcel post - - : - 270,061 218,518 51,543 -- 
Total Value - - - - | 75,700,165 | 77,020,832 — 1,320,667 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living - - 165,056 127,096 37 96) _ 
IL. Articles of food anddriok =—- - | 1,609,292 | 1,636,549 = ' 97,957 
III. Raw materials - - 2,884,683 | 2,695,699 188,984 
IV. Arlicles manufactured and partly | 
mancfactured, viz :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - - | 16,547,966 | 16,863,147 — 315,181 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
m (except machinery) - | 5,188,942 5,077,351 61,591 — 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - | 2,083,557 | 2,725,870 sas 642,313 
a Apparel and articles of personal 
1,614,487 | 1,801,664 187,177 
(E.) Chemicals and chemioaland medi 
cinal preparations = - 1,425,158 | 1,473,792 -- 48,634 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - | 5,070,295 | 4,935,980 184,315 _ 
(G.) Parcel post - - - 333,817 313,770 20,047 — 
Total value - - - ~ | 36,873,253 | 37,650,918 _ 777 665 
III. Exports oF ForeIGN AnD PRODUCE. 
| £ 
Totalvalue - 994,318 | 9,379,123 615,195 


H 

| | | 

II Exports oF BRITISH AND IRISH PRoDUCcE AND MANUFACTURE. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 


IL—Corn Pricss. 


RETURN of the QUANTITIES SOLD and AVERAGE PRICES OF BRITISH 
CorN, IMPERIAL MEASURE, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the undermentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qre. bur.} Qrs. bue.| Qre. bus. 
Week ended 5th February, 1898 63,367 7 | 88.797 0 20,612 2 
59,415 4 | 75,849 4 21,117 3 
68,404 6 | 72,718 21,296 4 
” 26th ” ” 59,262 1 54,823 7 20,485 3 
February, 1898 - : 250450 2 | 292,188 3 83,541 4 
Corresponding month in 1897 211,994 O | 258,651 4 67,489 4 
a » 1896 214,137 0 | 396,104 2 | 116,475 1 
Average Prices. 
8s. d, 8& d. 
Week ended 5th February, 1898 34 10 28 0 17 6 
35 1 27 8 17 5 
» 35 5 27 6 17 10 
February, 1898 - 35 1 27 9 | 
January, 1898 a7 7 17 2 
December, 1897 - | | 8 16 9 
November ,, - - | 8 9 | 8 16 § 
October | 16 1 
September ,, | 88 7 | ail 16 11 
August 30 3 19 7 17 7 
July a7 9 0 18 8 
June ” 27 3 241 8 18 0 
May - 28 0 20 7 17 5 
1 9 2 
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| 
February, 1897 - : - 29 4 24 2 16 5 
, - - 26 2 22 2 18 11 
» 1895 - - 20 0 a1 9 13 8 
- - 25 0 28 5 18 0 
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R&TURN of the NumBErs, NATIONALITIES, and DESTINATIONS of the 
PASSENGERS that left the UNtrzp KINGDOM for PLACES out of 
EvRoPE during the Month ended 28th February, 1898, and the 
Two Months ended 28th February, 1898, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United {British N.| Austral-| of Good | All 
ationalities n -|o 
N States. |America.| asia. and Total. sponding 
tal. month, 
1897, 
Month ended 28th February 
| 
English | 2,217 621 | 1,091 746 | 5,046 | 5,298 
Beotch | 352 57 300 104 852 696 
4 20 42 108 18 996 858 
aa 680 670 | 1,499 ges | 7,098 
Forcigners 334 12 351 100 2,968 2,455 
31 19 1 253 304 243 
Total - -| 58679 | 1,033 683 | 1,80 | 1221 | 10,366 | 9475— 
Jotel for 
Son th, 1897 5 4,484 771 673 2,281 1,266 9,475 - 
Two Months ended 28th February. 
English - -| 4,208 68 | 1,263 | 2,308 | 1,603 | 10,845 | 17,947 
Scotch - 644 50 176 665 263 1,798 1,965 
Irish 1,226 36 19 226 29 1,594 1,455 
be s British i 6,076 | 1,049 | 1,518 3,199 1,895 | 13,737 | 13,767 
Foreigners - -| 3,928 664 27 797 219 5,630 4,955 
Nationalities not 
Total 10,048 1,732 1,546 3,996 2,653 | 19,975 19,252 
Total for ccrre- 
& ordi 8,601 1,292 1,615 4,962 2,782 19 ,252 = 
months, 1897 


Norx.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible dats after the close of each 
urns. 


month, are subject to esrrection in the Annual Ret; 


| 

i 

| 
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IV.—ALIEN IMMIGRATION—FEBRUARY, 1898. 


RxTuRN of the NUMBER of ALIENS that arrived from the CONTINENT at Ports } in the 
UnitEep Kinepom during the Month and Two Months ended 28th February, 
1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the ALIEN Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sect. 2.) 


Gothenburg 
Hambu Rotterdam, 
Bremen, Ams Dieppe. Continental otal 
Bremerhaven, | and Antwerp. Christiansand. Ports. 
1898. | 1897. | 1898.| 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. | 1897. | 1898. 1897! | 1898, | 1997. 
Aliens not stated to be en sesetienvesinirtaetebittetite 
route to America or other 
ces out of the United 
ingdom : * 
Arrived atLondon = -|_—-772 99| 91) —| — | 29] 183}1,812| 949 
Grimsby -| 45| 24 18 7| ‘119! 80 
Tyne Ports -| 10 5; 47) 19] 170) — 118} 191} 346| 413 
Newhaven -| — | — —j| —/] —| —| 498] — | 48] 
Other ports-- 70| 74] 34 33} 68] —| — | 194] 203 | 366| 375 
Total - -| 1,061 | 728, 425| 448| 385| «98| 610| 707| 668 $3,199 |+2,701 
Aliens en route to America 
or other nee 8 of the 
United Kingdom: 
wi —| —| = —| —| 157 
Hull - -| 214| 69 5 7| 23) — —| 438) 237| 9884] 
” Other Ports - 5 10 4 2 14 — —| 333| 3835] 356 
Total - -| 321] 357| 90| 236] — — | 791] 1,699 | 1,263 
Total of Aliens en route 
to en TOU mer- 
to boon vouteto Amer: |} 1,972 1,085 | 461| 440| 621] 498] 670} 1,498] 1,248 | 4,828] 3,964 
the United dom ; *- 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route America other 


of the United 
am : 


Total No. -| 1,946 | 1,440 587 | 950} 802; 942] 1,105 | 1,515} 1,347 |} 5,281 

Aliens ex route » America) 

or other places out of the | 

United Kingdom: 
Total No. -| 518| 651] 109 1680; 831) 423); — — | 1,212| 985] 2,670 | 2,209 


Total of Aliens en route and | 


en route to America or 
other places out of the 
United Kingdom: * 


of Aliens not stated to be 
2,091 859 737 | 1,781 | 1,225 942 | 1,105 | 2,727 | 2,332 |¢8,773 |t7,490 


the United and ‘Aliens en route to America, éc.,” is due to the a nunibder of Aliens 
who arrive > are reported to be on the wa: i i places out of the i 


considered ble tor this fact. But it is not thereby ted that the tations - state mm be en route 
10 America Zz ” come to this country for settlement, there boing & in fact @ large emigration of forei: 's from 
while Aliens arrivi from Continental ports to the Continent. ( 
Reprr on Emigration a mm ‘0. 165, Sess. 1897, 


p rs 8 who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 
+ «be number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in how bey Kingiiem not en route te 
p’ac s out of the United Kingdom in the month of votre: 1898, was 748, and 849 in the same month of Nes 


Two Months ended 28th February. 

| 
* | Aliens not stated to be en route to or other out 
hrough Ne«castle, Newhaven, North Shields, South ields, Southampton, Sunderland, aii es artlepoel. | 
The li. ts received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and _ show only deck passengers and j 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Noumser of Recervine GAZETTED in the under-mentioned 


Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Two Monthe 
February ended February 
1898. 1897. 1898. 1807. 
. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - -| 3848 848 670 672 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations 
&. - - - 23 24 49 45 
Farmers - 18 32 40 56 
_ Publicans and. hotel keepers, fe. - 22 18 88 41 
Builders - 20 20 38 32 
Butchers - - 12 10 23 24 
Beot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers - 16 11 20 23 
Bakere - - 14 8 25 20 
Decorators, painters, &e, 15 11 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - 15 13 
Clerks, commercial and — - 8 | 6 15 8 
Drapers, haberdashere, Si 12 18 
Tailors, &c. - 5 8 12 ll 
Agents, commission and general - 8 | 4 12 9 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - 12 6 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - 5 5 10 ms) 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importer, 
silversmithe, &c. 4 4 9 
Confectioners - - i 9 4° 
Tebacconists, &c. 1 1 8 
Carpenters and joiners - : . 6 : 8 9 
Furniture dealers and makers - 1 8 y 
Auctioneers - - 4 2 8 3 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers . q 7 7 13 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, - 6 1 7 2 
General dealers - 4 1 6 4 
Provision merchants, &c. - ° 4 3 5 6 
Corn, fiour, — hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers . - 4 2 5 2 
Officers in Army - 2 ce 5 2 
Saddlers and harness mekers - - : 4 1 5 2 
Cabinet makers and wpholsterere 1 8 5 8 
Hairdressers 3 5 2 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 3 2 5 8 
Solicitors : x 5 4 7 
Schoolmasters ond achoolmistresses - 2 1 4 4 
Blackemiths, farriers, &c. - 2 2 4 2 
Curriers, tanners,and leather merchants 3 2 4 3 
Cattle and pig — - - 1 1 4 6 
China, glass, and earthenware, &e. 
dealers - 2 wins 4 1 
front ers - - - — 3 8 5 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliere - - 1 2 3 8 
Milliners, be - 1 8 3 
Chemiste, druggiete, and chemical 
manufacturers 2 ae 8 1 
Clothiers, “wears te. - - 3 1 3 2 
Contractors - - 2 2 8 4 


| 
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Two Mcnths 


| Yebruary ended February 


1898, 1897, | 1897. 


2 


Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. 
occupations—cont. : 
Brokers, stock and share - - 2 P| 
Carriage, &c., builders - - - 1 oo 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - _ 1 
Fishing smack owners, and 
masters 
Printers and publishers - 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating. -house 
keepers 
Stationers - - 
Gardeners, florists, - 
Directors and public 
companies - 
Millers - - - 
Architects and qurveyors - 
Engineers and founders, &c. : 
Lodging-house keepers - : 
Wheelwrights - 
Wine and Spirit merchants, &e. - 


ww 


Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 
Merchants 
Stone, marble and monument « masons 


VI.—Export oF Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


RETURN of the NuMBER of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Two Months ended 28th 
February, 1898, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 


_ Year 1897. 

| Two Months 

Febreaty ended February 
Animals. 

1898. 1897. 1898, 1897. 

Ne, No. No. No. 

Cattle - - - 41,236 | 30,894 | 91,916 | 74,811 
Sheep - - - - - 10,952 7,838 33,492 26,214 
Swine - - - - - 63,308 | 62,735 | 149,980 | 152,158 
Goats - . . - - 3 18 9 28 
Horses - - - - - 2,438 2,222 4,889 4,257 
Mules or Jennets - - - . a — 4 2 
Asses - - - - : 15 13 25 27 
Total | 118,052 | 103,£20 | 280,265 | 257,499 
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VII.—FIsHERY STATISTICS.— ENGLAND AND WALES. 


S1aTEMENT of the Quantity and VALUE of the FisH returned as 
landed on the ENGLIsH and WELsH Coasts from the fishing grounds 
during the Month and Two Months ended 28th Februszy, 1898, 

compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1897. 


February. Two a, ended 
| | 
1898. 1897. | 1898. 1897. 
QUANTITY. 
tie 
Turbot 4,351 5,016 10,656 10,440 
I Prime fish not separately distinguished - 1,700 1,045 4,766 3,313 
Total prime fish 13,450 13,873 32,083 29,708 
Haddock - - | 191,441 | 206,289 439,743 
- 3,791 2,125 7,312 4 
Halibut - - 2,242 1,620 8,265 2,718 
Herrings 1,351 7,556 14,783 18,867 
Li 3 13,294 9,897 93,279 17,088 
742 1.107 3,230 2.752 
Pilchards - - : - 382 443 4,455 1,155 
Plaice 47,539 46,370 103,608 91,355 
- 1,736 5,638 18,314 25,513 
sh not se ly 
distinguish d, 82,084 75,255 176,563 153,336 
Total - | 398,322 | 420,043 913,309 | 816.256 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs 397,054 99,854 617,357 141,581 
Lobsters - 17,805 14,501 29,296 20,35 
Oysters : a - | 2,394,000 | 3,074,000 || 5,245,000 | 5,978,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
| Other shell fish - ~ 41,463 40,488 94,025 65,523 
VALUE 
£ £ 
Brill - - - 4,858 4,042 9,540 8,372 
a 228 45, 43,907 
Prime fish not separately distinguished - 5,067 3,483 12379 9,702 
Total prime fish - = : 74,684 68,134 162,360 147,980 
Haddock - - - | 4443840 | 903,183 | 268,731 
- 3,701 1,770 || 7,093 3,851 
Halibut - - - - 6,339 4,615 |, 9,663 7,705 
i Herrings - - . - 454 1.521 4,647 3,815 
Ling - - - - 9,482 5,883 15,955 
Mackerel - - - 1,049 1,659 f 
Ichards - 15 119 
Plaice - - 70,169 | 126,571 
rg 1 | 3,594 
not ly distin:uished 
- 61,934 51,296 124,572 | 113,708 
Total - 403,808 363,051 844,648 747,489 
3 567 1,156 5,182 1689 
Lobsters - - - 1,386 916 
Other shell fish - - - 9,263 9.032 21,359 14,542 
Total - - 23,025 20,922 47,806 36,555 
Total value of fish landed . 426,833 384.003 || 892,454 784,044 
Nors. —The ahove figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are e the actual yalues returned by the local officers at each place. 


\ 
\ 
| 
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VIII.—FisHEery 


STATEMENT of the ToTAL QUANTITY and VALUE of the FisnH returned as 
landed on the ScotcH Coasts during the Month and Two Months 
ended 28th February, 1898, congenel with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1897. 


Two Months ended 
February. February. 
1888. | 1897. 1898, | 1897 
QUANTITY. 
omg, | | | 
Purbot 325 356 | 709 670 
- 43,791 64,902 93,704 115,085 
Bel ° . : 1,915 1 | 4,376 4, 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 5,242 | 9,742 8,617 
Haddock - - 64 869 173,013 155,338 260,867 
Halibut - - - - ° 541 4 1,371 1, 
Herrings - - . 37,116 33,168 77,058 73,381 
Ling - 8,119 15,384 | 16,967 24,857 
Saith (Coat Fish) - - - 6,185 4,424 15,443 9,531 
7,032 8,778 | 14,149 14,592 
Sparling - - 21 106 30 
ie 1,207 23 || 5,498 108 
(Tusk) - - 296 348 676 
Whiting ned, 2,966 3,394 || 7,103 5,876 
Fish not separate ly dis' except | 
shell fish . f 4,416 4,390 | 9,790 9,342 
Total -| 184,758 | 317,344 | 413,665 530,864 
Shell Fish ; 0. No. No. 0 
bs - 167,226 59,464 122,802 
Lobsters - - - - 15,608 35 46,125 76,249 
Oysters - - - ° 900 35,752 119,033 69,876 
‘wits. Cw Cwts. 
, Clams - - - 1,623 2,849 4,215 5,853 
17,678 41,762 | 71,692 
Other shell fish - 6,397 | 9.336 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - . - 2,096 1,453 4,296 3,196 
Turbot - - - - - 1,309 1,252 2,395 2,219 
- - 23,801 19,477 44,499 39,320 
Rel (Conge - 1,160 1,057 2,57 2,173 
Flounder, Plaice, ‘Brill 6,097 5,511 10.867 9,413 
Haddock : - - 45,515 54,135 95,535 100,380 
Halibut - - 1,009 2,490 | 3,219 
Herrings - - - - 10,971 13,219 23.364 898 
Li - - 3,266 4,629 6,194 | 7,616 
Mackerel - - - . 33 16 53 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - - - 972 660 2,157 1,421 
Skate - - - - - 2,458 3,077 4, 4,932 
Sperling - - | 415 144 | 
- - - - 81 5 341 21 
Tork (Tusk) - - - 74 160 | 112 
- 2,017 | 1,646 4,142 | 3,073 
separately distinguished, 1,020 | 816 | 2612 | 1,768 
| 
Total - -| 101,979 109,388 || 206,571 | 206,501 
Shell Fish :— | 
Crabs - - - 246 1,8 563 
Lobsters - - 851 1,631 2,343 3,576 
Oysters - 238 
8 - - - - - 230 410 607 839 
Mussels - . - - 1,004 2,075 2,250 3497 
Other shell fish - - - - 1,385 | 1,349 | 2,371 1,934 
Total ‘ 4565 5,369 | 9,609 10,708 
Total value of fish landed -| 106,544 | 115,267 || 216,180 217,209 
J 


Nors.—The abeve figures are subject to ‘correction in the Annual Returns, 
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1X.—FIsHErY STATISTICS.— IRELAND. 
Srarement of the Toran Quantity and Vauur of the F:su returned 
as landed on the Ir1sx Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February, 1898, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1897. 
i | Two Months ended 
February. February, 
i 1€98. | 1897. 1898. | 1897. 
4 | QUANTITY 
| cwts.. || cwte Cuts. 
Total primefish - - | 372 199 641 
Haddock - 2,105 3,314 5,340 7,230 
« 510 210 | 833 451 
Herrings - - - 3,044 6.490 6,65? 
Lin 1,821 3,262 | 3.195 6,408 
Mackerel- - - - - 139 | 692 
| Whiting - - - : - o4 911 791 | | 1,983 1,444 
| Fish not ly di ished, exce 5, 
5,957 4,860 10,456 8,947 
| 19,072 23,137 | 45,795 48,336 
| | No. No. | No No 
Bhell fish :— | | 
Lobsters - - - 4,352 | 
Cwts. Cwts. wts. 
Othershell fish ; 2,042 1,618 | 4,787 3,190 
VALUE 
£ 
Soles 886 415 13:8 765 
Turbet - 666 329 1,146 400 
Total prime fish - a 1,552 744 2,464 1,365 
Cod - : 2,909 2,482 6,301 5,216 
Haddock - = - 25000 3/206 4,123 
Hake - : 143 542 286 
Herrings - - * - - - 135 546 | 1,141 1,307 
Ling a 901 1,141 | 399 21027 
erel - - 18 83 8 455 
not disti shed, ex ‘ 
Total - 10,860 9,177 21,888 18,891 
Shell fish :-— | 
Lobsters a 117 181 267 307 
Oysters - - 70 67 151 
Other shell fish - . - - 325 345 764 
- | 514 593 1,187 | 1,109 
Total valueoffishlanded = - - | 11,374 9,770 23,025 20,000 
NoTE—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given : 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 


| 
j 
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X.—Corton REeturns.—FEBRUARY 1898. 

RETURN of the NUMBER of BALEs of Corton ImporTED and ExporTED, 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND ‘owns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Two Months ended February, 1898, 
compared with the corresponding periods of the Year 1897, 

Month of Two Months ended 
February. February. 
1898. 1897, 1898. | 1897. 
Imports. 

; No. No. No. No. 
American - -| 458,312 879,117 928,424 893,896 
Brazilian - - 1,837 14,597 2,988 15,389 
Indian - - 16,617 3,686 23,467 

ptian 42,108 108,101 91,887 
8,692 8,146 10,066 9,022 
Total - 520,444 455,585 1,053,265 1,033 561 
Exports 
American - -| 20,569 26,382 48,385 
East Indian - 850 8,767 2,854 12,29 
ptian 6,084 8,632 14,958 11,906 
llameous - - 2,074 744 8,691 1,571 
-| 29,597 39,475 69,838 70,503 
ForRWARDED from Port: to InLanD Towns. 
American - 574 235,821 | 497,898 474,822 
Brazilian 1,108 3,510 |) 4,258 6,447 
East Indian - 620 5,418 |) 1.834 10,506 
Egyptian ‘ 80,449 29,086 68,539 62,734 
Miscellaneous . 9,138 10,549 20,151 22,039 
Total . - 281,889 283,834 §92,678 576 548 
Forwakperp from Towns to Ports. 
American . ‘ 853 299 707 589 

ia.  . 127 16 131 19 

Total =- 480 815 838 608 


i 
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XI.—PERIODICAL RETURNS OF IMPORTS AND Exports. 


Sa atemeEnt of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countrixs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,%d.; Milreis = 


4s. 64d. 


wee 


Lira = 9 id ; Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma =9,%4. ; Lew = 9,854. ; 
. Egyptian = 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 
I,—Imports. 
Value for the Month, 
Latest 
Name of Country. auth. 
1897. 1896. 1897. 1896. 
Russia in Europe Iuty - | Roubles 46,191,000 | 55,231,000 298,181,000 | 309,791°000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) (1897) 
France -| Jan. -| Frs.- 356,068,000 | 342,869,000 ved Te 
(1897) (1896) (1 1896) 
Portugal -| Dec. Milreis- 2,965,000 3,091,000 46,826 000 $531,000 
Italy+ - -| Dec. -/| Lire- 107,443,000 | 115,033,000 || 1,192,138,000 | 1,180,173,000 
; (1898) (1897) 1898) 1897 
Austria-Hungary - | Jan -| Gulden 64,361,000 | .55,474,000 = =" 
(1897) (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Greece - -| Nov. - Drehms. 13,621,000 9,189,000 100,438,000 103,516,000 
Bulgaria - -| Oct. -| Lew- 8,588,000 | 9,204,000 71,256,000 60,017,000 
Egy pt - -| Dec. -| L.E.- 980,000 | 1,121,000 10,411,000 9,672,000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) 1897) 
United States -| Jan. Dollars 50,803,009 51,354,000 
(1897) (1896) 1897) (1896) 
Mexico - -| Oct. - 3,632,000 4,257,000 2.691.000 39,509,000 
British India* - | Dec. - | Rupees 6,26,00,799 | 6,10,34,263 || 50,09,50,838 | 55,48,55,800 
II.—Exports. 
Russia in Europe -| July - | Roubles 60,063,000 49,513,000 345,068,000 | -346,369,000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) (1897) 
France - -| Jan. -| Frs. 239,369,000 | 241,209,000 
(1897) (1896) (1897) (1896) 
Portugal - -| Dec. -| Milreis 2,192,000 1,879,000 27,319,000 26,139,000 
Italy;- -| Dec. -| Lire- 104,812,00) | 123,619 000 || 1,092,719,000 | 1,052,098,000 
(1898) (1897) (1898) (1897) 
Austria-Hungary -| Jan. - | Gulden 54,001,000 | 54,553,000 = 
(1897) (1896) J 1896) 
Greece - -| Nov. - Drchms. 5,054,000 6,354,000 000 909,000 
Bul aria - Oct. -| Lew 4,156,000 | 18,025,000 52,516,000 86,534,000 
Egypt- - -| Dec. -| LE. 1,663,000 1,887,000 | _ 12,818,000 13,222,000 
| (1898) (1897) 1898, 18: 
United States - | Jan. -| Dollars 108,489,090 93,952,000 ‘ 
(1897) (1896) | (1897) (1896) 
Mexico - - | Oct. - » 10,933,000 8,212,000 || 102,667,000 | 84,582,000 
British India* - | Dec. - | Rupees 8,2031,458 | 8,46,81,310 | 68,54,31,305 75,410,72,765 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Notr.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, exceptin the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ geners}.” 
“ 6) cial” means, in the case of imports, imports for bome consum ption ; in the case of exports 
expcits of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* The egeregste fizi res are for the financial year commencing lst April. 

+ The — s for Italy for December, 18$7, and aleo the aggregate, are based on ‘he official 
valuation for 1897; the particulars pub'ished for the previous months of 1897 having been 


based on the valuation for 1896. 


| 
| 
| 
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XII—Foreian TrRapDE of BritisH INDIA. 


Imports into Britiso Inpra from Forrran Countriszs. 


Nine Months, 1st April | 
to 3lst Dec. 
_| Increase. De reasc. 
1896. 1897. 
R k R R 
I.—Animals, living- - 36,06,806 22,32,665 13,74,141 
Il.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar - | 2,26,54,042 2,95,22,478 68,68 
Other articles - -| 4,12,24,691 4,61,75,121 49,50,430 
ILI.—Me‘als and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
clading plated ware) - | 1,17,13,289 1,07,10,078 wee 10,03,211 
Metals - - -| 4,16,18,566 4,43,05,317 26,86, 751 ate 
Machinery and Millwork - | 2,70,40,882 | 2,21,95,441 Ah 48,45,441 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than Gov- 
ernment stores) - | 1,65,79,120 2,27,46638  61,67,518 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
materials - - | 1,43,89,088 1,53,52,715 9,63,627 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - 2,33,52,178 2,54,14,177 20,61,999 
Other oils - 24,05,634 40,20,412 16,14,778 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles - - | 2,95,21,168 | 2,99,95,543 74,25,€25 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - -| 2,72,62,715 2,54,74,795 17,87,990 
Cotton piece goods - | 20,16,40,402 | 15,53,94,352 eee 4,62,46,050 
Other articles - | 9,18,47,219 7,53,11,106 oe, 1,€5,36,113 
Total of all Imports - | 55,48,55,800 | 50,09,50,838 nas 5,59,04,962 
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XII.—Forgien TrapE oF Britisa [NpIA—continued. 


Exports of Inpian Propucg anid MANuFactuRE from Burrisu 


to Foreign 


| Nine Months, Ist April to 
3lst December. 


I.—Animals living - 


II.—Articles of food and drink— 


III.—Metals and Manufactures of - 


-—Chemi 
Iv — cals, 
tannirg material 


Opium- - 
Indigo 


Other articles - 


V.—Oils 


Vi,—Raw materials and unmanu- | 
factured articles— 


yeing and 


1896. 1897. 
R 

12,96,307 | 40,136 

644,97,751 5,87,87,036 
1,18,20,733 |  94,61,238 
7,16,23,968 7,14,86,744 
2,71,54,988  2,07,88,741 
11,34,640 10,78,218 
617,665,498 4,77,87,070 
1,40,98,007 1,08,82,316 
1,09,17,560 83,57,410 
48,17,194 46,78,169 
8,48,61,124 | 6,82,11,503 
8,09,86,072 7,17.69,874 
7,07,85,945 | 6,98,31,562 
5,6951,055 6,93,49,121 
6,06,87,161 | 5,32,35,696 
.96,75,964 84,738,209 
8,58,78,605 | 9,34,03,204 
71,8852 672 | 66,63,16,237 


1,25,98, 066 


15,24,599 


4,56,171 


1,39,78,428 
82,15,691 
25,60,150 


1,89,025 


2,16,49,621 
91,66, 198 


79,04,388 


74,51,465 


12,02,755 


6,25,36,835 


i 
Imerease, | Decrease. 
R R 
i 
| | 67,60, 715 
| 
Wheat - - - 28,60,600 
| 
Tea - - 1,387,224 
Other articles - - 64,21,247 
56,427 
medicines 
Cotton - - | 
Jute - - | 
Other articles - 
VIlL.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn - 
Cotton piece goeds - 
Other articles - - | aus 
‘Total of all Exports - 
i 
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XXL—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


AwnvaL Series. 

Reports of the Annual Series, 1898, have been issued from Her Majesty’r 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained 
from Mesers. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, B.C. 

Norr.—The date against each place indicates the year to which reference i« 
made in the Report. 


No. | Place. Price. 
2020 Montevideo - (1896-7) . . 1d: 
9001 | Tainan - (1896) ‘ ld. 
2022 Copenhagen - - : | 4d. 
2023 Odessa = - (1897) 
2024 Munich - (1896-7) ‘ . | 
2025 | Valparaiso - - 14d. 
2026 | Berlin (Estimates for 1898-99) - | 
2027 Rouen - - - - hd. 
2028 Stockholm - (1896) - 14d. 
2029 | Belgrade - (1896-7) . - | lad 
2030 New Orleans - (1897) - 2d. 
2031 Charleston - - ( » ) | 24d. 
2032 Rosario - - - | 14d. 


' The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued and may be 
ubtained trom the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
441 France.—Report on the Wine Trade of Algeria - - da, 
442 Colombia.—Repors on United States Trade Competition 

in Colombia - - - 4d. 
443 Germany.—Report on the Maritime Interests of the 

German Empire - - - 2d. 
444 Germany.—Report on the Prussian State Railways in 

1896-97 - - - 4d. 
445 Germany.—Translation of Decree respecting Information 

to be given by German Customs Authorities - - 4d. 
446 Germany.— Report on the Opsration of the Insurance 

Laws for 1896 - - - - 14d. 


447 France.—Report on the Regency of Tunis during the 
French Protecisorate - - - - 


448 Turkey.—Report on the Buesorah Date Season of 1897 4d. 
449 Ttaly.—Sugges‘iors for Dav slop nent of British Trade - 4d. 
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XXII.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The foll Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have 
been purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Colony. Colony. 


Falkland Islands - 
Leeward 20 | Mauritius - 
Straits Settlements 


Grenada - - 
- 


Labuan 
British Guiana 


British New Guinea - 


os - 
Guiana 
Jamaica 
Newfoundland 

Cie) 


British New Guinea 
Victoria 

- 

Bultish Honduras 
Torks & Caicos Islands 


Turks oad Caicos Islands 
Malta - 


Gambia - 
Windward Islands 
and Tobago 


Gib 

Falkland Islands 

Hong Kong 

Straits Settlements 
gos - 

| Seychelles 

| Basutoland 

| Fiji 


Ceylon 
56 | Mauritius 


British Honduras 
British Bechuanalan: 
Newfoundland 
Gambia 

Bermuda 

Leeward Islands 
British New Guinea 


Labuan 
sh Honduras 


50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
67 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
12 
73 
74 
75 
76 
17 
18 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
9% 
96 
97 
98 
99 


Turks ond Caicos Islands 
Falkland Islands 

St. Helena - 
Bahamas - 

Hong Koi - 
| Win ea lands 
Labua 


Trinidad and Tobago 
d Rodrig 

a us ani 
— Honduras 


Zululand - 
British Honduras 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Falkland Islands 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony. Subject. 


Agriculture. 


and Botany. 
Advantages to migrants. 


| q 
ANNUAL. 
|| No. | Year. q 
= 
1891 122 Labuan - - | 
123 | Basutoland - 1993-94 
i} | - ” 124 St. Lucia - - | 1893 a 7 
i 126 | Ceylon - - 
{ Mauritius - - 127 | Fiji - 
: Straits Settlements 129 | Sierra Leone - 
Ceylon 130 | British Bechuanaland 1893-94 
Natal - 191-92 1892-93 4 
St. Helena - 1891 1892-94 a 
i) Sierra Leone - ” 132 - 1893 B 
Jamaica - - 1891-92 133 | 1893-94 
ij Trinidad and Tobago 1891 re 
{| - 
1891 137 | Zululand - 1894 
i 1892 139 Bahamas - 
1891 140 | 
1890 142 | 
i! Leeward Islands - 144 
Trinidad and Tobago ” 146 { 
Straits Settlements - ” 149 ” 
St. Vincent - 152 1894-95 
Hong Kong - - ” 153 1895 | 
St.Lucia - - ” 1 St 
| Gold Coast - 1 4 
Basutoland - - 1892-93 157 | Labuan - 
Geylen- 1892 || 158 | Gold Coast - q 
Zululand - 159 | British Guiana 1894-95 
Mauritius - - ” 160 | SierraLeone - 1894 a 
. 162 1894 
Sierra Leone - - 164 | 1894 
Fiji - ” 165 | 1895 
Rotsiques ” 166 1894 
St.Helena - 167 | 
100 | British Bechuanaland 1892-93 |} 168 1894-95 a 
101 | British Guiana - o 169 | Zululand - 1895 S 
| 102 | Newfoundland - 1892 170 | Sierra Leone - eH a 
103 | Jamaica - 1892-93 171 | Gibraltar 
104 | Victoria - - 1892 | Malta - 
105 | Bermuda’ - 1893 178 
103 | St. Vincent - » q 
| 109 | Gibraltar - - 177 
110 Bahamas ” 178 ” 
| 111 | Turks and Caicos Islands ” 179 it : 
112 | LeewardIslands - ” 180 
113 | Barbados - - 181 
116 184 | 
117 185 | 
118 186 1895-96 i 
No. | 
1 Gold Coast - . - - - 
2 Zululand - - - - 
i~ 3 Sierra Leone- - - 
| Canada - - - 


q 
q 
q 


